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WHATS THE MATTER?

News from Ottawa says that Mr. Gordon
is the only member of the House of Com.
mous from British Columbia who does not
condema the course of Mr, Wilmot in con-
nection with the Fishery Commission—~
'cause why, as the despatch puts it, “ ke
thinks the canners want too much.” We
have failed to see thatin any way Mr.
Wilmot was so influenced in his course,
which has only added insult to the injury
inflicted by the ignorant, ill.diwested re-
port which he had the audacity to publish
28 the result of a *full inquirs” into
matters concerning the British Columnbia
fisheries—those of salmor in particular.

We can readily imagioc Mr. Wilmot's
anxiety to get anywhere, anywhere out ot
Victoria, and that he will make as speedy
tracks as possible for home there is no
reason tc doubt. His all actuating
—supreme—desire has been to extract all
he could out of the witnesses, if not to
Justify, to at least excuse, his report, and
but for Hon. D. W, Higgins he might have
succeeded, as in Mr. Sheriff Armstrong he
seems to have had an exceedingly pliable
associate.

But if Mr. Wilmot had trouble out of his
original report that trouble has only just
begun, for the chairman of the commission
hasaroused a fecling—not alone among
those who are directly interested—that
will make itself felt if his prejudices and
preconceptions shall cause a report to be
framed in any way at variaace with tle
knownfacts. Morcover, we shall be much
deceived in Mr. Higgins if he fails to make
—1in defanlt of a full and truthful present-
meat—such a statement of the casc as
every one Lknows will give a cor-
rvect version of the case in all
its manifold and in somerespects antagon.
istic details, We have said “‘antagonistic,”
possibly the word *clashing” may be
better, in view of the divergences that
oceur between the casesof the canners, the
nshermen, and some classesof the commu-
nity on the banks of the Fraser. But
what about Mr. Gordon? Whyshould he
be inclined to back up Mr. Wilmor rather
than sympathize with and vindicate the
aggricved intcrests?

A PARLIAMENTARY INCIDENT.

A few eveniugs since, a singular scene
was presented upon the stage—not of the
Mock Parliament, but—of the Provincial
Legislature, It was noleasthana regular
tiff betwecen the Premier and Mr. Speaker,
who was charged by the leader of the
House with having shown less consider-

ation and respect for his rights as First
Minister than hie was entitled to, The
President of the Chamber warnly retorted,
and, figuratively speaking, fur flew, the
whole incident being finally, by consent of
both the indfviduals concerned, allowed to
subside into what it might please those
primarily concerned to describe as a tem-
pest in a tecapot.

There are those, however, who ar? in.
clined to regard the incident as having
wiuch greater significance. Common re-
port says that Mr, lliggins had expected
to become a member of the Cabinet, and
was not really conciliated when in lieu
thereof he was placed in his present posi-
tion—for people do say that he is am-
bitious and regards himseclf as fully the
equal of any manin the Provincial Parlia-
ment, Then again, it is said the present
Attorney-General is not happy in his asso-
ciations, and it is remarked that, in the ob-
scrvations which he was bound to make
in support of the Premier in the contro-
versy previously referred to, he did not
display his usual debating qualities. The
Speaker unquestionably kicked; the Attor
ney-Generallscarcely endeavored to restrain
him or call him off, it may have been be,
cause he took out of the occurrence a little
quietsatisfactiononaccountof theunmerci-
fulmanner in which he was belabored last
scssion by his chief. Since that time a
paper has been started, which common re-
porty credit with being the personal organ
of the member for Cowichan. That publi-
cation thusfar, however, is notin any way
recognized as being a Ministerial mouth-
piece. Moreover, with the admitted ac
cession to its ranks of a number of the In.
dependents of last session, the Opposition
presents a much stronger fighting front,
and its voting power on ordinary questions
ol confldence is more than doulled. These
facts are not lost sight of by the knowing
ones, and without commenting on them
they aver that they are content to await
the outcome.

C. P, R. EXTENSION.

Whatever may be said as to the policy of
the Canadian Pacific Railway in its treat-
ment of Victoria, the objective point of the
original project, and for which the entire
Dominion made such great sacrifices, it
cannot be denied that its management are
exhibiting & very considerable amount of
enterprize.  This very week it has com-
pleted its conuections with the city of
Scattle, to and from which it runs its own
cars daily over the linec of the Great
Northern, provisions already being under
way when, the Iatter’s own through route
is completed, for the Canadian road to
continue to connect St. Paul and other
central United States points with Pacific
coast outlets on both sides of the national
boundary. Xowever this new connection
may influence the company’s American
trade, it aftords but slight additional ac-
commodation to Victoria and the pointsof
which she is thc great centre, for which
the wisdom of Mr, Van Horne and his co
dircctors does not yet appear to be making
any further provision,

Bat, if there be any room for hope, or at
any rate for consolation, it may possibly be
found in the factthat the Victorla, Saanich

and New Westminster Railway people

seem to be waking up, and on Saturday,
throueh Hon. Amor De Cosmos, made an
fmportant representation to the Victoria
City Cecuncil, from which it is expected to
obtain a Jiberal subsidy. In short, {Eﬁ'as
then stated that when the road is in work.
ing order, people can get from Victoria to
New Westminster, over a route 6Smiles in
longth, in 2 hours and 33 minuteg~i5
miles on land and 23 on water. Moreover,
it is intended to build a branch line of rail
from Victorla to Esquimalt, to connect at
the latter place with wharves, docks and
machine shops, where doubtless ocean ves.
sels will gladly tase advantage of the fact
of Esquimalt possessing a fine wharl togo
into the harbor and pull up slongside,
there to discharge and take on their car-
zoes,  DBut, in view of the experiences of
the past, it is still open to question
whether or not the project of Mr. De
Cosmos is much more than in nubibus. It
is necessary occasionally with dead.and.
alive schemes to make some sori of a
splurge. Still we are disposed to hope for
the best,

POLITICAL S1.' 8-TRACKING,

The sister province of Quebec has just
passed through what may Le almost
termed a political revolution, It had be-
come time to get rid of Mercierisin, which,
in a very short duration of office, had im.
mensely augmented the public indebted.
ness and had alinost necessitated the call.
ing together of the creditors of the proviace
—a climax which has appeared to be for so
long impending.  The great issue before
the people was whether or not it had be.
come necessary to get rid of Mercier, who
everybody knew was ruining the country.
Nevertheless even at this crucial period
the temperancée agitators appear to have
bad little else to do than sing the songs of
temperance, and through their Alliance put
to candidates a series of temperance ques-
tions, with the following official instrue-
tions to temperance voters:—~“That in
those constituencies where neither candi.
ate is known to be a temperance man,
aud favorable to temperance legislation,
the temperance electors are advised to de-
posit a blank ballot as a protest against
the return of men not favorable to our
causc.”

Individuals or organizations who can
seck to sway an clectorate in this way can
be characterized as nothing short of fana-
tics who are too mood—or too bad—to live
in this world, their proper destiny being
translation to some other sphere where
they car make a hieaven or a hell of their
own as may best please them. There are
other vitnl principles aside from those of
total abstinence upon which the happiness
and prosperity of a community depend. It
would scem asif these men would sconer
place in position a thicf who has the one
merit of being a teetotaler rather than one
who, though posscsscd of all human virtues
and attributes, will not consent to be
dictated to Ly a hole-and-corner conven-
tion of total prohibition Pharisces. Even
the Almighty did not go as far as do these
self-styled **holiers than thou,” In His
infloite wisdom Io gave to our firsy
parents the right of choice between good
and cvil, whilethese men, forsooth, strive
to convert their fellow.beings into mere

animated machincs,



