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value owing to its sweating and other
local action. but. in his experience, not in
chronic cases of rheunatoid arthritis, and
it is of very little use in -rhiiatismn of
the joints.

ARIEL TRANSMISSION OF TYPHOID
FEVER

Investigations in tins direction, says
Gerniano (Zeitschrift fur [lygiene uid
Infecionskrankheiten., 1897; Presse medi-
cale. Jtly 28. 1897.) have beun m:ale in
the following nia nier : A qctai juan-
tity of typhoid cultures in hiouillon or
aga-r wtv"t ;ed cither with the dust
taken fron the sick roomî. with fine sand.
vith earth, or with the faccal matter of

dliarrhoca, ail of th:se substances having
been prviously sterilized. Each nixture
was tlen distributed in three Petri boxes.

le 9of whiich was placed in) a daiip
rooi : another was left air-tight on a
table in the laboratory. and the third was
also left on a table in the labi .:tory. but.
in order to obtain more rapid dLesi n.
the mass was iniformly distributed on the
wvalls of the box with a sterilized glass
rcd. At .arious interval; as imiuclh as
w'uld lodge on a platinuni loop% was
tak(n Iron aci receptacle and sown onm

a prc.oer nedimtni.

These experiients proved that, in the
:artl ar.4 the dust. under the influence of
>low desicatioi. as in the second box, or
;ccelerated Iesiccatioi as in the third box.
lhe- tyf:hoid bacillus ordinarily succtimiiibel

at the end of twenty-four hours, and that.
ocasionally only. it still gave cultures in
buiillon after liaving been in the air-
tiglit box for two or three days. In the
itetal iatter. tnder the ame conditions
of desiccation. the life of the typhoid bac-
illus was imucli longer ; on agar no ctl-
tures were obtained at the end of six
lays. but in bouillon the cultures cotld

still be made at the end of twenty-five
days. This d<'.:rence is attributed by the
atithor to the fact that it is very difficult
to dry the typhoid bacillus in faecal mat-
ter. He syS that .in any case, if typhoid

fever is to be traîîsnitted by the air, it
desiccation of the bacilli in the faccal mluat-
ter would have to be suîch that tlhcy winil
in. longer be alive.

iln another series of experinents the
cuîlttres vere deposited on pieces of cl th
and linein. In these conditions. in spite
m the progressive desiccation in thie 1ox-
es. the typho:d bacilli still preserve(l their
vitality at the end of sixty days and sone-
limes even longer. The autthor explaine.
this fact saving that the fibres of the tis-

ue:t«s protected th le bacilli agains ulescca-
.11m.

Fromt all these experinients the autlî,r
con cluides that the doctrine of the trai-
lission of typhoid fever by the air is

.îarcely admi'sible. i order that the air
miay carry p..rticles to wlîicl the lacilli
adhere, it is necessary that theV slîuhul b1e
founil in a condition of desiccatioi wlhi-h
i carcely cc mpatible witIi the vitality if
the hacillis. ()n the other hand. the'
danîger of tranmliissiuon by objects. stcil
aks c lothiig. woods. etc.. soiled by the
q'ejecta is very real.

TYPHOID FEVER
The Departmnent of IHcalth ainotiunces

that typhoid fever is uitustially prevaletit
in this city this fadl. If the cases wvere il,
more itmierous than appears froim the
wtekly reports of that departient. this
alnouiceient would iot be justiiable,
fr refereice to this report shows that be-
ginnîing with the week ending Septeinber
lii and itciding that endinîg October :d
the cases reported were 9. 11, 10. !). and 7.
,r 5l for five weeks. This is not a lar c

niuber for a population of .G,(<E,> bit.
iin>fortniiat.ly. these figures do not begin
to represenît the trtuth. If wc turn to the
portion of the report in whiclh the deatlis
are recorded, we find that in these saime
w.eeks the deatls fro<m typhoid fever were

. G, 8. 9. and 5. or 32 in all. In the week
eiding Septeniber 25th, 9 cases were re-

ported. and tiere werc 9 deaths. As is
well-known. the death-rate in typhoid
varies considerably. Inî 18,612 cases ag-
gregated by Murchison, the mortality was


