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THE HALLS OF THE NORTIL®

ClArTER VI
*I1r cither fears his fate tou e,
©r hls deserts are smally
Wha tloes not put it to the toueh
-1'0 gain or luse it nil.”

SeoTT.

s ﬂnt exteasive valley between those two gigan- ¢ conduct of such pelty vulevs, often Iroke out in

Ve hc ranges of mountains partinlly dc<cr:bud atthe § open and riotous rebellion, more espeeinlly in the

_commcnccment of our littl¢" history, is many « ¢ particular locality of which we are now speaking,
* lovely little hamlet, dignified with the nppellation ¢ not only from its heirg more exclusiy eI\'mhxlhllctl
of. ullnf'c, although consisting lrcquontly of not ¢ by that brave and persecuted race, but owing to
more “than n dozen of houses, with the hall or & jts vieinity to the Fells, infusted ut the périod to
“halls—for some of them have two; aud those ¢iwhich we allude by u Inwless set of mnrauders,
lmlls, it nust be remembered, are quite n'sepa- ¢-litile better than® banditti, whe, whenevér they
rate dnd distinct” doseription of strongholds, for ¢ made & descent from their wild " fustnesses for
stich they nve, from the ancient eastles now nlmost § raid or foray, lound these-dwellers in the volleys
universally in ruing, and originally intended for § cver rendy with heart and hand to plunder and
a very different purpose. destroy their common enemy. Lo guard against
When to each of the Norman nobles, ufter the § such sudden and unforescen incursions of those
conquest, @ lurge tract of country wus aflotted, ¢ nocturnal vobbers, some defunce wus nevessary
“over which they exercised sovercign und despo- { and henee some of those muwerous Halls in the
- tie swnj-,dismx(cs would often urise between them, ¢ North; and it the others cannot lay elaim to so
concerning perhups the limits of their jurisdietion, § remote un origin, they. owe their existence to n
.or from other causes, or witiont any upparent or § similar cause—the luwless and turhulent charue-
’prentcndutl_ cause at all; for in those days might § terof the borderers. Though unlike the fortress
‘was_ right, and to the sword those warlike men § and the castle in the; outward applinnces of
‘lip[)e_:l](.‘d, as we o now to courts of law, and with ¢ porteullis, moat, und drawbridge, common to boti,
‘the same results; we have but changed themode; ¢ they were unifurnly”surronnded, at least their
“'the weakest then, as at the present day, were al- { assailable points were, with o high wall of solid
. \\‘xl)s worsted. In such a stute of things, astrong,” § inason work, with a narrow but massy door of
impregnable fortification—sutliciently compre- ¢ cals, studded thick with heavy headed nuils, ns the
hensive 1o afford a place of refuge not only for { only entrance. Whether the hall itself furmed
all the vassals of the castellain; with their fami- ¢ une, two or three sides of & square, the court-
lics, but, likewise for their fhcks and herds, § yard-wall formed the remainder, and in every
during an incursion from o ferocious aund vin- ¢ case there were uo dours nor windows, exeept u
dictive neighbour—beeame absolutely neeessary,: § “small postern holow the height of the top of the

aud heace the castles; whereas‘to cuptains or.{ waull. In sone instences indeed this wall “ould
+_inferior officers free demesnes and manors were -§ tuke a'wider and o lun"cr range, and compnso -

allottedl, chiefly. among the Saxon pbpulmion. within its limits st.ﬂ)les, barns and graneries.
“whose natural !mlrcd of these intruders, nurtared Tesides -the rcnsuns nlrendv assigned for the
_-a.nd lmpt nhre by tho overbearing and tyranaieal ¢ origin of these - thero wers uxhurs.
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