
LITERATUUE AN~D TRE FINE ARTS.

AiU the Remblcs fell Nvithiri bis span. le heargi ilie first rcnrarks on tire 'Vicar
-ai Wakefieldi,' anrd rerd, drirnp froin tire press, ail the fiction that lis rrppeared
since, [roin tli Baimrnysr the EtIgeworth-, tire Scotts, the DickersŽ, and tho Tlrack.
eravs. Ai f w the poetry, hie was airrsI;t-t at thc rmpidity mith wIich tho Scottq,
]3yro:rs, anrd Mfoores pourcd out tiroir mo Ls; anrd even Camupbell was toc quiclz
for hi:n -e, with ait iris lisure, and being always at it, producing to thre amiount
cf two, octavo volumes iu bis whlroc lifte. Srrnbod% askcd, crile day, mlletîrer Rogers

lîad wvritte:ran tlltirirg lately. Oràlý a couplet, wrrs tie reply--(tbie couplet beirrg
iris celebritted epigrain on Lord Drrdley). ' on/y a couplet?' cxclaimled Sydnrey
Smnith. ' Wlrv, what would you have ? Whieii Rlogers produces a couplet, lie
ges to bcd, and the kniockcr is tied, and straw is laid dorvn, and caudle is mnade,
and tire aniswer to irîqitiries is tînt Mr Rogers is as well as can be exjrected.' Mean-
time, Ire was alrvays substanti illy lrelpirig poor poets. Ilis ais to Moore have been
recently nmade linorvu by the publication of Moores Diaries. It was Rogers whio
sccured to Crabbe tire £3,000 froint Murray, wlàuiî were in jeopardy before. le
advanrced £500 te C inpbell to purelînse a sirare cf the 31, nolitat gzie
and retised secarily. Andu lie -ive t hmriglit, took trouble, uSeu iuffiuonce, and ad-
vcntured advice. T!rin was tire conduct aird the nietlrod of tlit. iast of tihe patrons
of literature, iii Eirglandi(."

For lialf a century," says tue 7lme.s," bis iroise wrrs the centre of literary sccietv;
and tIre ciripf pride of 31r RoL ers iay trot sa inucir in ga:tlýiiiing rounid iris table
mein wire liad already aclricved cirnence as iii stretchiîrg fortn a hlreping- Land to
frierîdiess inerit. Wlierev'er lie discernied ability aud power in a yoiîth irow to the

'turrrOils aird strriggirŽs of Londion lite, it ivas iris d3ilight te introduce iris ycrrrrg
client te those whiîn lie miglt Onre day hope to equai.>

If we terri for a miomniîit frein tire congenil-. areira of literary lif0 te the E-cene Qî
noise avid strife wiricli tire polit;cs cf tire early ycars of tire rcign of George II1 pre-
sent, wvr flurd tire poct alireary enlisted on tire sirie tif progress, and asseciating witir
mnii wirose mimes are foremost on tire pages of Britishî listory iii thaï; evenrfui age,
'vhen tire foundations cf empire were laid on titis continent by tire cehrnists3 wrho
thont dictated terns te tihe rîother ccuntry. "lLot us carry baci< Oui milris, sirys
the biograpirer last qnroted, "'te tire day.i of Wilkes and tire Drîke of Grafton, and
reirierîber but the îrrerpu urines of tire statesuren wiro liave adnrrinistcred tire aMTirs
of tire country froin that time tO the presenit. amdivwe ivili have prescrnt te our
rcchiectiorr a list cf tire associates andi fricir is of Rogers. It is, howcver, to the
iiterary iristory of the cetitury we trust nrriniy look for a correct apprecirtien of
Ragers's career. Ile not oiîly orurlived two or three generations cf moen, but two or
three literary styles. l'ie Poot cf Menrcry, as lire liras been caiied, nrust trot be
rashly jirdgcd by the moderi student, whose taste iras been partiy exalted, partiy
vurigrrize4l, by tire performnances cf inter writers-we are speakirrg cf a ectnipe.
rary of Dr. Johnson. Rogers must have beon a young man sonnie 20 yoars oui
w!rer thre great lexicograpirer died, aird, tirerefore, a great portion of Joirnsorr'g
writings; înust hrave beir te iii ccterrporary literatirre. Let tirose %Vio are in-
iclirrŽd te cavil attre -entier inizpirations. cf Rogers think for a moment whiat
E:rgii poetry w.vas betweerr tire deaths cf Goldsmith and Joinrson and the appear-
tniec of Wnnter Scnrtt's fir.st great poorn. Cowper redeems tire solitary wastc frein
abcoliite coifflcmrr:tion attie rnost unfortuite eîrochin lu ur literatnre. Rogers ire
(Ionribt for;nred bis stýic upon otiiirodels, but hoi was rie servile copyist ; he coîrld
feel, iilrout any terrdency te apish imitation, tire bcautics cf such authors as


