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Toronsto. (or a îî.'îv ciîurriî hiais lire,, îîdOI)ml
b>. the 00flgrts'sioi ut the Fii llipti" (.iusrch.
-Major Juis, itc.-dSîtt nrîîîy elîgineer, lias

adi.e il suivey ai tiio Redi river iîti a vies of
esrnîating.îthe cois of improvng the natvigation.
lie reports that tise ciiire cot %vuld bco 4860,000.
le proposes ta cisate two large rteservo:rs, which

he wiii acconipish b>. ians of c.snals and daîs.
tiiereiîy nsaking the river navigable for 6tîs tile
Souith of Lalce Winnipeg.

Tsrnvayo JvNg-rioii, ONT-MN. Siitiî, ai
ibis toiSA, s abouit to crect a blockt af fur stores
In Toronto junctIon.

ONVEN SOUNDi. ON'.-A niovernent lim taeets
c'ornmencrd b>. the Board of rende ta petîtion
the Dominion Gurrtiment ta builsi nneii pubi
office liere.

MONTIRAL, QtsIi-The ?slainaring Syndicale
aire niigflf pctiionhisg tIse couneil for tenie ta
construct an elecîrle mnlisaiy on Bleui>. Street. -
A niovenient has been started ta petition the
counicil tocstefld Domsinion Square froms Osborne
sirei t0 Si. James itreel. The cosi of tii eortk
is etimaied at hlI a misllion tlollars.-Ni.r. R.
Biekudike bass presented a petîti o tlite counicîl
arsing P-inîlsslon ta constnsct an clecirie rahiy
along St. James Street ta Cote Si. pâlt. nnd
aiong Cralg and Noire Darnse sreis îo a rbor
strect andsI ilence along Si. Catherine %îrect ta,
the csaera lirnir o! Siaissoneuve.-Tbe c4sy
cotîncil Ii.is decidcd ta buiid a bridge ncross tise
gisîiey on thic mountiaia surnmi.-Nlr. J. X.
Perrauîlt has peiiloned tise council (or permsission
ta constiucî a na'rrow gauge electric raiiway
;%round thse IMosiniain Park.-lbc City Surîc>'or
bas rcported tisas lic cossîd flot cogisplete the iBerni
Street tunnel plan untll hc knew sehether ilie
surcs %vas ta lie So or 6o feet wide. T'Me fornmer
would cos about s66.oo00and tise latter $113.000.
T'Me Resis Commitc bas decidrd te report te
tise council shat the Committre had flot sutbicienî
funds for tîse sisi>. foo schemr.-tr. C. C.
Corneille %vili crect a residence on Upper Dot-
chsester itreet.-A. Raza. orchitret, is preparing
plans for live stores ansd tenepàents for Aid. A.
Dubuc on Ontario andI St. Constant strets.-
Thec aId Rasco Haiel on Si. la.ul sîrect irili bc
chnnged inAsa stores anid teannents.-C St. John,
architeci. is prepnring plans for a church i St.
Cesaire, P. Q.-Perrault & %Itsnard, arehiiecîr,
are prepqnng plans for stores anmd dweliings on
Notre Damne strctes csi. for Dr. 'hsyer ond
Messrs. n. Ilei.nger. Holpine & ( a. They arc
also preparing plans lt a dweliing for Dr.
Brosard. -J. I. Restisrt & Son. arehitecîs. liave
conipletcd plans foi tihe ncmv elsurel for the
F.itlers ci tise lot> Sacransent on Moui Rayai
avenue. A large nîonastry suli also bc tected
on thse sunie site laier on.

TOROuNrO. ONsr.-lThe Board of Woiks lias
apptoved of the recosiieidats.nb af the C'isy
Engiiieer tIsas a bluet. pavemernt Ise constrsictesl
on Roxboroîgs abenue. a-i a cOsi ai $7.700. aind
a scwrr on lIali'iron %mvensue..as a cost of 3i5o.
-- Ii bc upenntendcnt af W'atr orks recoin.
mends tisa Ilse brick work andu furnace as the
main pumping station bc reçrsiired. - Th'le
Propcnty Committte af the council bas appro.
pristcd the sulil of ZI.2oa fer tise building of
stables ai Wilson atvrmue Police stition.-A
depsalaiun front Lindsay recenui>. interviewied the
Ontario Legisl4tîsce. rcsjuesiing a grant o! $2.ooo
fur dredginq tise ScugoR river a.i thisa îomn.-A
mew Sssnday Selsool building i ta bc treesed in
coniiection wîîh tlie College Street Prebyterisan
Chureh.-Mef. J. S. Pomsley. of Harbord aireci.
bias tiider considerasion tise creciion of a pair o!
seml.detaehed brick bousts on his land in Southi
Pa-rkdale. -Buildinsg permis bave iseis gritnicd
as follows. Scanlan & Nonmandy. swo des.
2.storcy and atlie bit. diveliings, %v. side Duna
aive.. S. of Homte for Incurables. cois $9.000 ;
Anderson & Sproule. pr. aut. 2-sture> andI assis.
bit. di-elings. 98 andI too Duke si., cosl $7 one,
W. Wood. 213 College S.. Pr- S. d. 2.slorcY bit.
dweliings. s. w. cor. Duficrin andI Collge s.
cst $3.o00 J. Clark. 363 Delaw.are ait.. pr. s.d.
2.storcy andI attic bi. dwcllings. e. sie Gore
Vaic aive.. Il. of College si.. cost s.mo. Ragers
Bras., cIel. 3.sioreY bi. dîveliing. "0 Sinîeae ai..
nuia one ditto in rear faeing Qiseen s Park. cois
$9.oa; Chias. Parker, 27 LJoswcell aie., pr. s.d.
a.ssorey and altic bIt. ilvellings. 32 Elgînav.
cosi $4,6o0; liaptist Cisurcli. Walmcr road, cors
s.5.ooo - a rougis cast Episcpai Cîsurcis. cor. of
Dupont andI Christie sis.. cOst $3,000: Laisil

& iMiust iisree a.,tiarrv and ali hii. dsî'eliiigs.
[lmie lih11 rmid, rutining w. of Roscd.île ronad.
rOsi $1 Ç,00 O IXIct Brow, cevers ait. 3-storry
Il. ilweliings, John si.. nl. e. cor. Adel.aide si..
nîso iîrc ntt. sanie isind. faelng an Adelalde si.,
cosi $3,3oa.-M. Sîsea.rd. su-eiitct. Vonge strcet.
eqisstentiers for the er-ection ai hiaute on Muirray

strei.

FIRES.
ixa's moos.orking factoryn aMýNonctoii. N.B.,

i.u bsîened rrcentiy. Lois wooo.-'rne brck
building omemed assd occupiesi b> Chsartes Stlel.Ies
nnd n fratie bîuilding owneît by L.. B. P'arker. nt
Stirling, Ont.. * sre burneul on tise i8Is it.
Insuranre on %Ir. Stîcities building, $î.Boo-
Thse residence af Sasmur) ['agu. of Windsor. Ont.,
twills nil ils contents. was constînseti b>. ire ais
asda>. lait. Lois s5.oco.

CONTRACTS AWARDED-
BRAND'ON, A .- r Il. 1. Halpin Ila Iei

tise eoiîtrsie for n brik block te Miessis. Beli
Bras,

PIL.OT BAY,. B.C..-Haniion ttycrs. mniger
ai tise <J-iiena Trading Ca.. bas lt lise coniraci
for a two-slorey building. 30 x B fi.

Pstssca-rr. ONT. -himrs. Ward & Strele
have bren airrded tise cositract for biuldings a
neir Prcsbyterian cisurch andI manie.

%licToisA IB. C.-NICGregor & joncs have
bx-r awarslesl tise contract for biislng lise
Victoria isrcwverY. atisle Price ai $7.ooa.

LoNaoSý. 0a.~iecantici for se-.tiing thse
nese Sethodst cisurch in Eaut Lonidon bas beea
given to Messits. Penningion & [limer.o am il.
ton, for $9.63s. 58.

OrrAîvA. O.,r.-Tlse Govcrnîîsent lias naad.
cd tise caomrac for buildinga neir sireel steamer
ta tise PoIson tron %Vorks Coiipny. ai' totoi.
Tise contraci pria- is at ialc betwecn $40.000
andI $So.ooo.

MONTitEAL. QUE-MNr. W. Livenusore. archu.
tedt. lias awarstes contracts as folioses for lise
erection of lira stores and dceliings on Guy. Si.
for Grahiaum Bras.: sioiicîîork. %W. Onian. brick-
ivorit, T. W. lPest ; capenler ivrn, Simpson &
Peel; rassfhng. *StantreiI Rooring Ca.; plasienng.
Trhos. Phsilups . painting. jas. Kiniber & Son;
plunsbinR. joi Date. Mfie coat of thse building
seili bc $2o.oo. - Tise Rond Conînsitîce has
fnal>. awrnlei tise conmmet for tise Ontario Si.
subia> to iihc Dominion Bridge Co.

H.vs.î'ruzs' ciy counicil baie
b.'sve aIccepsei Isle tender of tise Guîî.î Percha anmd
Rubbcr ',anufa.ittrnng Co. ofa Tsoronto, for tise
supp>. ai 1.ooo feci of tmî'aply Biker glose. iîtis
couplirigs comspletc. asl 75 cents per fot.-Thc
succt'ssfuil icsdrrers for remodeliing tise post
office are John Clayton for pasinting andI Deialid.
son & I'atterson for earpensering .- rISe w\atcr
Workb 'omsnitiey of tise ciiy eouricil have
amrvirded cosslr.cis as follomis for tise annuai
stippILîca Iron pipes. A. Gartshort. castings, S.
J. Molore. stop i-ie.Woad. Vailance & Ca..
bili cueS boxe. Nie & Lynch; pig teand. Bose.
lis.n &.Noore, It-id pipe. Wood. ý'ailaiice & Cao
braus caslings. Hlaitiion llunss Comnpa'ny.

STAIR-TREADS OF LEAD AND
STEEL

Stairîî'ays are by no menuis sa imnportant
a featurc ai public and business si rsctures
as in tise days anterior ta the introduction
ai chevalors. But tly still have thîcir use,
and ase rc îel iî'orn, especi.ilîy tise tira or
three fliglits iie.rest thse graund. An es-
senti-,] iility liti a stair-Iread s ils dura-
bilisy; andl Ihis s saisI te be selcured in a
higi deerce in a trc ad ai rccens Englisli
invention, made ai altcrnate Strips ai fend
andt steel. TIse fend iîiicb gives tise foot
a flrm hald, is cars iii gruaves in a plate
ai steel, tise latter being speciahly adapîed
ta resiri file iscar af travel.

Mr. John Douglas, builder, of Toronto
lias macle an assignirens for tIse benefit ai
bis creditors.

MUrNGrnAL DEPRTM>NT.
LEGAL DECISIONS AFFECTINO

MUNICIPALITIES.
MEANINGO0F 'DkEMartS."-Tse Su*-

piemne Court of Icniýylviniu field,. in the
rccnt case of The Commonwealth vs.
Teller, flmnt (lie word '«dealers" occurring
in the s ith section of the act of April'22,
1846, relating tanmercantile taxes, includccl

only Such persans as wcîie cng.tgcd ir thse
sale of gaods, or hadt a store or warehouse
f ir that purpose in the county where tie
tax %%*as assessesl, and th:iî one wvho hall a1
place in onc county for Ille storage of
gaoods wlîich he purcb:ssed there, whiiie
his sales were ali-mTilde froin a w.trelîanise
in anaîlier cotinty, %vas taxable only in
the latter.

MAKNC.UJ'STiEiETs.-At tie Tun.
stali (Eng.) Stipendiary Court, Mr. John
Grosvenor, builder and contracter, and a
mentcr or thse Board of 1-laltis, %'as suni-
îîsoned asl tise instance oi the Tunstaîl
Boiard for thec recovery of 564. s. i id.
for private iraprovenients. It "'as staîcd
tisai the clefendant bîîilt ai nomber of
bouses in H-enry Street, and on MaY 3,
1889, the meclirai officer reported tisai the
condition of the street "'as iins.atisfakctar>'.
On the recosinendation of the S:sniiary
and Highwvays Committees the poprt>'.
oseners, including the defendant, wvere casl-.
ed upon te put the streel in orcler. Tis
thcy failed te do, and the Btoard accord-
;ngly accepted a conîract for the ca, rying
out ai the work, andl apportioned the cost
araongsî the osiners, lhe cleiendant's share
anmounting ta the suint clainied. Mr.
Grosveno- claimed that he wsas not hiable
on account of work previously donc te
the Street; but tise Board contended that
the sîreet neî'er "vas put iat a condition
that would jstsify iheni in takzing it over.
Mr. A. R. WVood, surveyor ta the B3oard 'statcd sehen flic owners ivere called upon
ta do tile work tie Street %vis in a bail
Stage, only partially severed, and not in a
condition ta give satisfaction ta the Board.
%\'at liad been previously (fonte ta il %vas
anly sufficient tu satisfy tise Building
Commuitîce in allawing the defendant ta
praceed wviîl tIse cection af his bouses.
'Mr. J. Lobley, barougis surveyar af Han-
ley, and M~r. R. Dain, suri eyor, gave
evidence that it wat the pr.sctce isas be-
farc bouses 'iec crcccd in a strcet, sucli
steet was rcquired te bc nmade for the
purpose ai Ille buildings, asnd then, w'hen
il î"as thougii tisat tise Street %%ouiul bc
useful ta the public, Section i5o af ite
Public Hcalîis Act wVas put in force, re-
quiring tise oseners ta suakle the Street in
sucis a îîay that it could bc raken oî'er by
the Local Authority. A sircet as formcd
for building purposes ivas siot in the con-
dition required by Section 15o, and ire.
quently tbe 'vork, donc previaus ta build-
ing becaine sa worn tbat il iad gobe donc
Over again. For the defence, it ivas sub.
niitîcd tlial, tisougis this mîglit have bccn
the practice, thc law did not require wvork
afiiilîs clas%, iwhi-Lh si.is oni.e donc ta thc
Satisfaction af the aushoriîy, ta be donc.,
second time. Mr. Grosvenor stated thatt
whcn tic street was made in 1874 it "as
praperly made in accordance îvîth the by-
laws, andin >8e9 is portion ai tlie strecs
wvas ats good as it %vas afîer the work had
been clonte by the B3oard. Tise Stipcn-
diary lield thial: the defendant iras fiable,
and orecrcd the amouat clairned, %witis
cast? ta be paid.

THE PIRE HAZARD.
WVieiicver a îoîrn or biil s.ity imioves

ils irater supply aisc adits ta ils fire
exîingsîislsirg tluciîities a lttIe, uîsder-
-riters arc at once importîîned te recluce

rates, and tise recluction demandesl is
Uusally ta tIse Ioî'esî point. Coispanies
very properly encourage tîsese protective
improvemients, for is is round unuler-
îvriting ta fit tlie rate ta tise isaL'rd ; but
vie question irbietiser (no niucs credit is
nat sametîimes giv'ci ta thiese inipre-
iencts in ilie avecrage taisn. A toivri nia
icîr, thaurand inisabitants is usually a
pretty combustible tovn, ivoaden stric-
ttres prcî'ailing, and tire departient <lis-
cipline ansd estuipmient, aI tIse besi, very
imperiecî. Soisie ai aur renders wiII
renie iher tisat preious ia the siî'eping
fiee îî-lîcl <lestro>'es Spokane Falls an tIse
Pacifie Coast, a litîle oser tira years ago,
tise young city iniprosecl ils 'vaser suphsIy,
and organizcd a paid fire cleparîmnent ta
visicis is pointed 's'its pritle, anti tlîat its
people andl flic neirspapers loucîly cde-
nîandcd a reclucîjon ni rates accordingly.
In a few' days tic place mî'as i Isis lseap.
It is %vell ta scasi tIse situation clasehy
irons Il standpoints bel are suîalziig sîvecp-
ing reductions on tise strcngh ni a fcîv
impros'ement.-hîstirance ziii Fin:ance
Chrenice.

PROGRESSIVE STEPS IN IMPROVING
PUBLIC HIGHWAYS AND STREETS.

lis Jus Iles. C. E
In aIl .iges ai flic is'orld's liistory among

tise mare cnlîghîened raceb oi people, tise
impras'ememl ai tise î'arious iihways ni
travel lias a«forhed an important theme
for discussion, a greas fieldi for experiment
andI an apparlunity for tise expenditure ai
vast sunis ai money, tise public necersisy
for meiicis bas aise given rise ta a isulti
tudînaus amnouns ai legislatioii.

The greal Macadam introiluced fice
broken stone rond ; sheis Tisamas Tel-
ford, tise greas public benefaictor, caie
îs'iîh bis iniproved macadanm, until nais.,
aIl aî'er the great broaci land, ilie m:trcs
of civilization is inanifest is lise msagifi
cens public hiigisiays ai Ira-ci îhati exîst.
l'le çîties and îoîîns oîer the country
have ahso fels tise impulse afiîncrcabed
commînercial intercourse; hîave experiencesl
the benctits andI scs tIse incrcased public
healtîs amang thiscr citizcns, latrgcly
brouglit about b>' bctîer rv'acs ansi lciter
streets, until tise>', too, have expended
uîîîal millions in that di.ecîion in tise
îvay ai îrying v:trinus plans and varîous
pave«-ments, until tisere, also, ss'e have
seen in tise burier portions ai thse cities
tise gravel, the cablile-stones, tise uîsaca-
dans and tise Nicholson corne . .îd go.
Tisey have servcd their day and purpose.
Tise beaiutiful chastic sheet ispbalt and
tise sphaltuns blocks camne but for a bni
mnterim, tu be superseded, undcr lieavy
trsffic, by tise Blcgian block, tise hist only
holding ils dlay for one rcdeen-îîng qualîsy
-dirability. And nais wc are an the
adv'cnt of tise vitrifitd brick pavement,
ivreis tbc acose oi perfection under aIl
cîrcutnstances has been ne-aner rcached
than sn any ather pavement tli.ît lias ever
beesi ceviscd. Brick pavements bave
been in tise in Europe for over a Century ;
Amisterdami lias anc os'er a' hsundî-ed ycars
aId ; tise Hague has anc over thirty.six
yc.îrs nid ; tîiey aie iound in Ratterdani
and allier large cities ai Holland ; and


