
Ont Famiily Religion. '7

Gzoa with ail his house. NWe admire the piety of this man the more,
because he %vas placed in ciroumstances most unfavorable ior~ it. Fie
was a Centurion of the Italian band which was probably composedl of
idolaters ; yet even in these circumnstances he sought for opportunities

frengaging, in the duties of personal end family religion. With se
-bright an example before them, whe con plead an excuse for the omission
of such duties? As the neglect of family religion prevails te a gret
extent, the subsequent reraarks are designed to show the reasonableness
and the advantages of it.

L. The nature of the social compact in a family, points out the pro-
-priety and necessity-of famîly religion.

Wlint is a faziîily? it is a littie cornmunity constituted by Divine op-
-pointnent and bound togetixer by the strongest and the tenderest ties.-
'The'hèads of this comrnunity have been united, flot by chance, for tiiere
is ho sucb thing, but by the express appointment nnd influence of God,
and nt the time, wvben bis arrangements respecting the gevernment of titis
-Wodd required it. If before tbis period they, as individuels, félt their
dependence on God, prai *sed Hlm for his goodness, and implored the
isupply of their wants; tbesaine duties devolve upon themn in their uailed
'cpacity. But there is nn additional Ïnterest infused into these duties
front th e consideration .%hat the same beneffits are enjoyed by both and

ýtherefore a united lèibute of gratitude is due. The samne wants are feit
and are objeets of comnion concern, and therefore united applications
Should be offered up. Mutual interest and property in éech other and

l'W each others welfiire, must give additionai, strengthi te those feelings la
hchboth participate, and greater fervour to the expression of thoir

-gratitude and dependence; their united ivorship must- be more intense
than the devotions of each.

A few years perhaps fied them presiding over a housebold more or
lcss numerous, with the rearing and educating of wbich tbey are enîtrus-
ted. Tehe niembers of this littIe society ail stand in the same relation ta
the parents,. and -they have a common relation te eacli other; they have
aIl1 participated la the same parentai solicitude, 'wbich bats watched ever
them and -ahticipated and supplied their continually returning wants ; love
-and obedience are due te themn ftomn their bilidren ; here again numer-
ous reasons ýfor the exorcise of famnily religion present themselves.-
There, are mimerous'warits in this littie circle, and the principle of syrn.
pathy which pervades it leads every one te participate ia the wants and

orosof anether. Their relation te ea:ch otheris se intimate that wbat
aftsthe condition of eue affects the condition- of another. AJi vaatà

aud enjoYments become matters of common coneeru; the dures, of the
governors of this littie empire as well as those -of the mnembers of it; -'the
griefs and joyà are-multiplied, numerous errands te the Throee of Goa
are furaished, numerons escapes from danger or deliverances froni afflicý-
tien are oxperienced, aud perhapsi setriking iinterpositions of Divine Pra-


