
JJydrale of COldoral.

grains or less, it is probable that the whole of it ès absorbed in a
fo- inilutes. In the ftirt of the folloVinlg canes, the hypnotic
effect wa prodneed in ton minutes after tli admistration of
ile d1r1g As ftic Inso of it in that caso wias only fiftcon grains,
it is fair to ilfer tait tho whole, or nearly th whole of the
quantity given pa"ed froin tie ntomliacth listo the blood witii
that space of time 'the stonal appear< tobcapatblo of passin;;
into the bood any Iqantity of hydrato of chloral that imisay bo
put iito it, provided that (tie article ii pi ru and sficieiitly
dilutiled. Ilence any qiantity -f it may bu givon at a doso, so far
as the atonmaclh is coircrned, that it is seu to adiniistor. Tho
preseneo of food in ttihe stoiaeli would bi likely to delay its ab.
sorption. Any irritation of the stomîahi, liko gastritis, vold
probably renier that organ intolerant of il, thougt I havo iover
lprovedt this by experiment. Thte absorption of the hlydrate of
chloral by tle stomaelh, theit, is eansily and qickly îiidred

wlien it is given larguly diluted upon ain eipty stoiiaci lhose
mucou ioinbraiino is in a normal condition.

2nl Progress through the Systeum.-Thio hydrate of chloral
goes front tie stoniarb into theu biod untîiclanged. In thei blooI
it ncets wotih an alkali Theo expuriients of Dr. Richardson and
other Itiosw thiat th hydrate of chloral in contact withà an alkali
ih decoiposed ani clloroforim evolved. lindîeti, chloroformiî ia
been obtaiiel fromt the vapor arising froin a iîîxtnro of fresthly
drawi blood and hîytrate of cloraL We ha o the aithority of
Lielreict for ntating that wni the lydrat meeuts with an
alkali in ttho btod, it behaves as it doc whno <t iieets wtiti
alkal ies ont of the system That is, as suon as hydrate ofchlo-
ral reaches tle blood by any aveuiie, it conmîences to yield
cthloroorim. Tlie amiiouint nf eltformoiii thts j.,iven to the blood

s proportionatet to tle q.antity .f chlorai ab.orbed and also to
the alkaliiity of the Vkid The total quaitity ofi chloral ab-
sorbed !, tnoi mmeditely. deconooed uit. chlorofori. Thto
Iruîg mixes with ith bl , panes niti the bilod to very part

of (lin orgaînism., and, a. ih rirn ilatus, contmuuis to yield chloro-
forn uîntilt is exhaustedl t as of fe er of a bmli type, sich
as typitiu anid trphoid feor, wtoi blood ja hèdhly charged
wVith ammoniani, fthat fnlid m lt a at to extract cllorolurmi from
chloral iore rapidly than when it s leno akaline. Under scli

cicumstances a given dose of hiydrate of chloral shnd produtco


