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fact is, that a niajority of this class are a poor
Ilfeckless," Ilfusionloss » lot, zind arc drunkards
instead of Leing vicious ini sonie other dlirection.
'They have tînstable inids naturally, and have lit-
tie or no0 l)ower to resist any habit %Vhich rnay con-
tribute t0 their persorial plcasure or comifort. Froni
first to, last, selfishines;s anîd gratification are at the
bottoin of their concluet. They like to bc jolly
and feel good, let whlatevcr wi!l siffer. Tlheir de-
sires overridc every other consideration. It is this
elenient in their nature which miakes so many of
dhe so-called reforrncd drunkards profligaites in
thecir ]ii'es. If you take the highest intellectual
type of sucli as seen iii the pcr-ipatet;c tonipcr-
ance lecturer, %ve fincl in a large nuniber of such,
hiabits of grôss immnorality of life, after thieir reformi
frorn drinking. It usually takes the lascivious formi,
l>ut if not, îlîeïr unstable minds show~ thecir warp) in
sonie othoer direction. Our ears arc filled with the
wail that, "lihe demion, alcohol, is continually
draggirig downi to perdition thie besf our couintry."
'This is supremie nonsense. \Vith very fev oxcpl-
tions, as l;as ofien beenl said, evcry one0 whic goos
l)y the alcohiol line would reachi their destination
by sonie other highiway %verc this closed to passon-
g«ev tramei. In the large nuiYll)Or of cases, vice of
ail kinds is an effeý-ct, flot a cause, a symptoiïi or
sign, îîot the disease. A nature by heritage or
habit is weak anci defective, hience vîcious. Bad
example, corrupt precepts, and containiiaing su-
rouiicling*s are 10 niany tlopravod natures on])y the
match t0 ignite the powder, whose explosive power
neecled only the tire to rnanifest %viat was lyingf
latent. 'lhle lighted miatch w~as only the occasion,
flot the cauise of the liberated force. So wvhiskev
per se mi-akes nio ni iniherently shiftless, imlprovi-
dent, lazy, roguish, a poltrQon or brute, unless
these are iii his nature. 'r[hose baci qualities iiiust
hav'e been original factors in his being. Drunken-
ness only puts the inan off his guiard ; Mihen drunk
lio acts naturatly. Zo vino veritas is an old Latin
adage Sh ich conitains philosoph ie t ruth.

Earnest tenîporance reformiers of a gentiine
stamp are ofîca disappointed ai seeing their re-
clairred friends so deficiont in original qualities of
gYoodnoss. MVen the drunken elemoent is sub-
tracted frorn. the oquatioîi, it is found that little
nîanhood is left. This applies to even thoso wvho
hiave acquired this proponsity of drinking by habit.
After niany repetitions of evil or good the bias in

that direction is fornied and it is said 10 hav-e Io--
corne a second naturc. This is strictl%' truc, and
any course of concluci continually pursued assumnes
a normal habit and viirually becornies a p)art of our
nature. In this law of being lies tlie great re-
sources of evil. &'The devil," Nve are told, Ildelighits
to fishii iii îîîdcy wvater," and hiere hie inclulges in
his piscatorial pursuits to bis heart's content.
Physical disability, disease and moral obliquity arc.
largely preventible. This is apparent everywhecre
in nature and in the region of law, without anY ro-
sort 10 Utopian spoculations. For intemiperance,
the onily effectuaI remiedy, is prohibition ; l)ut this.
niust include aIl initoxicating clrugs, or our lasI end-
will be Nworse than the first. Nature's cure for
crime and vice is ex-terinationi. It is an econoiei
funictioti of nature cverywerc operating andl is "Ca
survival of the fittosi." As a rule, the dcbased
classes are sliort-li%,ed. IlTlie bloody and cleceitful
mian shall not live out hiaîf his days," is not the
average of to-day. Such live, as a rule, less thani
hiaîf the average of hUfe. TIake a thousancl of-social
pariahis, such as thieves, prostitutes, checats, chronic
dru nkards. and rascals of ail kinds, ancd watch
their careers andi il will be founid that they arc
short-livecl because of their profligrate habits. Thuir
%weak natures lOconife %vitnesses, jtc~,and ex.ecu
tioner, andi perforni the office of extermination with
com mnendable despatch. It is truc the burgiar,
the forger, or the head of a. bandi of outlaws, may
be a sober and steady -ian %vith ail his ivits about
hîmII but such are fowv in comnparison 10 the rank
and file. [t is well for thc cornrnunity that s0 fewv
leaders in evil follow a corr.-ct life, and that the
masses of corruption are %vecled out by natuire's
inexorable law~.

I-istory shows that in the profligrate age, when
the aristocracy revelled in all kiî;ds of debauchery
their direct descendants were soon destroyed be-
cause of inirmorality. Veiy feu' of' the nobility
of to-day can trace thecir immrediate line of
a ncestry l)ack two centu ries. Tennyson's
Ildaugliter oU a 'hundred earis," is a poetic fic-
lion. Society has been said 10 1)0 like a vat of
good wine, scuni and fr-oth ai the top, dregs and,
sediiient at the bottoni, and good, pure, clean-
liquor in the iniiddle. VTice is a clarifier of a:
thorough kcind, and ils r-norbific work skirns off the
skuni and drawvs off the dregs. This deadly agent-
improves .)ui- peoople, and veî-e. it flot for ils purifying
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