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BOOKS AND NOTIONS

SILVER PLATED FANCY GOODS.

ACH year scems to bning forth ideas in
fancy goods so entirely new that cven
those whose time is constantly occu.

pied in seaiclung for novelues are daily con.
fronted with surprises of one kind or another
It1s 2 common saying after the Christmas
rush 15 over that “the past has been a truly
wondeiful year, and that it would be useless
to expect another so fruntful in novelty of ilea
and design.”  And sull the succeeding sea
son has never been known to fall behind the
record of its predecessor  Certainly, from
what we can  sce, 189y, with all its
talk of poor trade, 1 making itself a
name that leaves i1Xy3 far in the rear.
So that our readers may know in advance
whatis yoingto be shown to them by the
traveling  representatives of the different
houses, some space is this month devoted
to slver plated novelties. This hne has
cudently come ta stay. What astonishes
one most 15 the combination of heautiful de-

sigas and low pnces at which these goods
are bemy offered as compared with those
made by the old style sthver plate compames.
The fart s the manufacturers of these silver
hiiec-a brac go ahout ther business in a dif-
ferent way. They start out with the wfea of
making an article to sell for a certam price
and calculate upon tummyg out enormous
quantities  Thair tools and dies are made
with this e-neadea, and no eapense i spared
1 making the desyn-

’hoto frames, which have been made of
almost every imaainable matersal, seem to
make a handsamer appeatance :in silver than
i anvibnng clse.

Ladies' tewel boves, with engraved or bey.
elled glass teps, are bath handsome and
useful . but of cven yreater populangy are
the amaller bones for ollar buttons, hair
mus, cte., msenbed with such mottoes as
*Where's My ¢ ollar Button -~ A\ Friendin
Need, = Treasures,” and so forth  Gentle.
men's amokers” sels ol a deaded want in
pnang ladies an opportumty to buy preuty
wifts at reasanab’e prices. The Indian club
1s the feature of the scason in this hine, and
n shown n the accompanying cut lhe
handle s mide of black ododize, and the
remainder of polished siver. The whole

club comes to pieces in four parts, each
forming a receptacle respectively for to-
bacco, aigars, matches and ashes. We do
nat remember ever haviny been so pleased
with a wft. Its ingenuity is certainly
very taking. There are inkstands in the
greatest profusion for ane, two, or three

bottles, both in gold and silver plate.
The chasteness of some of the styles is
truly a credit to the age, as also are
the low prices. Paper knives and book
warks make very pretty philopacna for-
fats, or prizes for euchre parties, while
nothing would please a little girl more than
a pincushion made in the shape of a slipper,
baby's boot, baat, ar sleigh. There are a
number of styles of whisk holders which

should be an adornment to any hall.  Clock
stands are equally serviceable. DBoxes and
halders for playing cards like ash trays and
cand receivers are acceptable in any house.
We al-0 met with a number of holding trays,
manicute sets, and toilet sets, which have
the great virtue of bemng easily kept clean
and of always bemny ready for use. Hand

mirrors and wall mirrors, pocket, hanging,
and table match safes, collar and cuff boxes,
wuung blotters, tea stramers, pocket 1ab-
lets, hair pins, bonbon flower and cake
baskets, «up. and saucers, all go to make up
a line that is aliogether too varied for a com-
plete descripuon here.,

We have to thank the Hemming Bros, Co.
for their couttesy 1n lending us the accom-
panyng dessgns.

MR, BAILEY-MARTIN,

“ Mr. Dailey-Martin® is a new book by
Percy White, editor of Public Opinion, the
well.known English periodical. [Itis pub
lished by the Toronto News Co.,in paper, at
50 cents.

This gentleman with the hyphenated name
tells the story of his own life in an offchand
manner which would be called * conceited ”
wereit notthat the authorof thebook is a man
with a reputation. But if the said author is
as callous-hearted as the leading charactet
in his book, he is deserving ot the sympathy
of that class of people who are not ashamed
to deny that they have a heart and are cap-
able of friendship and love. It is to be
hoped that the author merely wished to
show that a man guided by ambition alone
cannot succeed.

Mr. B.-M. is a young member of the
family of a dealer in groceries. He aimsto
mingle with the titled and aristocratic
classes. He succeeds to a great extent

and eventually becomes the husband of an
carl's daughterand an M.P. A slightindis.
cretion with a young American bride of the
age of 20, with a husband aged 350, leads to
a scandaland his downfall.

A cold vein of criticism runs through the
book, making it pungent reading. When
Mr. B.-M. speaks of a great aristocratic club,
he says: * Perhaps it was because | never
acted without an object,andthey neveracted
with one, that this singular distinction be-
tween the other ‘celibates’ and myself
made itself felt® But when he speaks of
marriage, he is coldly disdainful ; he says:
“ No woman is evera heroine of romance to
her husband, at least such is my experience.
Iam aware some men pretend to ententain a
poetic attachment to their wives after ten
years of wedlock, but 1 regret 1 cannot be-
lieve 1n the sincerity of the attachment.”
Again hesays. ** Let us uproot the foolish
sentiment that leads the inexperienced to
expect from matnmony any other advantages
than the iminediate material ones every well
regulated match must bring.”

Somebody wisely computes that there are
1,000 good talkers to oneslow, solid thinker.



