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HE HESTORY OF A LOAFER and cursing-to eyes blacker than usual-to encounters of
mian with nan, of dog with dog, and of dog wiîth rat and
badger "1To-night,'twill be bis pleasure to be drunk," very
drunno no ah nk, and woe ta his wife, if she have not a hot supper of

1 r morlnmg on one of the blackest days, mn thre Black
sonething profusely flavoured with oions, when her lord

Coutr" o Eglad.Thesu wa sl pse t hve ee upcoes hiome. H-e vill curse her wlbat hier,, and wil
otours butis Solar Majesty eviced no disposition to l

Sbreak chairs and tables to pieces.
shew his face, nay, seemed mehned to keep to his bed-room
ail day, a habit to which he was much addicted in this neigh To-morrow she will.say a bitter thmg,

rood din the inonth of Noveinber. Black were the Pulling her sleeve lown lest the brurses show-
roui a g . .l A ttlthmg, but meant for an excuse-

rasasthougli mnacadaized with coal ; black were the My mtersnown:hamnye.roi, 1 lis, asMV mlaster is not wo.,rse thail snany men.'
cottages, and grimv and soty the inen and wonen. One
solitary stunted tree stood by tI %vay side, but seemcd AnI then the man will go to work and will toil hard for

woefullv out of place. i t looked iliked an undertaker's wand, hve days, digging coal fron the sides of the mine, or lying
with a few sable plumesgrowing out of the top. 'he locality on is back, " apping ai the natural ceimn.

of which we speak was called by courtesy " a Comnion l The morals of the " black countrv" are better than they

though about as imnlike an Einglish Connnon as it was possible were, but there is infnite rmom for improveient. Ministers

to be. No grass, no sheep browzing no cattle grazing: have done but little. They have been frightened away. I
animals repuire nourishmnttt aid cannot feed on the frag- make a suggestion to muscular Christianity. Let some

nents and clust of coal Arounid the 'Coninon werc a series stalwart, %vell trained (F mean phvsically) and self-denying
of smuall dvellings. occupicd with a busy industry of their M inister take his stand iii the " Black Country," and com-

own. ie tenants of these werc all nail makers, but the Inence ta preach a sermon In the space of about a minute

fccets of iachinery were fast diminishing itheir number, A and a lalf one of bis hearers will "' Eave arf a brick at hum."

shecd was in the niddle of the Cominon ' This covered a Let him instantly challenge that man to a fight. 1-le will

windlass and thergearing, at wvlich were workiîîg three men, have gained a sort of rough respect aireacly. If lie comports
drawing up iroil stole from the bowels of the earth. All imsielf bravelv. anti takes his drubbîng like a man, these

arotund would have been one vast plaine and not man dis- men wilI coine and hear hini preach next Sunday. Should
coveretd the treasures whlich lurked ini the deptis beneath. lie, which is not, however, probable, succeed in thrashing his
H-tere were t'e be seei tall aint chinneys, which bad once opponent, he will be able to do what he likes with then.

been red brick but vere now as black as ink. These Nowthis may appear very fanciful, though true, and very
were of everv imaginable size and shape, but had one pect- brutal. which it certainiv is but this is the Way to get at a

lîarity in coinion. .There Wre none of then upright and " Black Couintrvman's ' heart- He loves 'pluck " and

perpendiculare bu t all partook of the ciharacteristics or the courage, because le understands ir. He ranks it as the chief

Leaning Tower of Pisa. Thev would play tricks too. these virme of man. This is not a mere admiration of brute plhiy-

roguish chiniCvs (.,ne ai. one would take a freak and sical force, not a inere delight in a row. He always insists

right hiiiself like a ship another dav it would lurch and 1 on fair lh A fight is not with him a matter to be irm-

leain over an ie other :ide. Sometiines part of it would provised in a hurry it nust be organised in a business÷like

topple over and injure several people but this vas not a manner. A collier of this district bas soie qualities which

conunlri occurrence. 'lhe nouses, factories. and other build- do not raise him nuch above the beasts of the field. soine

inigs ere addlicted0 oimih e1entreities To stranger vhich degrade iim below ,that level ; but for this he bas

thcis w-as inîccprebnible, but io a native of these parts. surelv soie excuses. 1-is enormous beer-drikig propen
vl>Iaknuewd hat the wlie cott xvas uîîdermined for sities originale in that inordinate thirst whihc. is common to

nies, i looked upn snpl a matter of course all mi whosealy occupation is the handling of coal His

But it must not bestpposed that le whole neigiboutirhood brutislhness corîes from the motlier of ail eveil-ignorance.

was ane of Cinimerianigloom. Fires were buriig in every I- e hias learnt enough to enable him to get on in the world"

dlirectioi--sonie issiing Ironi te top; o tall slafts-others after his fashion. By3 workiîg piece-work for five days in
seemîing to comle, like volcanic eruptions. from the inmost the week he can earn, on an average, twO pounds sterlin

recesses of the earth. Hure ani there a whole building I le is thus far better off thi n i mechaic. His wants are

sieme on fir. Th'lie clang of mighty steani iaiers and beef, beer. gin, boild rabbits smîothered in onions, coarse
the rumble of huigerolling nills betokened thre places where clotles, and last, not leasi, a bull terrier pup. But le is not

aremde the rails hich aredestined t oaarrv thlie passenger atogethlier a brute; le has soie of the characteristics even of

over miles of roalbrough EnglisI alds, tr'Russian plais, a gentlenan, He fglts wiîh fists alone he neither rabs

Iltdian juigiles or, perhapr, Aiticiicai priieval forests. nor nuîrdcrs. 1-le lias no sympathv for revolvers, shillelaghs,
Here is a range of chcl 'vorks. Fle tires are burîiing- bo vie kniives or stilettos. 'He never steals. In a country
red and blIe and greien, like a stage illiii; the siells, or with rather a b:d reputation for ying. the collier is known for

rathietr steniclhes. a:re pestite rus anid suiTocating but from his trutlfulness
buence coi drngs foi th doctor. maerials for the calico But ta return ta aur story. A genuine fightis going on n

prilter anîd dyer. acids for the îineral xvorker, pigments for the one corner of the Common, between tvo lads of fifteen. One

artist, and cosînetics for L tie Girl of the Period.' Let us of these is a native of the place ; the other is-Gerald Winter.

turn round again. What are those rows of huge, black in- (To br con.inued.)
verted fuinels with iai"- suin its ? These. are the work-s
fromn: whlence issue wiîudow glass to make the poor ian'
dwclling cheerful and liglht. and mirrors for the toilet of RUBBISH tSHO IE E
beauty ln the prcsent ttay, on the other hand. the direct tendencv of know-

But huoîw is it that the iouths of tle coal-pits scem quiet edge and science as the pervesion and destrucuon of G'od's truth

and idl to-Iay ? Blasphenc not, oh stranger ! 'I'is is lie was bold to say that. in all the drcanis ofC titndoos. and, at

,4 ava; atid.M\Ioiiday, as wcll fa Sunrav, is a sacreclay Uic alse reigions-corrupîted, degrade. mux ridiculou-that were
ondayte and condayasll a Suntasa b sacreo ayer aimong tie lagans, ticre were none su frivolous and childish as those
th the black country colher-aun wtîicth the science of the present day had reduced: our scientfic

his fashionu- lay consecratel to beer in enormous quam- (u.romfl a rei»ent Serne n ad Dea

i tties-to frequciut potations of ardent spirits-to loud taiking clase.)


