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THE CRITIC.

THE

Tovonto Silver Plute Go'y,

No ono need lpok further than to the
works of tho above-namoed Company, to
witness a most atriking and beautiful
illngteation of the common-sonse policy
known sa the ““N. P.” We were at-
tracted. to this intoresting onterpriso
through the display mnde by the Company
at the Toronto Exhibition ; tho brillianey
of tho display elicited an sxpression of ad-
miration from H. R. H. the Princess, and
its intriusic excellenco was recognized by
tho award of a gold medal on the part of
tho judge ; the taste diaplayed in the con-
etruction of tho case which contained the
goods wes likewise rocognizod by the award
of o nilver medal. Refinoment is often in-
dicated in amall mnatters, and one no sooner
entors the door of tho substantial new
{actory of the Cowpany, than, instead of
boing confronted with the atalo superfiuity,
¢ positively no admittance,” one's eyo 18
caught by tho red coat of tho handsome
young guardsman, who ia depicted, bayonet
in hand, on tho glass of the oppusite door,
and from whaso mouth (ns on n cloud of
pmoka), “No adnuttance” is nade to
emanato.

Tt in due however to the wemory of the

originator of this branch of induatry, prior
" 10 passing bayond tho inner portals of the
factory, to soy a fow word~ parenthetically
tu recognition of the benetit conferred by an
inventive manufacturor on unnumbered
thousands of his race. It is to Geo. Rich-
ards Elkington, founder of the firm of
Eikington & Co., of Birmingham, that civili-
gation is indobted for the myriads of nbjects
of utility and beauty which, when olectro-
plated, contributo in ae many ways, to tho
enjoynient of life.  The fow persons on this
gido the world, who have witnessod the
processes of coining, will know what the
soveral stagos are in tho manufacture of
plated ware ; thoy will at least bo able to
roalize tho smelting of tho ** pigs’ of raw
metal which in the case under consideration,
consist of tin from Cornwall (the County
which used to supply tho Phanicians),
antimony from Austra, and copper from
Germany or from lake Supermor, it 18 n
notoworthy fact that it 13 caster s procure
tho copper {rom Germany than from our
own lake. Thoy who have witnexaed tho
proceas of conung will know that the
primary ** pig ™ 18 reduced by incans of the
cruciblo to a porder of yreater refine-
mout, that the rahined plates are agan
roduoed by moans of gachinery, mvolving
immonse pressuse, to a ribbuned form, and
that the dunensions of the nthbon nre regu-
Inted by the requiramnents of tho worknian.

Panderous machinery has boesn imported
from the States for this purpose, and wo
aro glad to bo ablo to add that some of the
preaies woro suanufactured i Brauntford
the Company make thewr own tnvulds, and
amoug the greuiost objucts wo saw, 1 going
over tho butlding, were tho wreaths of
fHowers in red wax, which had been pre

as modeis fur the moulder.  Tho work
of the daugner, both in regand to tho form
end the ommamentation of the vanoun

articlos produced, 13 necoasanly of supome
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{mportance, but it is with tho soveral de-
partments of a factory as it is with tho
parts of the human body—* the eyo cannot
say to tho hand, ““I huve no need of thee,
nor again tho hiead to the feet, I havo no
noed of you.”

Among the classes of articles produced
at this g\ctory, are Tea Sets, Eporgnes,
Casters, Table-ware, Baskets, Butter Dishes,
and thoso bri ornaments which lond
their luatre to the ** cnskots " of the dead ;
of this latter class of goods, the Company
are turning jout one and a-half ton per
week ; if wo add that until this factory was
openced, this class of goods was imported
from the States, we shall be content to
loave our resders to refluct on the political
Jesson suggested thereby.

This Company has tho distinction of being-
the only Maxuracrurine Company of the
kind in the Dominion ; by way of illustra-
ting the varicty of objocts which avo sent
to the factory, we may remark that wa saw
two reflectprs for tho head-lighta of railway
engines, which wero there for the purpose
of being ro-plated. It cannot be necessary
to describo the process of clectro-plating,
although it may not bo superfluous to ob-
servo that the word: ¢ quadruple plate™
which figure in the Conpany’s trade mark,
pledgo the Company to a four-fold coating
of silver on the goods; the practice of
weighing the googs, prior to their being
subuitted to the buttery aud subsequently,
supplies an easy tost of this operation.

Tho repairing and replating of silverware
when the public becomes aware that it can
thus be rendered as handsome as when new,
will doubtless constituto an important ele-
ment in fhe business. One hundred and
thirty (pair of) hands are already cmployed
hoie, ofp whotn twelve are girls ; as thero is
an awmple sphere for tho display of artistic
taste in this direction, wo hopo to sce the

roportion uf girlsincrease. These ¢ hands’
gnve come—partly from Europe, and.partly
from the States ; about a score of them are
learnors, though upgrown, and sume aro
youths of this city, with intelligence enough
to have discerned that in this branch of
industry, they have a new and wmost pro-
mising sphere for the exerciso of whatever
mochanical and artistic taste they may
happun to posscss.

Of the show room, and its galaxy of
bridiant objects, it iz not casy to writo in
terns adeguato to convey an idea; the
maay thousand persons who witucssed the
duolay of goods made by the Company at
the recent Exhibition will be able to rogard
that display a» a solected specimen of the
Company’s products, and the gold medal
abovemamed sorves to indicate tho oflicial
appreciation of it. Beauty of design is
hure blended with richness and variety of
matertal, and twhatever tasto, skill. and
capital united can produce is here to be
scen in all tho glory of gold, silver and

" enamel, .

Although the public can handly bo invited
to graufy their cunomty by visting the
factory, they will doubtless acon observoe
that many of tho articles produced thither
are lending thejr charms to the shop-
windows from one vud of this wide Dominion
to the other; and such members of tho
community as may experisnce the noed of
a designer, necd not extend theiwr search
boyund tho lumuts of this factory, fur wo
trust thoy may long be abieto aval them-
aeives of the guidanco in this respect of the
itelligent gontieman on whom it dovolved
to show the writer overat.
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DIPSIBOICUM.

I've tasted of the * Dipsi”
Without becoming tipsy,
Nor has it rondored me a8 yot  gigantic';
Its virtues of prevention
1 need, of course, not mention
As thoy're echoed from Pacific to Atlantic.
Though clothed in garb of fiction
And commended with such diction,
Aps to render many critics unbelieving,
Its horbal combination
Is not merely o creation
Of the fanoy—noither can it- be deceiving ;
For the men who tasto and try 1t,
Aro the men who wish to buy it— - -
To buy that thoy may live a little longer,
And purchase it thoy do,
And ropeat their orders too,
For they find that they are daily growing
stronger.
Thoy've found tho * certain tonic™
Which dispels their ailments chronic,
Though they have not scen the *“natives™
yot * extracting”;
As they cave not to be prying,
Or with Dingwnan to be vieing,
Of the rocipe, thoy will not be exacting.
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