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fied town of Vohiemar, on the nortis coat of Madagkiscar, on Nov. 8,
without giving any previous notice. Five British subjects were killed,
and mnuch proeerty belonging to neutrais destroyed or plundered.

The British sieamer Nisero, from Sourabaya, wus recently stranded
on the coast of Acheen. The Dutch aut-aorities werc powerless to
assist the steamer because a hostile rajah threatened ta kilt the crew if
the ship was touched. A British gunboat bas been ordered to the
scene.

The report that the False Propliet had annihilated the Egyptian
army led by Hicks Pasha is fily confirmed. There is great fear of a

g e nerai Mobammedan up rising. The withdrawal of B~ritishî troops
(rom Egypt bas been 8topped.

Delegates from the Austritlian Legisiatures have ail arrived lit
Sydney, the conference to consider measures iooking ta the annexatian
of New Guinea, and the federation af the Engiish Australian Colonies.

Three tbourand Chinese troops attacked Haiduong on the x7 th
inst. The French garrisan, supported by a gunboat, held out from 9
o'clock in the marning tilt 4 o'clock in the aiternoon, wlhen the Cý:.iese
retreated. TFe bass of the French land force was tweive killed and
wounded. The French yunboat bad its bull penetrated by the enemy's
sbat in several places, and eight of the crew were wounded.

War bas virtuaiiy been declared between France and China, and
hostilîties will probably begin at once. Engiand is seeking to prevent
the outbreak and mediate between the two nations. She is aiso taking
steps to protect ber own interests and subjects in China.

News bas just been received that the schooner Bush wvas lost at sea
on ber voyage ta Guayainas, Mex. Four of ber crew and twelve passen.
gers were drowned.

There bas been a crisis and a change in the Ministry at Lima. Nev
appointments bav ,given general satisfaction.
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A WASTRD LIFE.

Mr. Archibaid Forbes, the celebrated war correspondent, in the Sydneyi
M1ornùzp Ilerald tells the foliowing sad story of bis brother's life :-" Up)
among the heather hiUls of Northern Scotland two brothcrs wcrc reared to-
gether in a Presbyterian manse. 'Plie) %vent to the parish school togctber,
and thence to the University. l3oth bad rebellionis, forward biood in their
veins. The youngcr, and by far the more brilliant brother, reniained nt
the University until ' sent down ' for a niadcap) picce of youthful foiiy. In
shame for bis mnishap, lie must necds run off to son, and saiiorcd ail over
the wvorld, tilI at lcngtb, some twenty years ago, ho stranded somcbio%% on
the coast of Queensland. Since thcn, but vague and picecal tiding of
him reachod his relatives-for ten )-ears past none ait ail. It bias happened
now ta the eider brother-the war correspondent iccturing brother-to pay
a visit to Queensland; and ho naturaily betook birnself to searchi out the
career of the errant son of bis father. The story of that career camne in
scraps. Now the scapegrace was on a cattie station ' up north ;' noiv slhep-
herding on the Burnett; noiv reefing on the Morlwishi goldfieid, itseif al
but a memory ere now; again in suigar at Mackay; Inter, roadmaking about
Roma, and thon another speil at shepberding at Mount Abundance; stili
later in the %vashpool about Toowoomba ; and iast of ail in the gravoyard of
that place, after a long iliness in its hospitai. The old, famniliar, sad story
of a wrecked lufe and a premature death ! 'et no voice anywhere to utter
aught save kind and loving %vords of the brilliant, reckless waif, aiways
cheery, always a true friend-to ail, save himiself, alas; strewing bis vagrant
patb wvith blythe humour with yet remenibered scraps of verse, here humor-
ou;, there tenderiy pathetic. To the scarcbing brother came moen froni afar
off, just to testify the love they bore to 1 poar oid Aiick ;' ruggcd miners
from Chattors Towers, bush hands froni the Dcwns, station managers -Who
had ' bossed' him, and had been chaffed or praised in bis ever-ready
verses ; and the hospital wardcr, too, in Toowoomba, who bad closed bis
eyes (bis own soniewhat dirn as ho told the sad, simple story>; and thegood
oid Presbyterian minister, also, ta whorn as the sands were running out the
son of the manse turned with the rekindled instinct of bis boyhiood. There
-wcre vague stores of a littie book of poemns that liad been publislied sonie-
wbere ; but that trail %vas faint, until a Rockhanaton man, who had known
and lovcd bim whose namneamong bis feliows was 'Aiick the poct,' brought
to the brother tbe littie green volume, wbhose title-page bore ' Voices froni
the bush,' by Alexander Forbes.'l

To this a correspondent of the Auckland 7?î:eii:qW Star adds tbe folhiw-
ing particulars af this sad and %vasted life -Il His poems excited my at-
tention whiie in press at the Northerit Argujs office, Rockbhampton, and it
niay bc sifely asserted that for vigour and pathos a few of.his compositions
are excelled only by earth's greatest poots. In yottful Queensland IL

single man like Mr. Forb&s might. have saved an independence, cultivated
b is genins, and shone o'er ail Australasia like an electric liit; instead ho
bas bift but a flickering ligbt, and subsided into eternal darkness. We are apt
to smiile wlien science assures us that alcohol is a narcatie poison, but
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wlien thie sniles of increduiity, die storiny bbnsts of ridicule, vxliatibted,
pass awny, tho facts remain, and like the ' stili smnali voice,' assert themi-
selves îvith irresistible pomwer. Keen, observiiîg scientists have long siice
learned ta divide drunkards into tWO great LiasSes(! dt fIrSt, M ith its sub-
divisions, enmbracing ail kinds ai £ filthy drunikards '-miit %vba drink to
intoxication merciy for the love of transielit ploasure , and the second class,
omibracing ail affected %vith nervous discabe.4 called 'dipsoinania,' «'mania a
potu, &c., brought on by coilstalt use 0( tha. bealtiful linmpid liquid,
nîcobiol. These diseases drag mon inipcrceptibly froim position and Tre-
ment ta the dcptlis ai muin and shame. Thon we have dte statesman stag
goring in rags, the clergyman bbnspbeming Gad, and the lionourabie banker
a thiof and liar. Unlike the first groat class, tbey cannot forsake the
drink at will, but have ta struggie fiorceiy for xnonths with an almost over-
%wbIelmling force. Having the isuiai cames ai lueé ta lattle %vith, ini fits of
depression tbey againi in many instanices resort ta that fatal stimulant, froin
wbich they formerly sa oiten derived temiporary relief, ta but siiik de
intr. rm, wvith lessened hope anîd encrgy for another effort, Lntil-

Forsaken by bis friends, lie pilles alone,
'lhoin draps ino bis grave unpittcd and unniown.'

Whilo everything îvhich toaches lis self-respect, sncb as education, etc.,
acts as a safe-guard against us faiiing ino thie fimst great class ai filthy drunk-
ards, cverything conceivablo bias sîgnaily filod ta save moderato dinkcrs,
fromn thoe diseases %vbich siiently transfer fromn honour ta disgrace ; and will
continue ta fail until wo cani alter the constituent properties af akcobol.

Il TI'at Mr. Alexander F-orbos beianged ta a division ai the latter inuch-
to.be pitied class, there can ho littie doubt; and it is sad ta reflect on bis
most lamentable fate :

X'et theme within the sparkiing glass
Ho knew the cause ta lie;

This ail mon own froin zone ta zone-
'Vct millions drink and die."'
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" BRANDY IS DEAD."

IlBrandy is dcad !"
Sa the mien said, sa the women said, and sa the chiidren caiicd ta cail

other as a piece ai news.
A drunkeî gaod-for-nothing. A so-callod mîail whose brain liad be-

corne dissolved in liquor, idiose mind wvas enfcbed, and whlo hid disap-
pointed everybady by not dyiîîg in the guittcr, iostead ai iaviîig the roof of
a teneniont hanse over bis bonad.

Why should any ane grieve %vlen sncb a vagabond passed away ? 'l'lio
world inay owo lini raom for bis bancs ta rest, but natiig fürther. Sa in
IlBrandy's " case mcii said that hoe ias welI ont ai the way, anid wonîicn dlat-
tcred thecir dishes in the roins below, and r-imed îîot for the presetice ai the
dead.

Whcn the undertaker camne ta bear the body a%%a> a dozen people cro%%ded
into the roani, and amiong theni iasa boatblack. Soniîe said thiat'"Branidy"
laoked %veil in a coffin ; others spake lîglitiy about bis face lîaving at last iast
its Tuby color, and the dead pauper was no more than a dog in tlicir rninds,
and ivhy shauId ho have boon ? One can bo a nin or lie can be a vaga-
bond. If ho becomes a vagabond lot bim base the respect ai mon. Ail
had a heartless remnark except the bootbback. Ho staod l a the liead ai the
coffin and lookcd froni face ta face and said:

"lBrandy wvas iow-down, and ho died bike a beast, aod you are.ail socer-
ing at him! Did an>' ane anmong you evor give Iinii a chance ? flid ho
bave a haine when ho %vas a boy? Did nien try ta encourage liîiii ind
guide him arigbt ? Is there a ni in thîs roomn wbîo evor took biiin by the
lîand and spake anc kind word ? Didn't everybady look upon lii as a
dog ?

Tliere was no answer.
"lAve! Brandy was Iow down !" whispered the boy as lie laid lus hand

an the coffin. Il He wvas raggcd and bîungry, and poar and bîomcbess, and
without anc single friend. Wlîat mi aniîong you could have stood out
against it any botter? Poor aid man! They knowv ail about it in
Heaven ? Let nie lîolp) ta carry himi down'

And îvben the dead lîad been driven away, and tue boy bnd disap-
peared, more than one man said t-

".After ail, mwe might have niade it casier for the poor aid man. I ivander
tbîat sanie ai us neyer sougbt ta makoe a nin ai him, instcad ai helping
him dawn."- l)ttroit Fr-ee Pi-tu.

PROHIBITION NEEDED.

It is absurd ta think thit this question uf biquor traffic can bc settbcd by
moral suasion, anid dots flot requiro a proliibitory enactrnont. To tue
accursed traffic we owoe pauperism, lunacy and a gene.ai 1,ixity oi marai.
A mian N'ill go througb min and tompest tu get rui, but not for bread.
The thirst cannae be controlled uvith the temptatian at band, tlfereforo the
tmaffic miust bc abolisbcd. That a prohibitory cnactmnent could only bo en-
forced with difficulty bocause ai the viciaus eloments in the country, is une
ai the strangest reasons in favor ai a probibitery.law.-Tribiiic.


