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,Jrl) morning. on ) one of' the bhrkLaL dny.s, in the Black
L Cotntry' of England. -1 he sun was supposed 1o have been up |
’ for two hours, but: his Solar Majesty evinced no disposition to |
| shew his face, nay, scemed - inclined 1o keep to hisibed: roomI
all day, a habit 16 wlm.h he was much addicted in this neigh- §
bourhood during the month of Nov Lml)c Black were the
roads, as tlxough macadamized with coal; black were thel
cottages, and grimy and sooty - the men .md women. One;
:«ohmr\ stunted tree stood by the way side, but scc.mcd’
\mduilv out of place. It looked liked an undutal\ur s wand, Z
with-a few sable plumes growing out of the top. T'he locality |
‘of which we speak wis mllul by courtesy “a Common,”
. though about as unlike anlnglish Common as it was posstbh.
o, bg.. No grass, no sheep browzing, no cattle grazing :—
‘animals require nourishment, and cannot feed on the fmrr-
‘ments and dustof coal;  Around the Common were a series
of small dwellings. occupied with a_busy industry of their
own. The:tenants of  these were all nail m.ﬁ«.rb, but the
effects of machinery were fast diminishing their number, - A
shed was'in the middle. of the Comman, ™ This covered =
Cwindlass and othvr"(::mnb. at which were working. three men,
drawing up © iron stong ” from the bowels of the earth, Al
around -would “have been one vast plain; had not man- dis-:
covered the treasures which lurked . in, the depths beneath.
Here were to be seen tall gaunt chimneyvs, which had once
been red brick, - but-werc now as. black-as ink. . These
were of every un’lrrmnblu siz¢ and “shape, but. had one pecu-
 liarity in common. . There were none of - them upnwht and
5;)‘.rpclx(i.ctxl‘1r but- all p'xr.rmL of the characteristics of the
Leaning Tower oi Pisa. lh(_\ would plays tricks too, these
'ro«rmsh chimneys 19 Oné “day, one”would. take as freak’ and
’n"ht himself like n ship i another day it-would lurch and
lean over on the other side. Sometinies part-of it would
‘topple over and.injure several people ;3 but this’ was not a
‘common occurrence. (U he hou\cz,, factories, :md okhgr build-
ingzs were addicted 1o similir eccentricities.” To'a stmn'*u
ftlub was mcompr-.,hunmbh,,‘ but to. a:native of these p.lr[s.
| who'. knew ' that “the: whale: country.- was | undermined’ for
; mﬂes, it ‘was " looked upon 'si

i

] dimply "as ‘a matter of course.
“But'it must'not: be supposed that the whale: nu«*hbourhood
Uiwasone of Cimmerian. gloom.  Fires were, bmnm« inevery
; direction<~some issuing from the \np\ of tall shafts—others
ssceming to come, like voleanic cruptions, from ‘the  inmost
*recesses of the earth.. Here and’ there a whole building|
~seemed on fire. The clang of mighty steam hammers, and ;
! the rumble of  huge m!!mw mills baiokened the places where
" are made the rails which are destinedd 16 ¢arry the  passenger
- over miles of road, through English fie Jds, or Russian plains,
Indian jungles, C)I"p"!h"q)“} American pmm,vai forests!
Hereisa range of chemical works. - The fires are burning
! rul. and blue, .md green, ke astage llu\mu i~the \nlL”b, or
trather si«’xmhu are pesiiferous and suf¥ umtmq; but -from
henee come drugs for: the doctor, materials for the:calico;
-prm’m’ and ¢ f}u. acids for the metal'worker, pwnums for the
artist, and cosmetics for’ * the Girl of ‘the Period.” = Let us
turn round again.  What are those rows of huge, black in-
verted f'unn(,lr. with ‘Aaming summits 7~ These are the works
from *whence' issuc witidow wlass to make the poor man’s
dwelling: chf.erful .n(i lmht.
‘bcmt) ;
S But how is it th:\t Lhc mouths of the co*d pus scem qulct
3:md ddle’ torday 2 bh\phpmu not, oh,, stranger! - This. is-
iMonday ; and’ \lon(h), as ‘well as Sunday, is” a mcn.cl day
withi the. black country  collier—a dav 16 be- kept, holy after
his ‘fashion==a " day consccrated” to beer iin. enormous quan-
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and -mirrors for the tozk,t of'

and -cursmg——to cvcs blacker than’ “usual—to’ ‘encounters”of ’
of ‘dog with dog, and of dog.with rat and -

man with man,
* i badger. . * To- m«ht il be }us pleasure to be drunk,” very
“drunk, and woe to his wife, il 'shé have not a hot supper of
somuhmu profusely ﬁavour«.cl with onions, when her:lord
comes home.
bu.nl-. chairs and tables to pieces.
“Tro-morrow she will, say 2 b:t:cr ihmg, ) :
Pulling . her ‘sleeve 'down 'lest the bruises show—‘ :

CA Tiude thing, but meant. for an excuse—

¢ My m.mcr is Ut worse th'm many men. '

And

"on his back, K mppmg at the natural ceiling.

were, but there is infinité reom for improvement.
have done but little. “They havelbeen frightened away.:
make a suggestion to: muscular: C,hrlst:'uutv.
stalwart, Wc.ll trained (I' mean physically) and selfduwmg
Minister take his stand in the ¥ Black Country,” and com-
mence to preach a sermon.  In the space of about a minute
and a half one of his hearers will * Eave arf a brick at him.”
Let him- instantly ch'zlh_nm. that man' to a fight. . He will
have gained a sort of rou«rh respect already. ‘1f he comports
lnmsclf bravely, and mkcs his drubbing like a man, these
men will come” and hear him preach next Sunday. Should

he \ull be able to do what he likes with them.

opponent,
thouvh true, and very

Now, this may appear:very fanciful;

“ Black -Country m‘m’*’ heart. He loves ¥ pluck ~and
courage, becausé: he’ understands it.  He ranks it as the chief
virtug¢ of man. L hls is not a mere admiration of ‘brute phy-

':;xcal force, not o’ mere delight in a'row. He always insists
on fuir play. A fight is not with- him- a -matter to be im-
provised in a huxr\, it must be organised in 2’ business:-like:
manner.

which. dufr.xde him?® bdow ithat level ; but- for: this’ he has
»un.lv someexcuses. . His . enormous beer- drmkmo- propen-
sities onrrnmu. in th'u mordxmtg thlrst which’is common to
all men’ whose, dmlv ‘occupation is the! imndim« of coal.”

has learnt (.nough 1o enable ‘m’i “ro-getonin the world”
his fashion. By working piece- work - for five

He
after

Fle is thus far better off than 2 xmchqmc, . His wants are
beef, beer, igin, boiled ' rabbits smothered | in onions, coarse
clothes, and last, not least, a bull terrier pup. - But'he is not.
altogether a brute; hé has some: of the characteristics even of
a: "uuh_m-m He fights. with-fists alone ;. he- neither robs
nor murders’ He In> no swnp'uh\' for revo I\'ers, hillelaghs,
bowie-knives or stilettos. “He ‘never’ steals:
with rathera bad rz.puw.uon for !"mg. Lhc colhur is known for
‘his trathfulness:
:But to return 10 our-story. . .\ m_nulm, hfrht 1s Oomor on in
‘oné corner of the Common, bum.ux two: lads of fifteen. One
of these is a native of the place ; the other xs—-—Gc.mch\\’mter.

‘( 7o be m:.f.‘m:mi._) : 4
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“1In thc pxc»un day. on the other hand, the :direct n.nch.ncx of know'
lcdnv. 'md science was the pcr\crqon and destruction’ of God’s truth.

-

dcqr'\clul and = ridiculous —~that . ~were

the f'ﬂsz. rgln,lonx——cormpu.d
none s’ frivolous and childish as those

among the: Pagans, there were

e, e o

txtu.s-—-lo ﬁcquult pomlmm of 1rduu spirits—1t0 loud l'ﬂkmv

a recent ,rcrmon Mmr/:»:{ in (,ui:.f.’r C;x.‘.cdml b}' Deas

Clase.)

Fie will curse “her, "will beat her, and will

then the man will go to work and will toil hard for»
five days, digging co‘zl from the sides of the _mine, or lying

‘T'he morals of the “black countrv" are bctter than they’
\hmsters ‘

Let some..

i he, which is not, however, probable, succeed in thras'nnrr his’

br ut'\l which it certainly is ; but:this is the way'to get at a

A collier of this district has some qualities which "
do not raise him . much: above the ‘beasts of the field, some:

: His |
brutishness comes from. the mother  of. ali enl-—wnomnce..,‘

days -in .
the weck he can earn, on an average, two pounds sterling..,

In a country ;

“He was bold to'say that.in'all thé “dreams ol Hindoos,and all -

urito which the scievice [of:the present, day had- reduced Four . scientfic




