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the Holy Spirit's operations, and we shall
sndoeavour to show that liberality on scrip-
tural priuciples is as decidedly the result of
the influances of the Holy Spirit as any
other feature of the Christian character.
(1) If we attend to the principle which
ia mecessary to render any act we perform
a Christian duty, or to bring it in accord-
sace with the mind of God, we shall see
the -necessity of the Holy Spirit. Paul
téaches; that % whatsoever we do we should
do all to the glory of God.” This prin-
ciple must therefore be necessary to consti-
tut'g the outgoing of our feehings and deeds
of kindness—Christian benevolence—from
which we may see how much we depend
" on the Holy Spirit, to incline and enable
us to act under the influence of a principle
s0 exalted. Man is naturally selfish, and
unwilling ta part with what he possesses
except for some purpose of his own—for
-his own gratification, or to gain some
advantage to himself. There are various
motives, which may induce the selfish to
give for some benevolent object, which will
not be acknowledged as service doue for
Christ. And you will oftentimes meet
with those who, from a naturaily kind dis-
position, are at all times ready to respond
to what calls may be made for some olject
of benevolence. These are frequently ealled
liberal or benevolent. Because such indi-
viduals are always to be found, and because
the otherwise selfish may in certain cir-
cumstances be induced to give for some
good cause, it may be supposed that it decs
not require the influences of the Holy
'Spirit to make us benevolent. But it ia
not the mere act of giving which constitutes
seriptural benevolence—it is not the mere
outgoing of kindly feeling or sympathy to
the object recommended—the liberality
required by the gospel must be from love
to Christ, or at least from a conscientious
rogard to His will, This is the grand prin-
inle which runa throughout the writiogs
-of tho aposties, Paul says, ¢ Whatsoever
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ye do in word or deed, do all in the 1‘"_‘“.
of the Lord Jesus.” And Peter req"""]:
«that God in all things be glorified thrové
Jesus Christ.” . : .“
(2.) In connection with this is the spi”
with which we are required to atte®
the duty. There may be convictiond re:
epecting the duty which lead to some "o“‘
formity, but what is done from neré c0
viction is seldom attended to with p]e”“r:
Oue of God's requirements respecting be? "
volence is, that what is given *be Wi‘he,u,
grudging, for God lovetha cheerful give™
The influences of the Holy Spirit 8
necessary to take of the things that o
Christ's and show them unte men, that!
heart shut up to itself may be oper® . o
embrace with its affections the autbon‘;
the requirements, and claims of Christ® .
what is done nay be from regard W 1 10
The surrender of the heart is necess3’y o
render any service acceptable to God, o
this aloue can render his service 3 so“;)w
of satisfaction to ourselves. Gods ™ "
condescension and kinduess, looks “’OTéd@
the heart than to the act, as it i but l‘t-in.
wo can do at the best, but when the Pled-
ciple is right, what is done i 3668‘? 1be
The two mites of the widow show® . o
state of her heart respecting the clai® ¥
God, that she was willing to devote wspd
servico all that was under her cont™®” 4
for this she was approved by Ch”s,t’ je
according to the language of Oh"s;' P
most ipsignificant act wmay not on'y b2,
done from a regard to Christ, put ¥ § s
acknowledged as indicating the state 7

wef
heart in relation to him. “whl w0l
shall give a cup of cold water, 08 y"'l !

disciple in the name of a discipler V& s
say unto you he shall in no wise © o
reward.” We learn from these oxt W
that it is not so much the amou‘}‘o
is given or done, which is w“s'dsle
him whomn we profess to serve # T,
of the heart; showing, that We‘;’ld "
w0 do more for bis honour it WO




