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How to Kcep Proscriptions.

ALBERT K. DERTER, I'H.G.

The constant wear and tear upon these
valuable little documents eall loudly for o
practienl, cconomiceal, and thoroughly pre-
servative method of keeping them,

The two miost general methods in use,
putting the papers on i long file wnd pust-
Tag them tu a book, have their obvious
faults, yet remain prowinent and always
uppermost in the mind of the pharmacist
who starts it business for the first time ns
well as with the one who bas spent w life-
time behind the counter,  The long file,
consisting simply of a steaight heavy wire
fastened to a block of woud, soon aflovds
the opportunity of wearing off’ the corners
and tearing preseviptions  more or iess,
when {lung on the counter, or hastily
thrown aside, or hung up on one of i row
of nails or hooks as the case mny he and
allowed to jostle into place the best way
possible,  Then in the case of those pre.
seriptions which are pasted in books,
another serious obstacle presents itself in
the fact that memoranda are frequently
weritten on the back of a prescription
which ave of importance in regard to the
compounding or contents aud which would
thus be obliterited and require the ex-
penditure of additiond time in copying.
Besides these there are other vital points
which el for an improved systent of car-
ing for this very important department in
every phacmacey.

The ditliculty cannot be overcome with-
out, some expense, of course, but  wini-
mum of this can Le attained as well as
maximum, and this must be left to the
choice of the pharmacist.

The iden which the writer would sug-
gest as combining neatness and  compact-
ness is as follows:

A enbinet consisting of two parts, hoth
of which might form part of the prescrip-
tion counter. The upper part of eabinet
is to be divided into twelve cqual spaces,
one for cach month in the year, and the
name of the month represented to be
printed on frout of dividing picee. In
this way the prescriptions of each month
will be filed separately and can be readily
veferred to Ly removing the file, which
would he mide to fit space easily and after
the pattern of a Shannon bill file.  The
prescriptions would thus jbe held firmly

-and with less likelibood of tearing than

when fastened on a single file,  Access
may be had to this portion of cabinet
through cither sliding or swinging glass
doors.

The lower portion will, of course, be of
the siune width as the upper, allowing six
inches square to cach spice. The base of
the cabinet may censist of any number of
deawers six inches square from twelve up ;
cach drawer having a tile vod through the
center running lengthwise, and arranged
50 as to he permancutly fastened with nut
und thread after the prescriptions for the
year have been filed 5 these being trans.
forred from tho monthly file a6 the end of
a yeur,  If necossary two drawers muy be

used for one yenr, in which case the date
of year would, of course, be the same on
thu front of each drawer,

The udvantage to be devived frotu this
wanner of taking caro of prescriptions is
very plain to be seen, for instance, i re.
nowing a prescription of somo years buck,
say ten or twelve, the deawer-lile would
present the prescription s clean and al-
most as fresh looking us when first putup ;
always having been protected from dust
and dirt, v not having been battered
and torn while hanging wround a dirty
cellar among a lot of other fites whoso fite
s been one of partind desteaction and al-
most total obliteration in many ceases.

When practicable the prescription cab.
inct is always the surest way of taking
care of prescriptions, of keeping them, in
short, and that is the object of our query,
to tind n plan which can be adopted by
the pharmacist without adding too many
itews to his already weighty expense ae-
count.

Trusting that the ideas hercin contain.
ed may not be altogether without value
and iy possibly meet the approval of
brother pharmacists who well know how
ofcen this subject becomes a matter of
serjous conjecture and discussion, T will
close Ly inviting a freo discussion us to
the merits of the vavious plans proposed.
-mdlimer, Draygist
The Relation of Specific Gravity

to Atomic Weight.

—

A. N. DOERSCHUK.
Read before the Missouri State Phamacentical
Assaciation :

Since the study of Chemistry by be-
ginuners and amateurs is so often Lhamper-
ed by appavently logical theories and con-
clusions which scem perfectly correct to
the undeveloped eye, which has not been
associnted  with the fundamental teaths
and underlying principles of this uceate
science, and, since views obtained from
these theories and conclusions often cost
much labor, time and many ungrounded
misgivings, we ask your miost worthy at.
tention for o few moments while we ex-
plain one of these theories which so often
worry the beginner in chemistry, and for
which very few if any satisfactory explan-
ations are given,

The problem generally presents itsclf in
this shape:

“Why is the sp. gr. of Tron (7.81), to
the sp. gr. of aluminium (2.56) nol pro-
portionate to the atomic weight of iron
(55.9) to the atomic weight of alum-
infum (27)2”  Or “Why is the sp. gr. of
of ivon to the sp. gr. of aluminium not
proportionate to the molecular weight of
iron to tho molecular weight of alumin.
inm?”  Or why is it that the sp. gr. of &
body, in a proportion to the sp. gr. of
water, or (1), is not the smine as the pro-
portion formed Ly the molecular weight
of that body, and the molecular weight of
water or (18)4%,” To get o cloar iden of
this matter, we wust first know that the
Ap- gy of & body is a “purely nominal

value” and is “the relative weight of equal

bulks of dillerent bodies.,”  From observa-
tion wo kuow that n waterial dilference
exists in the “bulk or volume” of the
sinie weights of diftorent bodies, whilo
tho molecular weights of these bodies are
nearly the sato 5 therefore density is as
great n factor in detormining the sp. gr.
of n body, ns is the intrinsic valuo of the
clement or colements contained in thut
bady comprired to i stundard of weight,
Physical research bas tanght that wole.
cules are never in absolute contact 5 in
fact, the density of a substance isentively
dependent wpon  molecular alinity and
the pressure and heat to which it is sub-
jected.  Let us take, for instance, a body
the sp. gr. of which is .5, &p. volume 2,
aund its bulk twice as great as that of an
cqual weight of water.  Now, if in the
space between the moteeules of this body
we would place the same number of wole-
tules of the smme construction as arce in
the Lody, thea its sp. gr. would be in.
creased to 1, nud its sp. volume reduced
to 15 and if from the same body we would
take one half of the moleeules and leave
the remaining half to fill the same space
as was oceupicd by the original body, then
its sp. gr. would be reduced to .25 and its
sy, volume woukd be increased to 4 So we
see that specitic geavity is purely aunutable
signilication, entively dependeat upon the
iutrinsic value of wutter compued to
standard of weight, and upon density
which is regulated by molecular atlinity,
gravity, atmospheric pressure and heat.

It is clear that a proportion of the
atomic weights of two diflerent bodies
could not be in ratio with the sp. gravi
tics of these bodivs, because atoms of dif-
ferent numbers to form melecules, and the
atomic weights of diflerent elements wre
tiaken at different temperatures, while sp.
gr. is always taken at the same tempera-
ture,

The impossibility of the moleculue pro-
portion is due to the fact that wolecular
weight is & constant quantity, being de-
rived with all the elements from the same
basis and under similar conditions, while
specific gravity is & variablo quantity, be.
ing derived with all the clements under
different conditions, upon the siame basis,
and, us the same thing, differently treat.
ed, dors not yicld the same result, so the
spucitic gravity and wolecular or atomic
weight of the same substance, dilferently
derived, cannot be expected to be propor-
tionate in any way.

Carbolate of Camphor.

——

nY M. Ib. COCILRAN, M. D.

Tn the December number of the Gazette
for 1887 I culled attention to a wixture
of Jupan or Jawrel camphor and crystuls
of carhplic acid, under the above name,
and gave some nccount of the therapeutic
usss to which T had applied it,  Dr. Th,
Schaefer called attention to this prepara.
tion in 1835 under tha name of “phonol-
camphor,” and used it asa laeal anwsthetiv

i adantalgin, intraducing it, on catéan; in




