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For so long a timo has the publie mind been systematically
debauched and demoralized-by the promineîntlypublished noticos,
widely dissommnated pamphlets, and nniversallycirculated advor-
tisements of criminal abortionists,.tIaittho frightful enormity of
the offonce inculented hns long sinto ceased to bo fully realized.
Nor enn the Canadian and Briton rejoice inI "the flattoring
untion " that things aro much botter with themselves. It is
true, their st ingent Medical Acts, to a certain oxtent, ars pro-
ventivo of a like amount of publicity.iii its practico, and a closor
legal surveillanco necesitates a greator-dogre- of precaution to
securo concoolment and crvado the ponnty; but the columns of
nine.tenths of tho Canadian norspapers arc polluted with
announcements of the samo escription ; nnd the publisled
reports of the London and provincial police courts (with thoir
recent roerlations in relation to " baby-farning ") show that
whilo less obtrusive in its workings, the destruction of offspring,
in varions ways, is.largely engagcd in, and that, though quieter
on.the surface, thore is sinilar rottenness beneath. •Thorougout

this country a serions consideration of the loathsono subject.bas
been shirled-the appalling frequency of the porpotration of the
iniquity quiotly ignored-until, at-longth, it has nssumed propor-
tions se formidable as to startle even the most hecedless. To a
great.extent (notwithstanding its mnuch greater enormity), tho
treatmeont it bas received fas been the samo -as that given to
" the social ovil "-a furtive covering np, or hurried pushing of it
out of sight. Thore needs an carnest effort on the part of al
good-men to create a healthier public sentiment. Tho press, the
pulpit, and the bench-all publio teacher, eoverywhere-should
asd in doing away with this foul thing; and legislative onnet-
ments for its repression, of tho most effective character, ehould
net only bo passed, but rigidly and righteously enforced. In
conclu'son, from what lias already beer said, it cannot but bo
apparent tlat the mass of American readers are not in-a more
eonîghtoned condition relative to hygienc nd anntAoy than the
mass-ofreaders anywhere else, that there is an ample field fora
popular medical literature of quite a different description fromi
that which so extensively obtaino throughout the lengtl ana
breudti of th land ; and thnt oven hucmb!o and unpretending'
works lile that of Dr. lope iniglt fill anadvntagecous placo
in thousands of househiolds irwhere are nci only to b fcund the
morcenary fiy.otîots, unceean pamnphloto, and satanic hand books,
te whici ve have-adverted.


