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to try to make the lives of others happier. This is the essence of that
oft-repeated admonition of Christ. “He that findeth his life shall lose it,
and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it,” on which hard say-
ing if the children of this generation would only lay hold, there would
be less misery and dlscontent in the world. 1t is not possible for any one
to have better opportunities to live this lesson than you will enjoy. The
practice of medicine is an art, not a trade, a calling, not a business, a
calling in which your heart will be exercised equally with your head.
Often the best part of your work will have nothing to do with potions
and powders, but with the exercise of an influence of the strong upon
the weak, of the righteous upon the wicked, of the wise upon the foolish.
To you as the trusted family counsellor the father will come with his
anxieties, the mother with her hidden grief, the daughter with her trials
and the son with his follies, Fully one-third of the work you do will
be entered in other books than yours. Cotirage and cheerfulness wil
not only carry you over the rough places of life, but will enable you to
bring comfort and help to the weak-hearted and will console you in the
sad hours when like Uncle Toby, you have “to whistle that you may
not weep.”

and e third great lesson you may learn is the hardest of all—
that the law of the higher life is only fulfilled by love of charity.
Many a physician wliose daily work is a round of beneficence will say
bard things and will think hard thoughts of a colleague. No sin wil
so casily beset you as uncharitableness towards your brother practi-
tioner. So strong is the personal element in the practice of medicine,
and so many are the wagging tongues in every parish, that evil speak-
ing, lying and slandering find a shining mark in the lapses and mis-
takes which are inevitable in our work. There is no reason for discord
and disagreement, and the only way to avoid trouble is to have two
plain rules. TIrom the day you begin practice never under any cir-
cumstances listen to a tale told to the detriment of a brother practi-
tioner. And when any dispute or trouble does arise, go frankly, ere
sunset, and talk the matter over, in which way you may gain a brother
and a friend. Very easy to carry out, you may think! Far from it;
there is no harder battle to fight. Theoretically there seems to be
no difficulty, but when the concrete wound is rankling and after Mrs.
Jones has rubbed in the cayenne pepper by declaring that Dr. J. told
her in confidence of your shocking bungling, your attitude of mind is
that you would rather see him in purgatory than make advances bowards
reconciliation. Wait until the day of your trial comes and then re:
member my words. .

And in closing may I say a few words to the younger practitioners
in the audience whose activities will wax not wane with the growing



