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and In xuany old btnrial-grotiiidB and othier p)laces !il Japau, btm
have nover sean any inscriptions iii titis ebanracter, thaugh Sanent
inscriptions ara found ln necarly evory conioery

"Tite first knowlodgo Cîiuîcso wvriting iras earried ta Japan
by a prince ai' Coroa n uth bo r 281 aof ar cmt, aud thon, imno-
dinteiy aftor, the tutar ta, thiat prince, a Ciinese nned Wang
Zini, liaviing licou invited, Lue Japne courtiers ap)ied tbouu-
selves ta the stndy ai' tha Chinî se hangtinge aud literature."
lu the sixtlî centuiry, tho mniissionarios aor Sbnka, iLaving ororrui
nearly ail Eastcmn Asis, evon ta Coron, erossod oi'Or ta Japan aud
spread tho doctrines of' iddbisii. "lThon overy Jamaneso in
polislied society, besidleq bei,g- instmuctel in bis inothor tangue,
recoivod instruction ini Obineso also, conscquontly rond Cbiicse
books (if inamlity, and aittied at bieing able ta rend axtd %vrite a
lotter ia Clîliosa.

Tfle original pronuucncan ai' tho Cîineso dogcueratcd
early, alla noir diailece ai' it spring mp %wlticht ire ne longer
intelligible ta tic Cîjimise oi' the continent; but iîotwitbistandiîîg
tbat, tue Japaiieso reinained aible, by menus of thie Cliiîe
îvriting, ta intercliango ideas not, ciily witm ie Cliinese, but îvitb
ail the peoplon of Asia tliat irrite Cîinese. Tite Clîluese writteiî
langungo lias beconto the langtunge of science ii Japan. IL iwil
long romaint sucli, stotwithistailding the intfluence whiclt the Civili-
zation ai' the West 'will more alla more cxert t1îore."l

It ivili tlîus ho scen that Chlrese hnnguiage and thiuglît bocame
inbeddcd la tho grcatly assintiilated tai thte Japante. For cenl-
turion iL lias boomi the suai ai' knawhIedge and culture to tLImeau-
catcd classes. TrucIL tis, tlait tie Dutcli lang-uago is st îtdiedIto
a considerablo oxtout, but iL vras"I the monopoly of tho fratermmity
o! interprctatersaud a fow litorary muon, whli usod tlîis knowledgo
as a bridge, over tyvliicli theo skill aof the îrcst ivas ùuportedl and
sprcad over the counttry by sacans o! OCliiîee or Japanleso trans-
le.tionis." 1 Tite Dutoli langtîage iras oren for a timo the court
lariguage ai' the counîtry, aud mùatiy Dntch ivords have beoani
vernacular. Front tinte La tinte the student is aniuscd aud sur-
prisd, Lt find trords iiî lie mnay have casnally board aIeim' thme
Raritait or theo Hudsonî, or read ami tic sigu-boards ai' Ainstordani
ttîmniuîg mp it Japaîmeso speech; wilib Ltme naines o! ciiemicals,
inerchludize, etc., ai' Dîîtch arigin are toa miumerous ta detail.
Wo have boforo uis theo catalogues of Ltme scimoals aud studios of
tIme provimnce o! Yetsizmt or E-clàizen, theo foroigu studios of whlich
thie writer lins the Imouar o! directing. Thmere are tlmree grades o!
sehools, corresponding ta auxr primary, gramuar and hîiglt aelîool.

'Tite Japaxiese boy is supposod ta, begin scluooling at five or six
years of age. lo finaL loans theo 1kama aud hira kana, Japiues-e
alphabets, i-iceli are respectively the text aud tima running band.
Eacli consists o! forty-savcîi syllables, and timougli spoken or by
the Japanose as Il ar kanla," are .9ltored or abreviated front the
Chinese. Tite Japanose alphabet, likoe the Clîlueso cluaratems, is
a sylLaban. Tie ]topo of Japan spends fire yeams lu the Silo
Gaku. Ditring the fn-st year lie beamus ta, rend in tlieir order,
IlSmall1 Lcartiug'"-tue moral ales of' mini; Confucius' Poutr
Boeks of Morals; the Threc-Chamnactcr Booki o! Marais; tire
Blook o! Filial DatLies; thmo fool- o! Great Linieagc-aýnccstrv o!
the Mikado: and tha Entrance ta Knoiledne-duties of chen-
hiness, abedieuco, etc. By way of conmmnntary, ire muay add, that
the astonished politc, urehmins o! Japan, rcturnug home with tlmeir
ink-bedaubed faces sud bowlng very low, as tbcy invnniably do
to, their foraiga teachor, obey the precopts o! obc-dieuce rathmer
botter than those ai' the virttîo usuially suppased ta bc next ta
godiuens.

Ail theso booksar ir ritten inl very easy Chinose elmracters.
After beiug exantincd, thme seholar be-itis bis second ycar, the
stndica of %Yliieli arce - ndimntary Geagraphy, a primumer
written in cuphomy; tîmo îriting of small Chinesc charactors;
learning the naines of ail tha Ettiperors of Japan, the naines of
tie largo citias, provintes n d their local divisions, lotv ta rend
the proclamations of fha Iniponlal Govermmnt, the naines ofattd
written haacters for familiar abjects; learming to irrite thie
chamacters o! nmenrals, points o! the camnpnss, the sonnons, naines
of coiuntries, clironology, liantes a! years, ets. It wiil be mîoticcd
timat ini the fimat year reading ouly la pttrsued. To go inte a

tJapnce school rooul, while tho boys are leariiing tlicir lossons,
t(study at houlo is a iow idon iii Japan) roininds an0 aof tho Con.

gress nt Washington or an ]tour on 'Change.
1 Our Jap, during the third year, learns the four fuîdnmontal
r-idesco a rithnietic and the use of the abaous ; and bora the mn.a
tiimatical ecitîcation ofi' ost Japanose onds. le also rends flic
IiBook of ] leroes-a readcr coîîtaining accounts aof inodel mon anîd
wolliei, virtuosa :tîl noble notions, etc. The thirdl, fourtlî and
iiftht ycars are repititions in -ind, of tho first mud second. Mueli
tinie is dcvotedl toi the study of etiquotte, boîv to walk, bow,
visit, talk, etc. In titis departinent wo umust confsi tba native

of Tapu i a eerta hato! ny the eouty.A peenlfiarfiact
îvhielî the Ainorienul toacher in Japan notices, il; titis, that tho
kcopiiig of' discipline, whicli in Amecrica requires sa nuch tinie,
merv-power and irill, is ontirely unneccssary in Japan, the oy

engodry and quiet ta a rrnarkablo degrce.
ite xext sclîaol into îvhieh the pupil iq now graduatod, is tho

;Jiddla Seliool. tivowuld le tedious ta detail ail the studios, but
ini substance, they are siinply ail advanee ini tho saille lino of the
stuthe. a)f the sutail school. Tite scboltrs read tlîo llistory aor
Chiba, tho flool of Rbeitoric, or Composition in Chinese; a brier
Ilistory aof Japan, and a largo IflBook of Japanieso Strategy,"
contaisîing remark-able fonts in ivar, narratives of bieroes, etc.
la writing, <boy loariu tho Chinese sînall toxt, and bowv ta write
prirate and official letters, bath original ad after models. In
nritbnictic, thoy again drill in tbo four fundamnental ruies and
Icarn ta solvo prableins, and ta count large numerical quantities.
They aise rond a brie£ universal goography, and sttndy quite
tborougbly the topagrapy of Japan. Tito tinte occupied ta
complote tho studios aif the Middle school, is three years; during
îvbioh time tbo pupil recives initiatory lessons iu fcncing-, wrcst-
Iiiig and riding.

Young Japan is now iii bis sixtenth or eighitccntl ycar, and
enters the Dai Gaka, or llighi School. llere lio rcads soverai
histories ai' Japan; tlue furst is from the Golden Ago, and is ta, bc
brouglit down until Il witbin tlue nmcmory aof mn now living."
'Tite second is the bistory of' anciont Japan, front tho fint
Butiporor, until the middle egos , and the tbird, written ius vcry
fille stylo, takos up the htistory ai' Japan at the mniddle ages, and
continues it until tbo tinte of Iyayas, iii the carly part aof the 17tli
ccntury. la Inrithmetic, 'rulgar and decimal fractions, the rule
[of thrcc, involution, ovolution, and progression are tnught,
togetiier 'with, a littie algebra. Daily exorcise in i'encing aud,
wrcstlineg, and a nontbly losson an horsoback, lîit.berto, "lcoin-
pleted"I the educatian of tbo averago educatod Japaneso. Wlîilo
mnany, by privato study afterwards, far exceded their sohiol
studios, tho majority, especially inii natheinaties, neyer rcachedl
theo maximium prosented above.

Thus it will bc seen that tho entiro education, as WvC out aof
comuplinment eall it, a! the .lapaneso boy vas simply the kiio%-
]cage of 1mow ta road and wlite Chiaeso, a fow scraps3 of knom-
ledge eoncerning othor countries, the lîistory of Japan =ud China
only, a littla of tbo siînplest matheinaties, and a prottylheavy dose
of athoistic moralqi-no edlucation in iLs ratdical senso, onjly tbe
training af the uiemory and tho storing aof the mind with a few
faets and nny prccepts. 11o have ovory reasoit ta believe that
the st.ato of education In Echizon, previaus ta the coming of a
foreigu instmactar, is cxactly the saute as that in tho bost
provinces o! Japan. It iiiust aise bo reme'ïnberea that in inany
aof tlîe provinces, nay, in inost o! thei, no govomnment shol
existed, Lime fow thiero wore, hein- private ; alla farther,nonebut
theos ofai tho Saiinuma.ri-thoe literary military class of Japan-*
wes-e permnittcd to, attend. Considering titese facts, iL is naL sur-
prising tbat ailtlioangb neariy every inhabitant of the'cities in
Japan eau calculate an the abacus, can rcad and write the bira
kana and k-ata kama, and rcnd thme govomument proclamations, et
cancerning the facts and motiîods o! the elnssified sciences, Lte
normal Japanes- ivas like a ehild tliat lad not yet piekCd aýnmgle
pebblo froni the boundlen shmore.

At singlo slicet ai' pape- ias recontly muade at Coboes,N. Y.,
i'orty-four muhes vide aud a fraction over Lwenty-five miles long,.
nuJ thao woight %vas 10,0510 pounde.


