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value owing to its sweating and other
lacal action, hut, in his expericnce, not in
chronic cases of rheumatoid arthritis, and
it is of very little use in theumatism of
the joints.

ARIEL TRANSMISSION OF TYPHOID
FEVER

Investigations  in this
Germano  (Zeitschrift fur IHygicne und
Tnicctionskrankheiten, 12397 ; Presse medi-
cale, July 28 1807 have been nuude in
the following manner : A certain quan-
tity of typhoid cultures in hauillon or
agar_were™ Gilved  either with the dust
taken from the sick room, with fine sand,
with carth, or with the faceal matter of
diarrhoea, all of these substances having
Leen prviously sterilized.  [ach mixture
was then distributed in three Petri boxes.
one of which was placed in a damp
roont ; another was left air-tight on a
table in the laboritory, and the third was
also left on a table in the laberatory, but,
in order to obtain more rapid desnaoison,
the mass was uniformly distributed on the
walls of the box with a sterilized glass
red. At various intervals as much as
“weuld lodge on a platinum  loop
tak¢n from cach recepiacle and sown on
a prooer mediun,

direction,  says

wis

These experiments proved that, in the
sarth and the dust, under the influence of
sow desication, as in the second box, or
aceelerated desiccation as in the third box.
the typhoid bacillus ordinarily succumbed
at the end of twenty-four hours, and that,
ocasionally only, it still gave cultures in
bouillon after been in the air-
tight box for tvvo or three davs.  In the
lrecal matter, under the same conditions
of desiccation, the life of the typhoid bac-
tlus was much longer ; on agar no cul-
tures were obtained at the end of six
days, but in bouillon the cultures could
still be made at the end of twenty-five
days. This iti.:7rence is attributed by the
author to the fact that it is very difficult
to dry the ’t,vvphoid bacillus in faecal mat-
ter. He says that ,in any case, if typhoid
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fever is to Lo transmitted by the atr, the
desiceation of the bacilli in the faccal mut-
ter would have to be such that they would
e longer be alive,

In another series of experiments the
cultures were deposited on pieces of cloth
and linen.  In these conditions, in spite
o the progressive desiceation in the box-
es, the typhoid bacilli still preserved their
vitality at the end of sixty days and some-
times even longer.  The author explatned
this fact saying that the fibres of the tis-
sues protected the bacilli against deseeca-
ston,

From all these experiments the author
concludes that the doctrine of the trans-
ission of typhoid fever by the air is
scircely admissible.  In order that the air
may carry particles to which the bacilli
adhere, it is necessary that they should be
found in a condition of desiccation which
s scarcely compatible with the vitality oi
the hacillus, Omn the other hand, the
danger of transmission by objects, such
as clothing, waonds, ete.. soiled by the
dejecta is very real,
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TYPHOID FEVEK

The Department of Health announces
that typhoid fever is unusually prevalent
in this city this fadl,  If the cases were no
more numerous than appears from the
weekly reports of that department, this
announcement  would not be justifiable,
inr reference to this report shows that Ie-
ginning with the week ending September
hh and including that ending October 2d
the cases reported were 8, 10, 16,9, and 7,
or 31 for five weeks. This is not a larae
number for a population of LGo0006, [3ut,
unfortunately, these figures do not begin
to represent the truth, If we turn to the
rortion of the report in which the deaths
are recorded, we find that in these same
weeks the deaths from typhoid fever were
LG, 80, and 5. or 32 in all. In the week
ending September 25th, 9 cases were re-
ported, and tihere were 9 deaths. As is
well-known, the death-rate in  typhoid
varies considerably. In 18,612 cases ag-
gregated by Murchison, the mortality was



