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CHAPTER XXVIIL
MAGDALEN'S APPRENTICESHIP.

¢ Mg, Jrriany Gray has asked me to tell
him, and to tetl you, Mr. Holmeroft, how my
troubles began, They began before my recol-
lection. They began with my birth,

i My mother (as 1 have heard her say)
ruined her prospects, when she was quite a
voung girl, by a private marriage with one of
her father's servants—the groom who rode out
with her. She sulfered, poor creature, the
usual penalty of such conduct as hers.  After
a short time she aund her husband were sepa-
rated—on the condition of her sacrificing to
the man whom she had married the whole of
the little fortune that she possessed in her own
right.

“ Gaining her freedom, my mother had to
gain her daily bread next. Her family refused
to take her back. She attached herself to a
company of strolling players,

¢« She was earning a bare living in this way,
when my father accidentally met with her.
He was a man of high rank; prond of his
position, and well-known in the society of
that time, for his many accomplishments and
his refincd tastes. My motbher's beauty fas.
cinated him. He teok fier from the strolling
players, aud surrounded her with every luxury
that a woman cotld desire in a house of her
own,

» T don't know how lonys they lived together,
I only know that my father, at the time of my
first recollections, had abandened her  She
had excited his suspicions of her fidelity—
suspicious which ernelly wronged her, az she
declared to her dying day,
because she was my mother,
expect others to do as | did—I can ounly re-
prat what she said

lutely penailess  He never saw Ler again;

i

I believed her,
But I cannot !

to a child, when the child has never sat on

his knee, and never had ‘n kiss or a present

froms him? If we had met in the street, we
should not nave known each other. Perhaps,
in after-days when 1 was starving in London,
1 may have begged of my father without know-
juy it—and he wmay have thrown his daughter
a penny to get rid of her, without knowing it
cither! What is there sacred {n the relations
between father and child, when they are such
relations as these 7 Even the flowers of the
ficld cannot grow without light and air to
help them, How is a child's love to grow,
with nothing to help it ?

« My small savings would have been soon
exhausted, even if [ had been old enough and
strong enough to protect them myself.  As

tuings were, my few shillings were taken

from me by Gipsies. 1 bad noreason to com-
plain,  They gave me toud and the shelter of
their tents; and they made me of gse to them
in various wavs,  After a white, hard times
came to the Gipsies, as they had come to the
strolling players.  Some of them were im-
prisoned ; the rest were dispersed
season fur hop-gathering at the time. | gut
cwployment among the hop-pickers next;
and that done, I went to London with my new
friends.

It was the ~

47 have no wish to weary and pain you by !
dwelling ou this part of mv chilithood in de-

tail. It will be enough i I tell you that T

sank lower and lower, until 1 ended ia selling ;

matches in the street.
got me many a sixpence which my matches
would never have charmed out of the pockets
of strangers if I had been an ugly child.

My mother's legacy :

My ©

face, which was destined to be my greatest
mistortune in after-years, was my best frietnd |

in those days,

esgont ?

“ I3 there anything, Mr, Holmeroft, in the

life 1 am now tryving to desertbe which re-

minds you of a day when we were out walkiug |

23

together, not loug sinee?

P Jersey,

& T surprised and offended you, I remember; |
and it was not possibile for me to explain my .

caonduct at the time,

3o yon recollect the !

Hutle wandering gird, with the miserable faded :
nosegay in her hand, who ran after us and

begged for a haif-penny ”

1 shocked you by :

fburating out crying when the child asked us - foas the
N pathic Caotiege,

My father left her abso-
"1 was su sorry for ber,

and be refused to go to her, when she sent to

him in her last moments on earth,

# She was back again among the strolling !

players when I ficst remember her,
not an unhappy time for me. 1
favourite pet and plaything of the poor actors.
They taught me to sing and to dance, at an

It was |
was the |

age when other children are just beginning to !

fearn to read,
is called ¢the profession,” and had made my

At five yearsold I was in what *

peor little reputation in booths at country

fuirs. As carly as that, Mr. Holmeroft, I had

begun te live under an assumed name—the :
prettiest name they could invent for me, to

look well in the bills! It was sometimes a

hard struggle for us, in bad seasons, to keep

body and soul together.

Learning to sing and .

dance in public often meant learning to bear |

huogerand cold in private, when I was ap- !
And yet I have lived |

prenticed to the stage,
to Jouk back on my days with the strolllog
players as the happicst days of my life!

“1 was ten years old when the first serious

i

to buy b of bread, Now you know why
Now yuu kuow why |
ofcnded vou the next day, by breaking au en-
cement with your mother and sisters, and
going 1o see that child in her wretehed home,
After what 1 have confessed, yoa will admit
that my poor little sister in adversity bad the
first claim on me.

G Letme goon, T am sorry if I bave dis-
tressed vou, Lot me o oo,

t The forlovn wanderees of the streets hava
(as I found ity ene way, always open to them,
of presenting their sutferings to the notice: of
their rich awdl charttabite fellow.creatur:s,
They have vuly to break the law-—amd they
make a publiz appzarnes ina court of Jastive,
11 the circumstances connected with their of-
fence are of an interesting Kind, they gain a
second advantage @ they are advertised all
over Enslaud by a report 1n the vewspapers,

“Yex; even / Bave my knowiedge of the
Jaw. I know that it completely overlookesd

Cme s0 long as I respectid it but on two diff-
i erent oceasions it beenme my best friend when

¢ 1 set it at defiance.

misfortune that I can remember fell upon me. :

My mother died, worn out in the prime of her
life.  And not long afterwards the strolling
company, brought to the end of its resources
by a ruccession of bad seasons, was broken up,

“I was left on the world, 8 nam -less, pen- !

niless outeast, with one fatal inheritance—God
knows I can speak of it without vanity, after
what [ have gone through '—the inheritance
of iny mother's beauty.

“ My ouly friends were the poor starved out
players  Two of them (husband and wife)
obtained engagements in another compuny,
and I was included in the bargain, The new
mapager by whom I was employed was a
drunkard and a brute. One night, I made a
trifling mistake in the course of the perform-
ances—and I was savagely beaten for it Per-
haps I had inherited some of my father's
epirit—without, I hope, ‘also inheriting my
father's pitiless nature. However that may
be, I resolved (no matter what became of me)
never again 1o serve the man who had beaten
me. I unlocked the door of our miserable
lodging at daybreak the next morning ; and,
8t ten years old, with my little bundle in my
hand, I faced the world alone.

“ My mothber had confided to me, in her last
moreents, my father's name and the address
of his house {a Londeu. ¢ He may feel some
compassion for you, (she said) ‘though he
feels nope for me:; try him.” T had a few
shillings, the last pitiful remains of my wages,
in my pocket, and I was not far from' Loudon,
But I sever went near my father: child as 1
wan, L would have starved and died rather
thun go to him. I had loved my mother
dearly ; and I hated the man who had turned
his back on her when she lay on her death-
bed, It made no difference to' Me that he
bappened to be my father,

¢ Does this confession revolt you?
louk at me, Mr. Holmeroft, as If it did ?

# Think ~a little, sir.. Does what 1 have
just said condemn me a8 & heartless creature,
even in my earliest years? What {s o father

You

: the mugistrate, 1 told my story truly,

My first foriunate offcice
was committed when I was just twelve years
old.

4“1t was evening time. I was half dead
with starvation; the rain was falling; the
night was voming on. I begged—openly,
foudly, as only o hungry child esn beg. An
old lIady in a carriage at a shop-door com-
plained of my importunity. The policeman
did bis duty., The law gave me a supper and
shelter at the station-house that night, 1 ap-
peared at the police coart, and, questioned by

the everyday story of thousands of children
like me; but it had one element of interest in
it. I contussed to having had a father (he was
then dead) who had been a man of rank ; and
1 owned (just as openly as  owned wverything
vlse), that 1 bad never apphied to him for
help, in resentment of his treatment of my
mother, Thizincideut was new, I suppse : it
led to the appearance of my ‘case’ in the
newspapers. ‘The reporters further served my
interests by describing me as ¢ pretty and in-
teresting.”  Sabscriptions were gent to the
Court. A benevoleut married. couple, in a
respectable ~phere of lite, visited the work-
house to see me. I produced a favourable
impression on them—especially on the wife,
I was literally fricndless—I had no unwelcome
relatives to follow me and claim me, The
wife wug childless; the husband was a good-

It was -

natured- man. Tt ended in their taking me -

awdy with them to try me in service,

ter how low I may have fallen, to struggle up-
wards to a position abuve me; to rise, in spite

3
H

of fortune, superior to my-iot in life, Perhaps :

some of wy father's pride may be at the root
of this restless feeliug in me. It seems to be
8 part of niy nature. Tt brought me into this

house, nud it will go with me out of this house,
Is it my curse, or my blessing? | nmn not able
to decide, :
#On the first night when 1 slept in my new |
home, Isiid to myself: ¢ They have taken me
to be their servant; T will be something more

o kent—nor a donhiv one either,

than that; they shall end in taking me for
their child! Before I had boen a week in the
house I was the wife's favourite companion, in
the absence of her hushand at hbis place of
business. She was a highly-accomplished
woman ; greatly ber husband's superior in cul-
tivation, and, unfortunately for herself, also
his superior in years. The love was all on
her side. Excepting certain  occasions, on
which he roused her jealousy, they lived to-
gether on sufliciently friendly terms, She was
one of the many wives who resign themselves
to be disappointed in their husbands, and he
was oune of the many husbands who wever
know what their wives really think of them.
Her one great happiness was in teaching me.
1 was eager to learn; I made raptd progress.
At my pliant age | soon nequired the refiue-
ments of ianguage and manner which charac-
terised my mistress It is only the truth to
say, that the cultivation which hns made me
capable of personating a lady was ber work,
(To S continued.)
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A loving swain in Maine dedieated u napkin-
ring ¢ To my atinost wife”

When a Knndas lawyer quotes Latin to the
jury he s fined by the judge = for profanity and
contempt.”

A Bostonian has had his eyes < somewhat in-
jared,” neconding to a lacad reparter, through
being run into by o retiway trajn,

The St Louls Hepublican recommends an
ambitions debating society o Kansas 1o lake
Ay tts nexd sabject, © Which iy the butt cad of 1

e

The New York Sun lately prodaced a hend.

tine, reading, » The Root of Evttin the Smiling
Land of Apple Jack.” It meuns » Money in

There s 0 woman ad Daduth who welghs 389
pounds, At a dtte distancas fu by Jdifealt
tell which is the larger of the two, the town or
the woinas

o

wolhirty-four szadenta” says & Now York
daily, < wore s ordatned " as doctors of medielne

last pight at the eommencement of the Homro-

t» Smith, JHe
cv night for

The maddest man in Camplden
wound up his ciock regalariy ev

tfiesn years, ami then diseovered that 11 was .

an cight-duy ctiwk,
The foilowing frotn a notice-bonrd (o o
fashionable Londoan sabarb iy & commaeniary

o1 Hseif e This excallent site fior o chared or !

a pubtic-house s o fets Apple,” el

P muoeve, White mign

At arecent Leaten conferenee 4 clergyinan |

wias jnterrapbsd by
Lique!”  He taroed towards tie speakor and
[IPRHAEY!
suhy

Aoy

»

b Hints for Ugly dilris)” and
Commercial Advertiser deciared that the bx
has the spratisst calation of any Qlerary peo-
duction in the Unitead States,

A Western

the New

ciergyman, in

of « Vive da Ripa. | ) : :
i the main point of attark,

<4 e would confioe Riniseif to o mdern |

e

@hess,

1} 28 Solutions to problems eent
pondents will be duly acknowledged,

... TU CORKEBFPUNDRNTA.
J. 1., St. Libvire.~Uawe recsivod and under og.
mx(l}in%u%“'\lomronl Tho first positi
o Be U A Fhand position se §
second Problom seows to us the buat, :::’;)m}r
at No. 79, €aig
1 With refereace to our Problem No. 78, th .
roser sUgROSts, ns an improvoment, placing g ]Lm‘;k.
Jishop on Blnck's K. Kt. 2nd instead of (hy Bi;:‘
Pawn. i ) ek
i, W. G —Your game is again unavai,;
od aut, but witl appear at the oarliogg
portunity. .
N. P.-=3en Chess Praxis p. 3 for ruley in repy d
to the quoestiion. Tegar

in by Uorr.,.

tably erowy.
Po-kible yy.

INTELLIGRNCK,

The first annunl chess matol hotweon the Uaive
sities of Uxford and Cambridze. Kogland, wa, ,m‘}_r}
at the City ol Lusdon Caoss Kovns on *'"i‘»hy'eve:
ing, March @th, resalung in s vietory fur Ugf g by
a score ol nine RAmes wonlutlwao lust. and 1“’Udruwn
A late nuwber of the Loudon Mustrated ok
contains an illastration and an seeount of taig rcr'.
succeaxful meeting, which 15 to bo aregular A i}
future, sud bids fair to rival in interest the llunua?
boat race,

TogoNTo vo M NTREAL.

The dectding game betwoen these Lwo cigi
wo subjuin, was played on the evenings .
ang Tuesday, tho Hth and Uth. Tue players o
Toronte were Prof. J. B. Cherrunan, Messr. § ;
Jones. J. H. iordou, and H. Northeate ; !\n\!.fu(.
Montreal: Prof. I Aspinwail Howe, Mesars. 5.3
Ascher, and J. White. ) :

Evans’ QGawmbit.

]

©8, which

White, Miack,

{Muntreal ) (Torunty,)
1. P K. th, Pt K. 4tn
2. k. Kt. te B. drd Q. Kt o, B. ol
3. B.ioQ. B.o4th B owQ By
4. P oto Kt fth B. takes K. P,
5 PotoQ B 3rd Bt R
6. Poto Q. 4th P otakes P,
T, Casties. l:. takoy . cas
St K. osth 44 K Kt oK o e
9 Qoo Q. Kt ded G Castles, ’
10, Q. Kt tikes P Poto Q. Kt 4th o
1. Rt takes P R.to Q. K,
1L Q wid dnd KRt to K. Wt 3r
11 B tod. Ro3cd K. Kt tak-s K. p,
., Kt. takes ke ) Kt takes Kt
15, Q. to Q. 5th Roto Koy
18, Q. to @ 4th K takes 8.
7o takes Kt Bt Qo Bo3rd iy
15, Resigns.

far Notaogoeod. in our opinion, sy Potn Q 2r4,

by A mave sumetimas recinmenfed hvre. ag ig
thuts in the adverss Queen; but Q. to Q. Kt gd
strikos u<e ns rlronger, because the surte of
reen, which follows in defonse, winy by ina
source of embarrase ment,

ter Correcs. Bluck's play, fronthis pouat, aesld
not fiave been tmproved.

() Bettar,unow, to bhave plaved ae £

Wiite, I

2 RGteKOKG St K

L Kt takes K. B P

11, B takes Kt eh.

2 Q. to Ko 5th vl

13, t{l skes B

In i

£ VAN

5.

g

o

a4 Blask Castle «

fey An ox:eliont couuter-atlack,
£ Injadicious, as it takes ap efective pioss frpxn

(b Q. QL Ot at once would have been telier
(A: The eoupjaste: wWinuing o pitee next more,

s and having two passed pawny with a secare game,
soanebody has written a work ettitled < Use-

Yaortk i
e

presenting a re- |

volver to otie of the vojunteers, shid t—w 17 von
get tnto a tight place and bave 1o use i wek -
Gierd's Bieasing 10 o have time, Hut be sare aad

naot Jet the envmy gat the start of you You can |

PN

AV CAmen' afler you shoot,

An mnteltigent Aberdeen prescher recently
103 for Lis texy, v Adam, where art thou 2
divided his subject {nto three ditferent parts. .
=ty Al mmen are somewhere ) 2ad, Some ey
are where they ought not o be; angd, S, Ug.
Tesn they take care, they Wi soon i thein-
selves where they wouald ratter not Lo,

On dif, that when Miss Nellie Grunt was in !
Landon, Disrasi was asked whether he thought |

the American Princess pretly ¥ o]
replied the author of scLothalr,” s for I have
only seen her once; she was then sitting be.
tween (eneral Scenenck's two daughters, and T
thougit she had some indirect cluims to goad
Touks.”

can't say,”

Here i how an auctivnser™s dinlect (8 given
in “Nerope, or the Lost Libeary,” in OLD and

New: < Halfea-daliny, hatfadallarfadollafidalias |

fadoilafadotinthat’s bid now, give more'r ve
wantit!  Half-n-dollar five-olghty threceequar-
tera—Threequarters 'in bide—wil you say a
dollar for this stambard work octarvo Loat edi-
tlon larf marocker extry !
bid, three-quarters will v give any more?
Throee-quarters, three-quarttheequarithee-quart-
thee-guawt-thee-quawt one dollar shall I have?”

Specoiation Iy unlhinited o 18 seope, ay the
following bit of recent talk sugrests @

« Well, but you're not the boy T left my horae
with."

“No, str, I just speckilated, and bought 'tm
oflf t'nther hoy for slx cents,™

The young one had an older hand at finance
to deal with, ng he thereupon handed the hay
five cents, The youth was cqual o the veeca-

; 8ion, for he hung ou to the harde oil of revenge
¢ 1 have always felt the aapiration, no mat: !

LIt the proprictor eoutd satisfy himn that he wak
the rightful owner,

A chap who Insome mysterions maoner had
recelved a bid to a large and fashlonabie party
wid somewhat discoueerted on finding that he
was not - aequainted with a single person pre.
Finalty he per.

ceelved an elderly gentleman of disconsolute

mien’looking over a phatographic albwin, OQur
hero made for this party of the second part, und
wald -

¢ ey, you und 1 don’t secin o koow nuy
body here. Lets go home !

1t wus the head of Lthe house !

and |

Thres-quarters 'm .

PROBLEM No. s%,
3 Gl B Moatreal.
BLACK.,

. WHITY,
White to play and mate io three meves.

Evtuua No, o,
By ;. E. C,, Moentreal
Wiire.—~K. at Q. R, sq.: B.at K. 5th; Kt atK.
drd: Paoat Qo ith and Q. B 2ad. -
Bracx -k at @, R.ath; Ps,at Q. R, 5th: Kt
dth: Qu4th: @ Tth.and K. R. th
White to play nudnate in fuur moves.

SALUTION OF ProBLex No, 73,

White, Hiark.
1K tatd, 5th dis. ch. K.to B 2viera;
2. R, takes Kt ch, Kt takes R.
3. K. taken P. dia. ch. I, talios J. mate.
{a)
1. It to K, 4th

2. B.takey Kt. ch.

K.t B, 4th
3. P.takes P, ch

Q. takze P, mate.

One of the best-dressed young men fn Cht-
eagn, who parts his hair in the middie, essayed
to dellght a4 select party of ladies awd gentle
men onte evenlng by n fow flashas of wit. The
most noticeuble seintilntlon of his wit was 8
conundrim o Haw,* gafd  he..o pw--when
isn Indy wot n fady ™ Nobody eould tell
and the propounder of the eonundrum gave
the nnswer.  « When she's u Httle buggy,” be
sald, A dosd sllence fell on the company; and
the funny man was the foeus of many singular
glancen, o koon beenmeo eonselous that v some
one had blundeced,” 8o he dived fnto n vest
pocket, brought out & newsphper serigs read I
attentively three or four times, and then
brightened up., «Haw-.yes,” he sald; * of
course —hnwa—when she's u Httle valky, Kuow
$ wins some kind of a waggon.”




