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( Written for the ** Canadiun Nlustrated Newa,)

THE POTTLETON SOCIAL.

BY KPHRAIM,

‘Phe little town of Pottleton wae in a state
of unusunl excitement.,

The public pulse beat with alarming rapi-
dity. The social burometor indicated a change,
and genernl appearances tended townrds fever
heat.

Groups of persons were standing ou the pab-
lic squate, engaged in conversing upon some
all important topic, The office of the Pottleton
Trumpet wus regarded with especinl interest.
The leaves were blown in the sane dircction,
as If their presence was absolutely necessary,
and small clondd of dust met thew by appoint-
ment to discuss some prominent  question,
Fven the hungry dogs were attructed thither
by an unaccountable agency, and showed a
total disregard for the safety of their lives, and
a bold conteript for the city ordinance in
which they figured conspicuously,

A stesnger would have at first supposed it to
have been the eve of au clection ; but on se-
cond thought he wouald have discovered his
mistake—Ubuecause everybody was sober, Elees
tionr seldom troubled Pottleton; besides it
wag n moral tawn, and always appointed itx
ofticers for lengthened terms of office; thux
saving a large amonnt of money and a larger
mnoutit of time.

It bonsted a maileowd, o corporation, a town-
hali and a bauk. It possersed ali the require-
ments & town of its size nevded, nud do fur,
wis cottent,

The demoralizing effects of political excite-
ment had wot, az vet, contaminated Pottleton,
and it rejoived exceedingly in the bigh tone of
its moral status,

The chureh clock had just struck the hour
of 10 (A. M ) correetly for the first time ina
mounth

With commendable puncuiality the offive of
the Trumpet was thrown open to s large amd
caver crowd, which set at naspht the strenuous
cxertions of the constable, sherifl and town
clerk, whose several pesitions were combined
in the person of a wesk and bald-hended oti-
cinl, who vainly endeavoured to maintain
order by ohscrving ¢ Do keep back, geotle-
men, please, nnd respect the constable” Fail-
ing o obtain respeetin that enpacity, he would
appeal in virtae of his office as aberiff, and,
town-clerk as o last tesource, Whether on
acconnt o the thinness of his Y(,)’l-.'v_", or a lack
of beitting dignity of exterior to commnnd
respect, T cannot say ; but he suddenly retired
from thn contest,

The enuse of this excitement, which I will
presently explain, is based upon the authority
of the Trumpe itself, the o official organ of
Pottleton and immediate vicinity,” claiming
a circulation (principally in anpaid subscrip.
tione) greatly in exeess of any other paper in
the county, and, in consequence the best ad-
vertizing mediom (value taken out in teade to
xyit the convenfeuce of advertisers) you could
possibly select,

It wes independent in its political tone, and
its opinions were constantly changing. It ex-
hibited & marked caution {a it expressions
and vever teft itself open to a prosecution for
1ibed, as it was never khown 1o asstune Tespon-
gibility in any ghape whatever.  As o proof of
its importance ax one of the institutions of
the country, nnd ilostrating its freedom of
the press, it was full of typographical errors
which were committed with a corresponding
freedoam,

In explanation of this overwhelming rush |
refer you to thesecond column of the tirst page
of said Trumpet, whick 1 take the liberiy of
quoting ;

*Tus PuetLreros Lyerese-The members of this
distinguishod snciety wily give a grand. smentifie,
senl and liternty enurcrenzione at their Hall thiy
avening, st aight o'clock prompt, Our locni talent,
*of which Prattleton ix wu 3nstly proud, witl ment en
muiser, aud we anticipate an array of literary and
clussical ability, setdom if ever squalled in the Pro-
o vine

'u:;c" Arabella DeLaurey willsing n hravuro from
cone of the Ltalian mastors, in her most charming
styiat and Mr, St Clair, the gifted baritone, will
ren:dor his valuable assistance in s duet.
‘Tt worthy of reinark that whilo we nre happy
in noting tha admirable good taste thown by the
cotmnitten in the arrangement of its programne, it
te also obmervable that a higher tone of literary
*tnxeollence and elaasio ability will be prosented to n
diveritminating publie than has hitherto beon given
* hy the ancioty.
“Wa are alwaye ready ta admit that a becomine
mslosty ever charsctorires true gonius, but we
should fenl we were doing our citizeas an injustice

if we failod 1o presdiet that Pottleton may vet pro-
duece its Shakosponre v its Nilsson.
LT ) . - . * L4
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I regret iy timoe will not admit of giving
the whole of this interesting article which the
editor had taken unugual pains to *f set up”
correctly,

With the exception of Migs DeLnaures's
bracura and Mr, St, Clatr's selection the pro.
groamme was ariginal, :

Poema, articles on acientific subjects, papers
on domestic cconomy were all possorsed, if of
no other merit, that at least of origiuality,

Never before had  Pottleton held such a
% feaat of rearon " for twenty-five cents n head,
and it was to be expected such an occasion
should be hailed with betitting enthusiasm.
Every roserved geat was taken.  The princi-
pals of the young ladies™ seminaries had pro-

mised their puplls an intellectual treat of the
highest order; combining iustraction with
amusement, not forgetting to charge said
‘lreat” tojtheir respective parents and guar-
dians,

Dry goods stores and millinery establish-
ments had a busy day of it. Every available
inch of space had been engaged at the Stush
House by familics from the country.

The brars baud, numbering cight plecss, ex-
clugive of the dram and cymbals, was to
‘proceed " through the town and play in front
of the Lyceum in the evening,

The performance was billed to commenc: at
seven o'clock sharp,

At rix juvenile patrons of art cougregated be.
fore the door,and by half-past the side-walk was
crowded,  The pupils at the boarding-schools
went without tea to enable them to be present
in time,

Carriages, light and heavy waggons rumbled
along the High Street,

The Slush House preaented a britlinnt ap-
puearance,

The Town Hall clock was illmininated in
honour of the verasion,

A tasteful monogram, composed of the bt
ters @ P L. was ingeniously constructed ont
of Chinese Ianterns, and suspended in front of
the Lyceum. An enterprising mamber had
erected A transparency, with the words, # Li.
terature, Scicnce and Act?" boldly in<eribed
thereou.  Below these magic svmbols o in.
formed the readers—sivn painting exvonted
at reasonable rates,”

The doors oproed and the erash came. The
coustable wisely appointed three specials and
presented them with refreshment tickets in
consideration of their services.

Ar goon as the hous idilted it presented o
brilliant appearance.  Gayly-coloured dresses
of costly silks met the cye at vvery turn, and
contraxted finely with the sombre attice of the
gentlemen,  Jewely of immense valne (if yon
conld judge by the size of their  settings)
dazzled the eve. Varied tvpes of heanty
mingled together in o blazing galuxy of
wealth and refincment. Blondes el branettes
omtvied each other in the richness of the
wardrobe, and the rosente tinee of thelir com.
plexiona,  Pearl powder was at a premiom.
Roman noses buried themslvesin elalarately
laced handkerchiels of gossnmer tineness,

The unadulterated freshness of the school
gitlk—rome were badding ints womanuhoe] —
metlowed the beauty of the <cene.  Bracelets
of wonderful workmanship were displaved on
armf of alsbaster whiteness,  Chivnons of
every gize, hue, design and quality that yon
could think of, adorned the beads of the lnfies,
The atmosphere was permeated with w dedi-
cious odor of rare perfumes.  Pottleton ex.
celled itself,

The progrumme was selected with rreat care
and rend as Jollows -

PROGIAMME,
Overture ..o oo The Pottheton Bawl
Introductory Address, o, E. Freshwater, Eag,
Paper entitled « Farming and Reform

[Mr J, Snugger
Bracura, from {1 Trocarare ., Miss Arabella
[ e Laarey
Essay, ¢ Thoughts on Keeping an Huotol”

{A. Foug, He,
Duet, © When Shall the Harvest b 77

{ Miss A, De Lanrey & Mr, . St Clair,

nen’ and  soserdd

Recesa to conclude ioith retresl
g:)ui];.

The orchestra, which had been hard  at
work, opeoed the eveniog's entertainment.
1t showed evident signs of & prematurs tatizn.:
Some of the members presented a foundered
appearance from over-blowing,

The sgelection was fine-; bt
been better appreciated had the basscdoum
aud cymbalz not predominated  qaite
largely, as it marred the effect of the softer
toned picecs,

This volume of sound was understood to be
an instrumental representation of a battle
scene, in which the bass-drum was supposed
to be cannon, anid the side-drum a volley of
musketry. The shrieks of the wounded coulld
be heard from the clarionet with  horrible
fidelity, and the charge was beautifully render-
ed by the 15t E. flat cornet.,

After the last shot had bLeen fired and the
plaintive wailings of agony from the w unded
had gobbed themaelves wo sleep, the overture
closed amidst A gloomy and impressive
silence.

E. Freshwater, Esq., came next in order,
His appearance was the signal for one con-
tinuod demonstration of applause,

He bowed repeatedly, thrust hix hand care.
legaly through hair which wouldnt curl,
coughed gympathetically, postured gracefulle,
and digplayed his fiager ring to the best
advantage, - Laying his hand somowhere in
the region of hig heart, but sugrestively elose
to his vest pockot, he procecded :

would have

Ry

Ladies and Gontlomen: ‘
"hon Art and Boauty meot hero (neo to tace,
Fair Scioneco also cinimy of right a place,
With other aspirants to honoured Duuae.
Glorious Apollo bringing up the train~-
Though last, not least, a willing prizoner sure
With gracelul mion advancos laterature,

This happy allusion to the Trumpet was

_ publicly ncknowledged by its proprivtor, who
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exclaimed ¢ Not at all,”” which remark slightly
confured the speaker, who was doubtful in
what sense the expression was offered.)

Then ag we mingle in the busy throng

Wa pay our hom g to the Queen of Song,

While diff'rent tastes thoir diff'rent subjects

. , fchoose ;

Some worship murie—others court the muse,

And ux J gaze around this heautenus scene—

Awm [ awake, or i2't some fancied dream ? ,

Cun wieh things bl so lovely. wondrous, grand ?

(e ix't « romance from aweet fuiry-land ?

What Kindred epirits have [ strayed among?

It ix, it must be, elassic Pottleton!

No flowery lnngunge enn my thoughts express

Il tamnltous heaviogs of my throbbing breast.

I weak and feebls words [ but convey

The pride and happiness I feol to-dny.

Then old and young. ye friendx and patrong dear,

Thrice welenute all, a thoasand welcomnes here!

The poetic allusion to the « Queen of Song”’
evidently referrecd to Mirg De Laurey, and
took immensely,

It was Beveral minutes before Mr. Fresh-
water recovered suflicient comporure to bow
himself off the stage,

Well might Pottleton be proud of such
talent!  Ax the enthuasiasm had toncd itself
down, Mr. Junes Snugger made his appear.
ance:,

This gentleman had s matter-of-fact busi-
ness air abont him, which told greatly in his
favour. With mature deliberation he slowly
unfolded his muanuseript and lavoched into
baziness,  Hisn writing, like himself, was
plain and easily understood. I will endeavour
to wive vou an idea of the substagee of his
remarks ;

Hee truly observed that a considerable
quantity of land isannually wasted through ex-
travazant farming. This is an age of progress;
but althoush an age of progreas it should also

be one of eeonomy. Mr. Saugger dida't
believe in such lavish consumption of earth,

and he proved, by carefully drawn-up statis-
tics, that several million dollars are annoually
thrown away through  the recklessness of
short-vighted  acriculturists.  This, he con-
sidered, is a0 retrogade moveiment instead of a
progresional one. He felt it his duty to point
out these things, and although he was likely
toaneot with opposition from prejudiced per-
<ofis, he was not to be debarred from his
olbiject,

Sompe people mizht suy if be knew s0 much
abont these matters why dido’t he give them
the venetit of his experience ?  He would do
Mr. Snuwger then went on to show the
di Terent kinds of vegetables which would
vield the best paying eapital. (I will omit
thi< partion of his subject, as it is purely
technicall)

His conelnding remarks were @

inild sour land on the perpendiulear,
Yeou thus econmmnize vour earth surface and
an grow nogreater variety of produce.”

“You witl ind this method to work ex-
ceedingly well,  Get your neighbour to plant
srmething on one side and you something on
tto: nther, and yon will find your own crop
double that of any year preceding. Should
vour species of vegetable be stronger than his,
it i< very protalle an amalezamation will take
place, novel in charcter as well as agreeable
to the palate and wseful to science at large.”

Mr. Snugger vetieed, a triviphant amile of
self-satisfaction sufusing his ruddy face.

Mr. Snmnrer’s exit caused a general refer-
ence to the programme to sec what was coming
next. Double-barrelled opera glasses were
tevelled at the stage in expectation of Miss
Armbetin Delaurey’s entrance,

The prima Jdanna made ber enerde. With a
bow of matchless grace she took in the whole
house with one glance of her expressive eve ;
the soft patting of gloved hands brought forth
a xmile of singular sweetness, which revealed
i st of magnificent teethe—not her own,

The lady was builtin the Elizabethan style
of architecture and of rugged proportions
(vabgarly termed < serargy.”)  Her age might
hinve beens cither twenty or forty.  Her face
wis oval and Lits expression spirituelle.  The
colotir of her hanir—or rather the hair she
wore—was an intense anburn,  Her forehead
was bromd and intellectaal.  Her eves large
and penetrating and diinted with belladonna.
Her noese was of the composite order—Roman
aboave the bridee, Greeian below it Her
waist—woell her waist was considerable of &
waste.,

Tnoone gloved hand she held o mutilated
picee of  sheet musie, and, in the other, &
povket-landkerchief—with her right she ar-
rauged the folds of her drapery tn the most
approved style, and with her left slightly
raised her skirt, showing a delicntely formed
fool eneased in A namber vine sasiu waiter,
Shu stretched herself to her full height, cast
a ook of contempt at the pianist, which
onghit o bave aunihilated him on the spot—
but didn’t—raised her eyes heavenward, toved
with her bracelet, shook herself togethuer and
wenit in heavy on the laalian,

As nobpdy kuew much about the language
everyboiy ngreed upon the correctuess of her
aceent,  The only syllables 1 could hear dis-
tinctly were ‘a moor, @ moor, acoor a poes del
A gentleman who had
been ta taly sometime in his vouth =aid she
was singing something abosr <4 s haa
going for o nigger.”

Of course Miss Delauroy was encored (that
had been provided for Leforehand), and she
woent through the same performance to the
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jawed and hawk-cyed,

delight of an intelligent audience. - The way
she rolled her eyes as well a3 her voice waR
truly thrilling ! .

Alfred Fogg, Esq., one of the thinnest men
in Pottleton, succevded the prima donna, and
read a short essay— Thoughts on Keeping a
Hotel”

Mr. Fogg besides being thin was lanterned-
His appearance led
you to suppose he had never seen the inside
of a hotel in his life; but as he was going
to tell us something about keeping one, the
presumption was hie would gut fatter by-and-
by. His remarks were listened to with much
interest, probably because the subject was
about something to eat. It made you hungry
to look at him, it did indeed,

I will give you his closing remarks :

# I have made up my mind,” he said, ¥ that
it does require a smart mnan to keep a hotel
With painful consciousness I am aware that [
awm not, in this connection, 4 smart man. I
have tried it and ought to know ; T have lost
money at it, and my experience iz from actoal
knowledge. We must creep, vy triends, before
we can walk., 1 crept and kept on creeping,
but I never walked in the hotel sense of the
word, though my customers did—they walked
off without paying. It was u sorrowful stag-
ger with me. [ opened a restaurant—opot a
farge one, my means being limited. For the
first week I had no customers. The second
week business was more encouraging, They
came, but brought their own dinners, and [
lent ‘e the knives und forks.

“The third week I took in bhalf a dollar,
T'he fourth week, it was on Manday, a gentle-
munly-looking person called upon me and
made numerous ioquiries,  He becawe in-
terested, and made himself uousvally agree-
able. | thought he had an idea of baying me
out, and [ was only too ready o jump at the
chance. Feeling my way cautiousty [ in-
gquired if such was lus intention.

5 0h dear, no; by no means’

#hen why this inforest in a stranger’s
affairs 7

“ Loor here, said he, # do you repose much
confidence ig huwman natare

“ ¢ Seme, I replied, but very little. Why 2

“iBecause if you do, repose that contidence
in me!

“ A transient smile sutfus+d his face as he
continued :

Wil you cook this sausaze and lend me
aquarter?  Sav, will you?”

« I did neither, and then [ knew how sharp
a man it required to Keep a hotel success-
fully.”

Mr. Fogyr was allowed to retire, feeling per-
suaded that the aundience sympathized with
him in his great grief.

As soun as Ar, St Clair appeared on the
stage, leading in Miss Arabella Delaurey,
tine opern glnsses were again brought into re-
quisitioa, and Mr. st Clair was geeeted with
rapturous applause.

They then introduced the latest stage bow
aud looked at cach other.

Mr, St Ulair made quite an extensive dis-
play of shirt bosom, wrist-bands and white
gloves. He ficst drew public attention to the
capacious ditnensions of shirt bosom, (his idea
evidently being to let people know he had
one) then pulied down his wrist-bunds to
show they were not paper, referred to his col-
lar, looked at his audience attentively, also
cottrhed twice, glanced at the audivnce scoru-
fuliy, wiped his moustache and turned to Miss
Delaurey, as much as to say : % [ am quite
ready, what are you waiting r?"  The
planist received the customary scowl and
playved a prelude to the duet referred to in the
programme. - The prelude was finished.  Mr.
St. Clair then asked Miss DeLaurey in a deep
tone of voice, * When will the harvest be?”
She replied to hiz gquestiou, seemiogly much
hart, by asking Aim, » When will the harvest
be 7 He deigned no reply: but a sudden in-
spiration seizing them both they simultane-
ously repeated the question. An elderly
farmer in front ¢ guessed they didn’t know
much about harvesting”  The question was
agsin asked, and the same geatleman ex-
pressed his opinion, rather loudly, that if the
weather was good the harvest might be aweek
varlier than {ast year. This caused a laugh
among those who heard it, and was the oaly
auswer that applicd w the question.

Tuis coucluded the muasiest and literary
exercises, and the lyeenm adjourned to re-
freshment and social gossip.

The gastronomical abilities of the cook at
the Slush Houss was severely tested.  lee
cream, raspoerty cakes, jelly  eoakes, fruit
cakes, custard, coffee, spouge cakes, current

cakes, pound cakes, plum cakes, tea, choco-

Tate, apples, nuts, oramges, cold water awnd
atevteras, were partakan of with s vigour that
itmpressed vou d -eply with the capacity ot the
Pottletonian appetite. But eating aad drink-
ing must come ko sn cod,

The prias donnna vecsived her congratula .
tions gracefully, and affected the usual lan.
guid air those Indies are supposed to have at
theic command -~ She gut up a stereotyped

smile, which wonld have looked well in priar,
and never left her the whole evening, . 1 am
sorry to say [conld not- stay long enough 'to
enjoy all the good things I saw and heard,
but T waent wway fully satisfied that the social
should not pass unrecorded.




