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not only caused great and prolonged suffering, with great
temporary disfigurement, but even at one time appeared
to threaten life itself.

As I have stated, I have now used carbolic acid in this
way in several cases of carbincle; and in all of them its
application has been followed by a uniform and immediate
check to its increase, and a speedy amelioration of the local
conditions. When it has been applied early, it has plainly
gone.far to abort the disease ; and when it has been com-
menced later, wherever it could be brought into contact
with the inflamed and hardened tissue, there at least no
further spreading has taken place, while swelling and
tension have diminished, and dirty suppurating slough has
quickly given place to fiorid healthy granulation. And,
from observation of its action, I entertain no doubt, that if
it could be brought sufficiently early into contact with the
spreading disease, it would be quite competent to prevent
its extension beyond the degree to which it had already
advanced. Unfortunately, the acid appears to have little
or no influence when applied over the unbroken skin ; but
directly it can be brought into contact with the diseased
mass, either by being-inserted into the sieve-like holes, or
by being applied to it after being laid open by incision, itr
beneficial action becomes at once manifest.

Much credit is, I think, due to the late Mr. Startin for
having suggested that both boils and carbuncles might be
due to the growth and spread in and beneath the skin of a
parasitic development ; and the efficacy of the treatment he
was in the habit of adopting, the remarkable effect ofcarbolip
acid in checking its increase, and the almost certainty witb
which boils in their early stages may be aborted by apply.-
ing freely to the core of the festering pimple the acid nitrate
of mercury, go far to prove the truth of this opinion. 1

It is extremely unfortunate that the carbolic acid caniiot
always be brought into sufflcient contact with carbuncles in
their early stage-partly because of the insufficiency of the
sieve-like openings, and partly because the parasite-studded


