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For 80 long a timo has tho public mind beon systematically
debauched and d lized-by tho prominently published noticos,
widely dissominated pamphiets, and nniversally circulated advor
tisomonts of criminal abortionists, thattho frightful enormity of
the offonce inculeated has long since ceased o bo fulty realized.
Nor' e¢an tho Canadian und Briton rejoico in “tho flattoring
unction " that things aro much bottor with themselves, It is
truo, their striogont Medical Acts, to a- certain oxtent, are pro-
ventivo of a like amount of publicity.in its practico, and a closer
legal surveillanco.nceessitatos a greater-dogreo- of procaution to
securo concoalmont and .evado the ponalty ; but tho columns of
nine.tenths of tho Canadian newspapers arc polluted with
announcements of the samo doscription; and the published
reports of tho London and provincial polico courts (with their
recent rovelations in relation to * baby-farming ™) show that
whilc less obtrusivoe in its workings, tho destruction of offspring,
in various ways, is.largely ongaged in, and that, though quioter
on.tho surfacoe, thore is similar rottonness beneath, *Thorougout
this country a sorions consideration of the loathsomo subject-has
been shirked—tho appalling frequency of the perpotration of the
iniquity quiotly ignored—until, at-longth, it hay assumed propor-
tions so formidable as to startlo even tho most heedless. Toa
great-cxtent (notwithstanding its much greater enormity), the
{reatmont it has reccived has boen tho samo-as that given i
‘tho social ovil "—a furlive covering up, or hurried pushing of it
out of sight. Thoro nceds an carnest offort on tho part of all
good-men to create o healthior public sentimont.  Tho press, the
pulpit, and tho bench—all public teachers everywhere—should
ad in doing away with this foul thing; and legislative enact-
ments for its ropression, of tho most offectivo charactor, ehould
not only bo passed, but rigidly and righteously enforced. In
conclusion, from what has alroady been said, it cannot but bo
apparont that tho mass of American.readers are not in-a moro
onlightonud condition relative to-hygienc and anatomy than the
mass-of roadors anywhero clse, that thore is an amplo field fora
popular medical literaturo of' quite o difforent description from
that which s0 oxtonsively obtains throughout the longth and
breadth of tho land; and that ovon humblo and unprotonding
works like that of Dr. Hope might fill an-advantageous placo
in thousauds of houscholds whero aro ncw only to bo fuund the
moveenary fly-shooty, unclean pamphlots, and satanic hand books,
to which wo have-advorted.




