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. Periscope.—Prussic Acid in Ophthalmic Diseases. -

of seda at the same-time gn the inner surfacé_ 6 the mem-
brane. . DU o T L

I have sajd that the parls appear as if they had been worn
away hy fiiction. . But this is fot all; il it were so, the
cancellous- structure of the bone would become “exposed,
which, as you will perceive, on” examining thé prepara-
tions, is not the case. A process of repair is going on si-
multaneously with that of destruction, in consequence of
which the exposed surface of the bone every where is of a
hard and, compact texture., - ' ' |

The existence of. this singular condition of the joint is’
indicated by a grating like that of a rusty hinge; a circam-
stance whbich ‘the condition of the articulating surfaces™ at
once explains.: . O s

A. somewhat similar symptom-may occur Gnder other
circumstances, . In. young persons, especially in’ young
wamen, there.is sometimes a crackling not only of the knce,
but of the other joints, apparently connected with a'defec-
tivé secretion of synavia. In elderly persons the cartilage
undergoes an alteration of, Structire, assumine & fibrous
appearance, and this i§ followed by an absorption of ity so
that the,surface of the bone is exposed, and thie result isa
grating, like that of a fracture’ when the joint is moved.
This is one of the changes incident to advanced'life, is
scarcely to be regarded as a disease, and can no more be
remedied by art than grey hair can be restored to-its origi-

nal colour. " . .- -

S Hysterical Affections of the Knee. -«

Thete is a complaint of the knee, of common occurrence,
especially in: young womgn of an hysterical cénstitution,
and. which.is frequently confoundead with* morfe serious dis-
eases ; so that I'have "known padents labouring ‘under
it to. be "treated for a long time foi scrofulous disease; or
ulceration of thie cartilage ; and, indeed, cases have occurred
in, which the limb, thrcush '{iis error, had ‘been actually
amputated. "An’hysterical yoing woman spiains her kneej
or thinks that she does s, in walking. ""She conplains of
pain-;_believes, that she cinnot walk ; she becomes an ob-
Ject of attention, apd “her family and friénds are alarmed
by the prospect of ‘a white-swelling. ‘I néed'scarcely state’
that all bysterical symptoms are aggravated by constant
auention to them, and sutch is the ‘case heré.” The pain be-
colues more severe, and at last a surgeon is consulted.- He
finds. the kree no Jarget than‘the othet, bit the patient says
it is exceedingly painful. She cdnnot bear it to be touched
or'moved, @nd often lies o' thé'sofz a” perfect fixture. On
your-examining the knee’she Winces as if it caused her the
Lering; and you may observe that the’slightest

meh will produce “as “miuch 'pain jas a.hedvy préssire.
Pinching the skin over the: joiiit“occasions’ mote pain than
squeezing the'surfaces against ¢ach ¢iher’ with the hand on’
the. heel “ If the lim'he exam whilg'the patiert’s at-
teption'Is direeled to what'y e doing; 'She ‘complains
seyerely, but'if, the exatinatioly ‘be. made while shg is én-
gaged in conversation, and hiei' mind otherwise ogcupied; shie
beays considerable pressuré on it- Without making any om-
plaint; wrhatever.. The foljowing ar¢’ the diagnostic marks

of the dissase i first, t}gaﬁg‘“lhg,pé.tgg'r_lt'“is"qf an hysterical’|’
constitution, probably she has” other “hysterical symptoms’; [

secondlyy that the’ joint is’ nof’swollen ; thirdly, that a light
touch of the skin produces as'miich pain‘as a heavy pres”
sure 5-and, lastly,: that, if: the-patjent’s attention be.direpted
to other matlets the joint may- be handled withouf'catising
angp‘aiﬁ‘atﬁau‘." R I A IR ;
o ‘thie-most part-thé diaghosis is sufficiently easy.” Theie
arg‘some cases, howWever, which will puzzle a surgeon in.
spite "of a‘good deal"of experience. : For instance,.a girl.
labours tinder this, afféction: of the knee;lit has heen mis-
taken*for two or'thred yeats, leeclies hdave been applied, re-
catéd; blisters and stimulatingt liniments: of all Kinds have

ge’,eh'-ﬁs‘édito«‘irﬁtate the'skin.”® These 'applications alter the-
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appearance of the joint, they cause eflusion of serum and

lymph beneaththe skin : the joint seems swollen, and under
this mistaken’ treatment, continued for two or three years,.
although there-is no disease at.all, the. kaee looks as much. -
like a diseased joini as possible. . 5 L
_.This affection is occasionally met with-in .the hospital,
bnt more frequently in private practice. I am.satisfied that
a great nunber of cases that were formerly treated as . white
swelling of the'knee were nothing more than hysterical af- ;
fections. I have myself mistaken the case, over and over
again, in the early-part of -my professional life ; and I sus-
pect there-are some who are liable to make the same mis-
take even at the present day. - CoL ' -
The more the attention that is paid-to.any hysterical dis-"
ease, the longer’ it will tast. If.an hysterical patient has
retention of urine, while'a ‘catheter is regularly used she
will not’recover the power of making water hierselt. - So,
in this case, so long as the knee is made.the suhject of sur-.
gical treatment, and the surgeon pays.his daily visits, and
the patient’s friends continue to make her complaints-a sub- ..
ject of: conversation, so long will her recovery be delayed ;
and hence'it is that'I have known young women affected
in this wdy, remain on a sofa, the victims of an error, for
many successive years. . "
The first thing {o be done is, to direct the attention of the .
patient'to-other things. Tell the family not t6 make her
ailments the subject of conversation;-and, ebove all, do not,
let her have too much surgical attendance. Nothing,should

'| be done in the way of local application, for it only fixes the -

thoughis on the part affected. . If anything be .applied it
should be a simple remedy, such as a lution of .camphor mix-,
ture and spirits of rosemary ; and this shouldl be had re-,
course o enly when the.pzain is more severe than usnal..
But try to'ilnprove the general. health. -Probably the men-
sfroation’” will befound deficient4.and some-preparation,of.,

Jdron may he exhibited with advantage. Inmany cases. there.,

is a weak circulation, cold hands and feet 5 and combinations

of itoR and’ammonia’ with infusion of guassia or some other

bitter may be useful. "If the patient livesin the metropolis,.
let her if possible 'spend a part of the year at the sea side..
Above all, do not let .her be confined to the sofa.. -She will .
say that she has so much pain that she cannot.move. Then.
let her have cruiches. Do .not nrge her to do' very much
at first, for this will excite suspicion and.have a bad moral..
influence, but persuade her to do what she can without great
inconvenience. ~.She will find that she does not suffer as she
had anticipated, and then she avill be'disposed to do & little
more, until- at last she finds:that she can.walk-as_usual.
Whether she yecovers :soon or not svill- depend wainly,. oa -
this—-whethet ornot she really wishes to be-cured.; and’in-
this réspect’ there is.a very great difference.: some _young
women, (and, [.may add, young men too, for the;same train -
of symptoms sometimes cccurs-in the other sex), prefer he=

+ing laid up, and.being .pitied and made much of by their
families ; while others, being of ‘a higher’ordér of mind, are

really anxious to ‘get ‘zhoit, to enjoy the society of fheir
fiiends, and :perform their'sécial duties’; and tht latter will:
recover much sgoner than the forme = A :
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. [At a'inceting 6fthe ‘Surgical 'Sogiety of Ircland, feld.
on'the 7th of April, 1846,.a paper was-read by Dr. Big-"
gery on the use'of & Prussic Aeid, Vapour-ip thetieat-.
ment. of , Oplithalmic, Diseases:”,, Some of our: edders,

may not be‘awate that this supposed: }emed'y:rwas,liinir})‘_,,:
duced into practice by 'Dx".""Tig}gi'bu_H','fo L'xmd_oxi,‘f whoy!
with Gearsley, :Culverwell, L2 Amert; ‘éﬁ'{l qt._}'ners(,h\th:.g')'ﬁ'gl{'
, had:so-fer 'forgotteni-ihe )
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belonging: to the-profession : ir
duty to it, as {o have adopied the ordinary.methods.re-
sorted to by the unprincipled Chailatan for notoriety and




