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graius or less, it is probable that tho whole of 1t 1s absorbed in a
forw minutes.  In the first of the folluwing cases, the hypnotie
offect was produced in ton minutes after tho adminstration of
thedrug  As the dose of it in that case was only fiftcon grains,
it is fair to infer that the whole, or nearly the whole of the
quamity given passel from the stomach o tho blood within
thut space of time  "The stomach appears to be capablo of passing
into the blood any quantity of hydvato of chloral that may bo
put into it, provided that the article is pure and suficiently
diluted.  Ienco any quantity of it may bo givon at a dose, so far
as the stomach is concerned, that it is wise to administor. The
presenco of food in tho stomach would be likely to delay its ab.
sorption, Any jrritation of tho stomach, liko gastritis, would
probably rendor that ovgan intolerant of it, though I have nevor
proved this by exneriment. The absorption of the hydrato of
chloral by the stomach, then, ix casily and quickly mnduced
when 1t is given largely diluted upon an ompty stomach whoso
mucous mombrane is in a normal condition.

20l Progress through the Sysiem.—Tho hydrato of chloral
goes from the stomach into tho blued unchanged.  In tho blood
it meets with an atkali  Tho experiments of Dr. Richardson and
others show that the hydrate of chloral 1n contact with an alkali
is decomposed and chloroform evolved. Indeed, chloroform has
been obtained from the vapor arising from a mixture of freshly
drawn blood and hydrate of chloral.  We haso the antbority of
Liebreich for stating that when the hydrate meots with an
alkali in tho blood, it behaves as it Joes whon it meets with
alizalies ont of the system  That is, as svon as hydrato of chlo-
mal reaches the bleod by any avenue, 1t commences to yield
chloroform,  The amount uf chloroform thus given to the blood
is proportionate to the quantity of chloral absorbed and also to
the atkalinity of the blond  The total quantity of chloval ab-
sorbed i wot immediately decomposed ints chiovoform. [Tho
drug mixes with the blowl, passes with the bluud to every part
of tho organism, and, as it circulates, continues to yiold chloro-
form until it is exhausted  In cases of fever of o low type, such
a3 typhus and tvphoid fever, when the blood s highly charged
with ammonia, that fluid s 1n a state to extract chivroform from
chloral moro rapidly than when it s less alkalme.  Under such
circumstances a given dose of hydrate of chivral should produco




