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llor(woTON, MUFFIN & Co., the publishers of the
wor k, say in thoir February announcement :

" It is quite within bounids to say that the Life of
Edgar Allait Poe, which Mr. George E. Woodberry
has written for the series of Amuerican Men of Lot-
tors, is the first complete, authentic, and adequato
accouEnt of Poe's career and literary achievenents.
Mr. Woodberry bas had access to mnany sources of
information not open tu previous biographers of Poe,
and to miany important letters fron Pue, not included
in any life of hiimi hitherto published. He has con-
seqiuently been able to pierce the mysfery which has
invested certain portions of Poe's career, so that the
story of his life is iuw clear and connected through-
out. Me. Woodberry's admirable critical faculty has
been of great service, and has enabled him to produce
a book w hii is not only an excellent hiography of
Poe, but a very valuable addition to the series to
which it belongs."

THE A LGONQU;c N LEGENs oF NEw ENuOLAN, pub-
lished sune tine ago by the saine fimi, bas engaged
the attention of all who fancy legendary lore.

31r. Leland is a fascinating writer ; in his Gipsy
tales inimitable.

M.m, GEomî\rny for Junior Puîpils, by George
Moir, Principal St. Mary's Public Schools, 'ith Edi-
tion.

British llistory notes for Junior Pupils, 6ti Edi-
tion, by the saine.

Canadiain History notes for Junior Pupils, 2nd
Edition, by the samne.

Examinativon Papers in Aritlhmuetic, by J. A.
McNaughton and M. Il. M m, teachters. Il. Fred
Sharp, Publisher, St. Mary's.

These little books are not hy any means new to
the trade, and the number of editions of the two
lirst naned speaks uore in their favour than any
praise we could bestow.

'l ho Map Geography is particularly adapted for the
puri ose intended with excellent inaps prepared by the
well-kînown Edinburglh tirm, W. & A. E. Johnson.

Mr. Sharp is a publishner who practises the princi-
ple - f doing as oeu would bo done by in giving a lib-
oral discount tu the trade.

No starvation discount on thtese school books.

Tim: Methodist Book and Publishing Co., W.
Briggs. Toronto, bas in press and will shortly issue
" Aumong the Laurentians," a camping story, by Sid-
ney C. KCendall ; " A Manual of Motiodism," being
outlines of its History, Doctrines and Discipline, by
Rev. Ge0. O. Huistis ; " Through the Dark Conti-
ient." a condensed account of Stanley's travels, by
W. H. Witirow, D.D., F.R.S.C.

M.w3i.L & CI). will publishi an accolnt of the
trip of the princes Albert Victor and George in the
Bachanite in 18719-82.

Puz.--Twuo small editions,-nîe of 250 copies,
quarto size, and One of 200, sammall folio, oi I nidia paper

-- conttiiniiig 130 illustrations by the late Hlablot
Knight Browne (" Phiz ") have been issued by Chap-
inan & Hall. Sold only to subscribers. The London
Timtes says :- " Both those fine volumes have been
prepared ivitlh the utmost care. The type and paper
and the arrangement of paragrapls are alike excel-
lent ; the 130 illustrations have been chosen with
judgnent, to show all the varieties of ' Phiz's' work ;
and the letterpress calls only for praise. Mr. D. C.
Thonison lias donc well to reprint copions passages
fron Dickens and otherauthors, in order to refresli the
reader's memory of the scenes illustrated. A neglect
of this precaution often mars one's enjoymnt of
books like this, for it cannot be said that the pictures
always speak for theiselves, and even wlien they do
se, the reperisal of a once fantiliar passage, bringing
back forgotten names and incidents but dinly remaemi-
bered, suddenly animates all the characters iii a
sketch. In places where roprints would have been
superihious, Mr. Thomson lias given pithy explana-
tions of his own ; and his judicious criticisms, while
guiding the inexperienced reader to an appreciation
of what is best in the artist's drawinigs, wili commend
theiselvs to connoisseurs by their occasional sever-
ity. ' Phiz' was unequal in his performances. A
painstaking artist, with abundant imagination, he
laboured hard witlh his hand, but he was often indo-
lent of mind, and lie seldom tried to cnrich lis im-
agination by serions studies fron life. lis pictures
were reimpressions of people and things acen with a
passing glance, but nover closely examined. He drew
without models, entirely fron nemory, and this lent
a samieness not ouly to his figures but to the accesso-
ries. When he illustrated Dickens's 'Tale of Two
Cities' he had to reproduce scenes fromn French life,
but he did it poorly. His Frenchmxen are English-
miien gesticuilating in forcign attire. As a specimen ot
this wanît of research we may take the amusing pic-
titre (). 180) ' Getting up the Steamu,' from one of
Frank Smnedley's novels. The railway porter, the
guard, and the soldier are comical figures, but they
are not French, and even in the little details of uni-
forn, which miglit to easily have been ascertained,
the portrayal is incorrect. It is to be regretted that
Hablot lrownào did not accept the tempting invitation
which Charles Lever once gave him to go on a driving
tour through Switzerland and the Tyrol- Lever ' sup-
plying the tom '-for ' Pliz's' talent would have
cone back freshoned fromt such an excursion. The
'Tale of Two Cities' was the last work which ' Phiz'
ilhistrated for Dickens, and the novelist's emnploy-
ment of Mr. Marcus Stone as illustrator for lis next
book, ' Our Mutual Friend,' scens to have caused
deep mortification tu the artist whose geniuîs had
ielped so mxuci to popularize Dickeus's earlier booke.
From that time, as Mr. Thomson says, 'Phiz' do-
clined visibly in the public estimation. and unfortu-
nately he nanaged soon after this to irritate Anthony
Trollope, by misrepresenting ne of the scenes in%
' Can You Forgive Her l' Trollope showed his dis-
pleasure by requesting another artist to finish the il-
lustrations of his novel."

The daily production of envelopes in the United
Kingdoni is said to bo 700,000,000. In the United
States the daily production very nearlv quadruples
that quantity. They make 2,S00,00,000.
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