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masses on the hills—when the green turf grew mire, and the lealy coppice a tex-
ture of wet brown' twigy, and roots. and yellow turpid pools settled along the
course of the yavines, it was nowoender that the tents of the Arab; who is at least
dry and warm in his desert, seemed prefernble to the cump bcfure Schastopol, and
tho hardiest soldiers turned now and then 2 longing thought to the firesides of
England. - . - T ) : .

o CHAP, X.—COMMENCEMENT OF ‘TIE SIEGE,

The ravines already menlioned, five in number, beginning in the middle of the
plains of the peninsula, descend in courses, more or less winding, to the hasin of
the harbonr,  On the slopes of the plain, between these ravines, the Jnglish bat-
teries were traced.  In tront of them, in the angle made by the outer and inner
harbours, and en the vight of the Intter, stand some Jarge public huildings belong-
ing to the dockard, anda large barrack.,  These, inthe absence of “permanent
defensive works, were covered by strong and s0lid earthen batterjes on command-

Cing points thrown up simultancously withi'the progress of our own trenches.  In
frong'of the right of our attacleavas & round_tower, surrounded by an intrench-
ment armed on wll gides with heavy guns, Nextwas a very jarge battery, com-
poscd of two fages meeting in a snlicnt angle; this.was known during the sicge
as the Itedan.  Near the inner harbour was another known as the JBwrack Bat-
tery, enpable of firing oun our left batteries or on the French.  These were all that
were immediately opposed to us, hesides the hrondsides of a line-of-hattle ship in
the inner harbour, and the long guns of sume steamers. .

Between the English cnmps and’ the fortress the ground sloped npward to o
ridge, and then downward towards the Rusginn butteries. 1t it evident that the
further down theso slopes our trenches were placed, the more they were commian-

. - ded by the eneny, and the higher must be the preapets to cover us from their

fire... Jo sueh very stony and deficient soils it would have been almost impossi-
Hle to obtnin the requisite nmount of.carth very Jow down on the slopes, and our
“lirst hatteries were placed vn some spots where tho-ground rose gently upward
for a gpneo on the faeo of the descent. S
Prom the left of the grent ravine to Quarantine Harbour the ground is compa-
- ratively flnt and unbroken, and on the right portion of this space the Freneh
trenches wore opened at much shorter range than those of the nglish.  In the
“ungles of the vuter and inner harbours, opposite the Irench attack, stands 1l

- town of Sebagtopol, protected partly by parapets of wnnsonry, partly by carthen

batteried. . . .
" The destinetive features of the enmpaign have been noticed in a preceding
chapter; the siogo now commencesd has nlso jts peenlinritics.

In urdinary gieges, the place having been completely invested so as to confine
the garridon to ity own resourees, the trenches are opened at aboutsix hundred
yards, enclosing ons or more salient points of the fortifieations Thus the works
of the assnillinnts buing on the are of the outer of Lwo concentric circles deseribed
from o point within tho fortress, while the defences are on tho are of the inner
ono, six hundrod yards nenrer the centros, it follows that the beseigers always
have apace for a far greater number of guns than are monnted on the works to op-
posa them. . Whon tho superior fire trom the batteries in the trenches has overs

- powared that of tho place, tho: works nro pushed forward; other batteries are es-
- tablished close enough to brench tho wally s and the breach hecoming pratieable,
- tho assnult is made, and the garrison, being overpowered by superior numbers,
the placo is taken. ’ : ’ :
. In the prosent instance, the assailing forco being insuflicient to enclose the
whole oxtent of front, thesouthern »idu of the harbour only was invested, lenving
the formidable furts on the north unassuilied, nnd the road from the interior free
for wupplivs of all Kimds,  “Fhe fronp attacked being nbout three miles in extent,
tho space ab the disposal of the gravrison enable thent to reply with at Jeast as ma-
ny gitns ag tho besicgers could bring to attack them,  But'had the Russinn bat-
tarios boen totaly siloncod, and the sonth sido taken by nssnult, the outer harbour,
acting as n hugo wot ditely, presented n fresh obstacle, backed by a fresh line off
. baltories, and rendered a new series of operntions neeessary. 14 the harbour had
romiined open tho fleot might have come in to suppert an assanlt of the land
forces 3 Lut on cutering Subnstopol after the defent at the Atma, Menschikof) had
eaused eight lurgo ships to bo sunlk aeross tho entrance.  Honecforward, so lung

as thin abstaele oxisted, the operntion of the fleots was limited to waking adiver-

- wlon by attacking the forts at the entranco; and this was the part it took in the

combined attack, :

Until the whelo of the allicd hatteries wero ready to open together, not o gun
roplied to tho firo which the Russinng did not ceaso to direet, fisst upon our camps
and afterwads on our trenchos,  Hiddon ns tho allicd enmps were behind the
erost of o hill, thero munt have beon somothing of mystery and awo for the garri-
son In this stenngo viloneo, ahmost the only token of the presence of an enemy

" balug the Inevensing height of the pavapots of tho trenches.

On tha 17th at duy light, pursuant to tho general ordevs of the night before,
tho sltonee was broken by sneh a peal of artillery s hns searcely ever before, in
tho most fnmous battles or sioges, shakon the carth aronud the cambattants. A
hundred and twenty-six picees, many of them of the largest ealibre, opened at

“oneo opon the Russinn defonces, and wore answored by a still larger number, of
uqm\l‘mufu and power, ‘The din was incessant, and tho smoke in the batteries
w0 donsw that aftor a fuw rounds thae gunners 1nid their picees rather by the line on

" the platforis thau by & view of the object aimod at. Tho first visible effect of

. our lire was on the Round Towor, tho Yiecos mounted on which were soon dis.
by the shat of the heavy G63-pounder

gutk i the naval battory on the right, practising at a range of more than 2000
Sovornl ox‘ﬂusions touk place this day—tho first in a French Dbattery,

whoro n magazine blow up at half<past vight in the moeming, killing and wound-
lag ARy wow and disabling the battery ; another less sorlous one oceured nfter
gu tho French lines, I the nllervoon the Mwssinn magazine in the Re-

. dan wan firod by w'sholl from the English batterios, and silonced a great number
“of Ita guns : aml:shortly afterwards o numbor of cases filled with powder blow

‘guns (a e invention now tried for thefi

up in rear of the English trenches, doing but little damage. - The Lancaster
) tiiwse in war); of which there were
several in our batteries, sent furth the missiles with a rushing noise exactly like
that of a railway train, andwere distinguishable at each discharge amid the din of
the canmonade. . ' N

Atone o'clock the French and English fleets, whose attack had been anxious-
ly expected, stood in, and engaged the forts at the mouth of the harbour, thefor-
mer on the south, the latter on the northside; and the deep volleying thunder
of their broadsides, continuing withont an iustant’s pause, gave ancew character to
the cannonade, while a dense canopy of smoke, hanging heavily abovethescene,
hid the sea, the harbour, and the town, from the spectators on the heights in front

of the English camp. The Agamewnnon and the Sunspareil maintained on this oe- -

easion a position much nearer to the forts than the restof the feet, which ancher-
ed, for the most part, at upwards of 2000 yurds. :

When the fire ceased at nightfall, and the gains and losses were counted up, .

the result was by no means’ commenswrite with the expeetations previously a-
float in the aiticd amny.  High authoerity had been quoted for the opinion that
we should siletice the Russian batteries in a few bours. The less sanguine had
preseribed three days as the lmits of the contest.  Our progress hitherto had fal-
len short even of the latter csthsate.  On the Russian side many guns had been
disahbled, the works lad been much damaged, and Fort Qonstantine was said to
be seriously shaken by the fire of the two line-of-battle ships; but on ours, the
Iyench attnek had towally consed sinee the explosions of theworning.  The Rus-
sian works, ‘being of cirth like ourown, were repaired with equal faciillty, and
the disabled guns were replaced by fresh ones from the arsenal. 1t was while
watching the renewing vigour of the enemy’s fire, and seeing our own wounded
horne by from the trenches, that we reeeived on the 18th the mail bringing the
absurd and mischievons announcement of the fall of Sebastopol, and read the de-
tails of our own imaginary victory—an announcement happily characterised after-
wards in a newspaper article as - “discounting” the glory of the conquest. 1t
:l\':ls rubbing success of its best rewards thus to give us honours befure they were
ue.

The interest excited by a contest of artillery, without decided advantage on
cither side, soon Innguishes; and in a few days the thunder of the bumbardment
was almost unheeded.  But the troups in the trenches and batteries were hardly
waorked, and exposed by day incessantly to a tremendous fire. ~Lhe space in the
magnzines in our batteries was at first insuflicient to” hold anumunition for the
day’s consumption, and to take in fresh supplies formed one of the most trying
duties which artillery-men can be called on to perfurm.  Waggoens filled with
wwder, drawn by horses of the ficld-batteries, were driven duwn the face of a
Lill for upwards of Lalf a mile, in full view, -and qunite within range of the ene-
my’s guns, A shell bursting in the waggons would have blown horses and men
into the air; and to the risk of this werc added the usual chances being struck
by shot or splinters; yet neither the officers (often mere boys) nor the drivers
ever showed the slightest hesitation in proceeding on their periluus errand.  Se-
veral horses were kilied by eannun-shot, and on one oceasion a shell, lodging be-
tween the spokes of & wheel, exploded there, blowing off three wheels and the
side of the waggeon, and l)lzxckcnin;.i the cases of powder withoutigniting their con-
tents.  Hitherto the attention of the Allies had been concentrated on the fortress,
but on the 20th October o new clement foreed itself into their caleulations.  Rus-
sian troops showed themselves on the cluster of Jow heights which, as beforo
mentioned, divide the valley of the Tehernaya into two deliles.  Svme Cossack
horsemen lounged about the meadows at about two thousand yards from our posi-
tion, and about ifty infantry soldivrs, cmerging from o vavine in the heights,
crossed to the river for water, remaining for some time on the bank ef the stream,
and returning with o deliberation which showed they felt secure of stlﬁport if
molested. A body of cavalry with some guns also posted itself on the Bakshi-
serni rond, near the bridge which erosses the ‘Cehernaya there, and elose to the
meadow where our own artillery had bivouacked on the night of the flank march.
rom day to day this force seemed to he augmented, and was judged to be the
rearguard of an’ army whose numbers, being hidden in the farther defile, wero
unknown.

On the night of the 20th a sortic was made by the garrison on the French tren-
ches.  The Russinng, calling out in French, “Ne tirez pus, nous sommes An-
#lais,"” penctrated into the works without opposiliol.l,_und. bayoneted some of the
defenders, but were speedily repulsed wiih aloss of six killed and four wounded.
During the next few nights some Russinn guns of the heights in the valley onco.
or twice vpened fire on the Lurks garrisoning the outpost in front of Balaklva,
without result.

CHAP. XL—ATTACK ON BALAKLAVA.

In the description of our position, the line of outposts occupicd by the Turks
was said to be onn 4 range of low hills, erossing the plain from below the heights
of the platean to tho opposite mountaing near the village of Kamara. Between
theso hills the plain slopes upward from Balaklava te a ridge, and down on tho
opposite side, where tho valley, as before mentioned, is divided into two defiles,
the one sweeping round to the left under the heights of the plateau held by the
Allies, tho other passing straight on to the Tehernaya.  In this latter defile, and
on the low eminences dividing it from the other, the Russian army, now number-
ing thirty thousand men. under General Liprandi, was posted. L

At daybreal on the 25th the Russian guns on the emirences and in the valley
commenced n cannonade o the outpests held by the Turks. A troop of horse-
artillery and a field-battery, supported by the Scots Greys, were ordered up from
Baluklava to tho slopes between the outposts, and found themselves opposed to
thoe fire of several ficld-batteries and some guns of position, which covered an ad-
vance of infantry ngzainst the hills on the right. ~ As the troop was armed only
with six-pounders, it and the ficld-battery were quite overmatehed, both in metal
and in numbers; nevertheless, our artillery maintained the contest till its ammu-
nition was exbausted, when it rotired, having lost a good many horses and a few
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