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wonderful organ is the eye. In no part of the body is that beautiful
harmony ot varied though concurrent actions, that adaptivity of diverse
means to the accumplishment of a definite end, which continuing in un-
disturbed suceession throughout ages, evidences the operation of Supreme
voisdom, mnre markedly exlnbited than in the apparatus of vision. A
slight all...m to, or substraction irom,the diameters of the eye ; an opa-
city of tu. iransparent membrane ; a deficiency of the pigment; thick-
ening of any of the several refracting humounrs ; or absence of power in
the muscles of the globe, would suffice to make it entirely unfit for the
purposes for which 1t is intended.  But, except as the result of diseased
action, how seldom is there any deviation from the ccndition of norma-
lity—that typical state v .1 b was impressed upen it at the time when
the mind of man first lovs: d torth on the beauty of the world in which
he was placed. As an optical instrument, the eye is the very perfection
ot compuctness, power aud efficiency. Spherical aberration 1s prevented
by tue convex cornca ; and the different dispersive powers of the tran-
sparent structures serve in a measure to correct chromatic aberration.—
llow exquisite must be that arrangemcnt by which it adapts itself to
varying ranges of vision,and_how inconceivably minute must the image
of the separate portions of an extended landscape be upon the retina ?

Possessing in its investiments and appendages nearly all the kinds of
tissues of which the body is made up, the pathology of the eye irust
necessarily be a subject of great interest to the medical practioner. And
so we find it hus always been.  'The importance of unimpnired sight to
an individual, and the sad condition of him from whom the hight of
heaven is shaut out, assisted materially, no doubt, in attracting attention
to the diseases of the eye. The circumstance, moreover, that® these di-
seases are nearly all visible, and susceptible of direct examiuvation, led to
their early examination.  JAs a speciality, ophthahinie surgery, accord-
mg to our author, is not of modern date, It is coeval with the practice
of medicine. * We find from Herodotus that Cyrus sent to Amagis, the
hing of LEgypt, for au ocubist.  Tie Greeks and Romans had their ocu-
lists, as is evident, not only from their writings, but from the inscriptions
on ancient marbles and seals.  There is no doubt that oculists were at
least as nwmnerous w ancient Rome as in aay modern eity.”

Lintl the latter end of the eighteenth centnry, when Soemmering
published his fcones Oculi Humant, ophthulmalogical literuture was quite
uncultivated.  Rince that time, this department of medical science has
received, particularly from the German and British schouls, a great deal
ol attention ; and we now possess large and elaborate works on diseases
of the eye, many of them coutuining excellent represcntations of the »-
pearances presented by the organ under different pathological states.—
The voltune which now hes before us is a very excellent work on the



