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WIAI'S THJEMA2ER

Xevwa froni Ottawa says that Mr. Gordon
la the on]y member of the House of Com.
nions front British Colunibia who does flot
condema the course of Mr. Wilmot in cou.
nection wiLli the Fishery Commission-
'cause wby, as the (Iespatch puts It, "Le
thinks the canners waut too ntuch.1 %Irc
bave falleed te sc that la any wvay Mr.
Vilinot was so lnfiuence in bis course,

which has oniy added insult to thc injury
infiicted by the Ignorant, il].dioeated re*
Port -hich be Lait the audacity to publiait
as the result Of a "full in.iuirj>" into
muatters conccrning te British Coluinbla
Ilsberles-ttose of salmor, in particuiar.

We eau readiiy imagine Mr. WVilroVs
anXiety ta get anywhere, anywhcrc out ot
Victoria, and that hoe will make as spcedy
traeks as Possible for homne there la no
roen te doubt. bis ail actuating
-uprenîe-desi rc Las been ta extract ail
le could Out ot thte witnesses, if not ta
*îumtify, to at lcast excuse, Lis report, and
but for BIon. D. W. Hlggins Lie might have
auccceded, as la Mr. Sheriff Armstrong lie
seemts to Lave Lad au exceeding3- pliable
associate.

But If Mr. WVllmot Lad trouble out o! Lis
original report that trouble Las oniy juat
begun, for the chalrntan of the commission
Lau aroused A feeiing-not alone aniong
those who arc directly Interested-that
wiii make itself toit if bis prejudices and
preconceptions shall cause a report ta be
framtd in any 'vay at variance vriththei
known fact&- Mo1rcovcr, wc shall be muci
deceived ina Mr. Hlgg9in3 if Lie fails te mako
- ln d4fault o! a full and truthful prcsent-
mnt-such a atatemnent o! the case as
every one knowa will give a cor-
rect version of Uic case in ail
iLs mianifold and ln smre respects antagon.
1,tic details. We have sala "antagonistie,"
poasiblY the word "cailg'may be
botter, in vlew of the divergences that
occur be-twqeen the cases af tlit canners, te
ntermer., and aonie classes of tile commu-.
nity on the banks of the Fraser. But
%vltat about Mr, Gordon? fWhyshouid Le
be liaciined to back up 31r. WNTlmo- raLlier
titan .syrnpathize with and vindicate thc
aggrleved lnteremtsi

. ARLM.TR INCIDENPT.

-i fcw cvcnlugs aince a singular scenoe
'vas Prcscrited upon the stage-not ot the
Mock Parllament., but--o! the provincial
LAgifflature. IL w&sfialtauisa aregular
tiff bctwecn the Premier and -Mr. Speaker,
who was chargca i>y te leader or thte
l'Ouse with having shOwn less consîder-

ation and respect for Lis riglîts as Fir8t
Minister titau lie wua entltled La. lThe
President of tce Chtanbcr warmniy rctorted,
and, flguratlvely speakinr., fur Ilew, tîte
whole Incident being lnaiiy, by cjnsent of
Lotit te Individuals concerned, aliowed.to
subaide into what it miglit îuieaae tîtose
priniarlly concerned ta deacribe as a tcm-
pc-st in a teapot.

There are tîtose, howcvcr, wlto aro lu-
clincd to regard the Incident as ltaving
x.tuch greater significance. Comnton re-
port rntys that Mr. IIiggins Liad expected
to Leconte a mnembcr of the Caibinet, andi
iras aot; reithly conciiiated wviien in lieu
thereof lie was pincedl la Lis present posU-
tion-for people do say titat lie is arn-
bitious and regards imancît as !uily the
equai o! any ituan in te P1rovincial l'anus-
nient. Then again, it Is sald te procrit
Attorney.Gecral la flot htappy ln Itis asso-
ciations. and it is reiarked tîtat, ln tte ob-
Bervations wvhich lie ivaq bound ta inake
ln supporta!f te premier la the coiltro-
versy previausiy rcferred to, Lie dia not
display Ltis usual debating qunhitie, lThe
Speaker unquestlanably kickcd; tite Attar-
ney-Generalicarcely endeavored te restrain
hlm or cail hlmi off, it niay have been Le.
cause lie took out of the occurrence a littie
(iuclesatlsfaction onaccouato! theunmcrci-
fui nianner lu whlch Lie was belabored last
sessiou by ils chier. Since titat Lime a
paper Las Leen startcd, witich cotiinon re-
ports credIt witL being t-le personai organ
o! te member for Cawichan. That publi-
cation thus far, itowever, la naL lu any wvay
recogaized as Lelag a Idinisterial niautit-
piece. Mareover, with, te admittcd sec
cession ta its ranks a! a nunther a! the In-
depeudeuts o! last session, tite opposition
presetits a nîuch stronger fighting front,
and its -utig poweran ardluary questions
o! confidence la niore than doubJeld. These
tacts are flot lost siglit a! by te knowiîîg
oces, and without cotnnienting on theLm
titey aver that they are content La await
thc outeome.

C. P. BR. EXIT.Evsio..

WlVtttever niay Le said as ta te policy o!
the Canadian P'acifie flailwaY lit its treat-
ment a! Victoria, the objective pointa Lte
original projcct, and for whicli the entire
Dominion made such great sacrifices, iL
caunnatbc denied tbst Its management are
cxhibiting a vcry consîderable antount o!
cntcrprize. This vcry ivcck iL Las corn-
pleted its connections wvith te City o!
Seattie, ta and frein îvhicit rulis ils own
crs daily over te line a! Le Great

Northern, provisions alrcady ciag under
wny wîlîen. U1ic iatter's ow; trougi routé
ls9 compioed, for the Canadian road La
continue to conneet :St Paul and aLlier
central 1Vuited States points with Pacific
coast outîcta on Lotit aides a! the national
bauudary. lowvîer titis newconnection
rnsy Influence te company's îlmerican
trade, It afiards Lut sliglit additional ae-
comminoation ta Victorlaud the points«o
-hich site la tic grzat centre, for whiicli
te wisdonî o! Mr. Van Bionne and lis ca

dlrector3 does nat yct appear ta e aking
auy funtiter provision.

But, if there hc ny rooin for Lope, or at
anY rate for consolation, it 111aY Pos-sibly Le
fouud lu the facttLat the Victoria, Saanicb
and NLcN WVestinrstcr blallway people

aecti to be wakIng up, and an-Saturday,
throuvis lion. Anior Do Cosmos, miade ani
important representatlon to the Victoria
City Ceuncl, front wvh!il It lu expected to
obtali a Jiheral subç;idy. In short, 1t*aa
thien stated that wiîen tue rond la ln iwork.
!nu order, people caui get froin Victoria to
New Westminster, over a route 68 miles in
longtiî, lu 2 Leours and 33 minutea-45
miles on lantd and 23 on water. Moreo;ver,
iL la intended Lo buiid a branch line of rail
front Victoria tu Lescjuitnat, to conneet at
te latter place ivitit wvarî'es, docks and

mîachinîe shops, wherc doubtiess occan ves.
sels xvili gindly tarze advautage o! Lte tact
of Esquinînit possessing a line wharftogo
into tite liarbor and pull up alongside,
therc to uilacharge and take on their car-
gocs. But, in viewv o! the experiences of
tie past, it is stili open ta question
whetiîer or not the projeet o! Mr. De
Cosmios ismucli more thani lu ,wbi bus. It
la necessary occasionaliy withi dead.and.
alive selaeaaîcs to inake some sort of a
spiurge. Stiil ive are disposed to Lope for
the Lest,

1.POLIYICAL SE 9-JL1CKING.

The sister province of Quebec Las just
passeid througlt ivhat ay bc almost
ternied a politicai rei olution. It Ladt be.
coine Lime to Ret rid o! Merclerisim, ivhich,
int a vcry short duration of offlce, badl tnt
miensciy auginentcd the public lndebtcd-
ness and Lad alinost necessiLatcd the eall.
ing tagethierof the creditorsof tliprovine
-a climax whvLli lias appeared to Le for so
long irnpending. The great Issue before
the people was whietîjer or not it Ladt Le-
corne tccssary ta get rid, o! Mercier, -wLo
evcr3'bocly knev was ruining Uic Country.
Nevertlohess even at titis crucial period
te tenîperance agitators appear ta have

Lad littie cisc to do titan slng thte songs o!
temiperance, nd tlirough tieir Alliance put
ta candidates a series o! temperance ques.
tions, vith, te foliowing officiai Instruc-
tions te temperance votera :"That in
titose constituencies where neither candi.
-date is known ta Le a temperance mana,
aud f'îvorable ta temperance legisiation,
te teniperance cectors are adviscd ta de.

posit a biank ballot as a prot-est against
thc return of in uaL favorable ta our
cause."

Individuals or organixations who eau
sck ta siwa3 an cctorate iii titis way cas
Le charactcrîzed as notlîing short o! fana.
tics vito arc too good-or too Lad-to lire
in titis world, thteir proper destiny Loing
translation to soine other zpiiere izhcr
tey cau i nne a liaven or a hell of their

own as nîay Lbest pîcase tbem. There are
aLLer vital principles aside front titose of
total abstinence opon ivtici te happines
and prospcrity of a coinnunity dcpcnid. It
woîsid scrn as if titese mien -ouid sooner
place in position a titief wvLo las the one
nierit of bcing a tectotaler ratber than anc
Who, tiiongh posscsscd o! ail human virtues
and attributes, ivill not cousent ta Le
dictatcdl te by a iiole.and.corncr conven-
tiou of total prohtibitiont Pliarisms Even
the lluigitty did not go as far as do these
sclf-stylcd "btoliers tltan tlîou." Iu Hlms
influite wçisdoni l1i1 gAve ta Our lirarS
parens te rIghit of cholce botween good
Aud cvii, svlillctlicsc mcn, forsootit, strive
to couvert their teiloiv-bcings into more
aaniated inacltincs,


