12 MINING RECORD

been introduced before the explosion as an extra precau- the combined action of defendants was oppressive and
tion. The evidence showed that immedimely before the unfair to plaintiffs, and that there was in effect a boy-
explosion the mine was entirely free from firedamp, in cotting of plaintiffs’ 800ds, and that the loss which re-
any of the mam roads or working places, The evidence sulted to plaintiffs was not overestimated at $7,500,
Plaintiff, a machiaist of St, Thomas, entered into an
\ \ agreement in June, 1906, witl the defendant, a many-
ceedingly fine character and when stirred up would float facturer of Tillonhurg, to perform the duties of chief
in the air in thick clouds. On the night of the explosion machinest in the engine works of defendant at a salary
some men were working making one of the haulage ¢ $677,00 per annum and a portion of the profits of the
roads wider, and to do this gun powder was used, no business,  Plaintiff continuc | to work tor defendant un-
Run powder had been used on this road for many years, | October, 1906, wher, as hs alleged, he was dismissed
Two shots were fired and after the third shot occured without notice. He thereupon brought an action to re-
the disastrous explosion, The suggestion is that the cover $:200,00 damages for rongtul dismissal, Defend-
first two shots hzlped to shake up the dust, and the third 4, set up that he had the right to dismiss plaintiff at
shot baving a long flame in consequence of being parti- any time, and that plain tiff refused to obey orders and
aliy blown out, ignited the compound of dust and air. was incompetent. At the 1rjul the Judge of the ¢ ounty
It appears that the men engaged on this work were kill- Court of Elgin adopted defendant’s contentions and dig-
ed by the explosion but it does not appear to have been missed the action, but on an appeal a Divisional Court
violent at that place, as the timbers were not disturbed, reversed this decision ard, holding that plain‘if could
But at a short distance both in-bye and out-bye signs of not be dismissed withou reasonable notice, gave Ju.ge-
great violence were Aapparent and signs of violence Were ment in his tavour for 8150,00 and costs,
theonger going towards the down cast shaft.  About Sanford Blake, a striking cabman, was fined at To-
the shaft survivors i the explosion observed a mass of ronto, $10,00 and costs for shouting ‘scab’ at Robert
ﬂlme»nnd a great column of dust was thrown out of the Hurst a I‘icl'nsed cab driver in the employ ot Patrick
top of the shaft. The effects of the explosion traversed Maher, as he was driving in a funeral
all the main haulage roads except one, which was wet ! . .

through watering the horses and in no case was it ob- —
served to reach the working face, and in no case were 7/
there any effects of an explosiou in the return airways, DR. BELL OF THE EOLOGICAL SURVEY

At l'he place where gha shu!l'“ere fired 40,000 to 59,000 (Ottawa Free Press,) ‘
cubic feet of fresh air per minute was passing, and it | E s N " j
was quite beyond experience or imagination to suppose  Dr. Bell's u!ennlyt- work during his long connection
that there could be fire-damp at this Place, but even if with our Geological Sury 'v has been (.)! an original ar}d
there was a trace of fire-damp it was impossible to sup- practical character, and his been arried .on largely in
pose there was any considerable quantity, If there had the wilder parts of the Dominion, Great zeal, persever-
een any accumulations of fire-damp it would in all pro. ance and pahence: as well as courage and }'“dl"‘ﬂ"“"
bability be near the working face, because here would were required for its Euccessful cxecution.  Very exten-
be cavities in the goaf not filled up where gag might eas- sive topographical and geologu'-u.l explorations and act-
ily lodge and here would be gases issueing from the coal, ual surveys were made, Comprising sea coasts, many of
But if there had been fire-damp issuing at the face orin the larger rivers and great numbers of the emaller ones,
the goaf there would have been some evidences of ex. as well as hundreds of l_nl(es,. all over the territory north
plosion or combustion there, but as a matter of fact there ward nearly to the Arctic Circle, The performance of
wvere none, But all the evidences of explosion and com- these duties involved innumerable risks and much hard.
bustion were along the haulage roads, where there was 8hips and suffering from h"K"e_v cold, wet .and hunger.
fresh air from the D, C, shaft and coal dust, But the In connection with the fore, oing work, Investigations
conclusion seems to be irresistible that this Wwas an ex  Were constantly made as to the mineral [resources, the
plosion of coal dust, without the presence of fire-damp, forests, the contour of the country, the soil, the climate,

fisheries, the fauna and flora in general, and everything
— which might constitute the natural wealth of these jm.
SOME RECENT DECISIONS, mense and almost unknown regions. Dr, Bells great

opportunities have enabled him to publish several yg].
uable papers and maps on the forestry of Canadg, It is
As a result of certain differences between the Mont- everywhere acknowledged that the outcome of this pion-
real Light. Heat and Power Co. and its gas worke em- eer work is now proving most valuable in promoting the
ployees, Simon Oranski Was condemued by Police Mag- rapid development of the Dominion and in bringing the
istrate Lafontaine in the amount of §1 and costs (in all country to its present condition of advancement and
£10) for assaulting John Boursloi, one of the workmen prosperity.
Who refused to join in a strike, while the latter was on  * Amongst the most important advantages already de-
the way to his home, |In addition, the Magistrate in- rived from 2Dr, Bell’s surveys and maps have been
formed Oranski that if he or others came up again for a their use in the general location of parts of the Canad.
like offence, they would not be shown 8o much consider- ian Pacific Railway, and of long stretches of the Grand
ation, Trunk Pacific Railw‘n(y in the ext{»nnivo territories be.
: . v tWeen Quebec and innipeg.  His numerous reports
of (!:n':::alc;pql:;::; {;,:ieono&l:e JOM::':I'I,': ::Snfmcn(l‘:d dmril»i'ng accurately our north country constituted the
Sheet Metal Wo kers, later ;i I A iati 3 lat- montains of mformunon..nvmlnble.nt the time of the
h of the orernational Associa oy Dl v inception of the trans-continental railway scheme, and
Ing to the funds of the Incorporated unions, which has bled th i t of Canada to decid t to
been dealt with in fy) from time to time in the ‘Labour cMa5ed the parliamen s Yoo S e
Gazette', the Court of Appeal for Ontario has affirmed COnstruct !?7 pr'!l)pmed ’Ilm.o, t::eervby !!\’:’ngm(he "i"?e
the judgement of the Divisional Court, which held that m:;:u':: ‘h::orzr:ll:?: m.;: ﬁ”nmr:&u;m" bee:xnl;:)l:
the withdrawal of the men in the midst of their work by orised wiﬂ{nny degree of eorl!,ﬂdence. £

(Labor Gazette.)




