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the story. The fact remains that wve are once more settled on strietly
denominational Iines, wvith the xnost liopeful in doubt as toi the utility
of further experinient. Everything'c favored success. There -%'as
personal friendship) amiong the leaders on bothi sides. There wvas
pýast association iii united wvork. Theïe -%vas liarmony of tastes.
There ivas a strong perception of the folly and wastefulness of present
methods and tlic iiniperative xieed for union in the facqý lof overwhelir-
in.- unhielief. rIhlere were iie stroingý inherited traditions and preju-
dices te be cast aside. There was general a.greemnent in outie as te
the terms of union. There wvas the repcated acceptance of the plaan
for union iii its details by flic strongest mon, Japanese and Americati,
on hotusides. It did not sucrn possible tlîat there should be a failure.'
But as tue treaties have failcd at the Iast moment through contingen-
cies wbvlolly ilnexpected, so -was it wvith. the union. And the history ofe
the ti'o failures have inany striking points of resemblance. The
union of PrebyVteriali and Reformed bodies is now complete. The
chur-ches and missionaries of the Cumberland Presbvterian Clitirch
mission have entered tlie United Church of Christ. Seven missions
are now co-operating M'vith this church. The union projccted
botiucn the Ilethodist Episcopal Churcli mission and tbe C'anadian
M1ethodist Church, mission bas advanced a stop. The difficulties are
fully as great as those whlîi existed between ]?resbytcrians and Con.
grgationalists, buit we trust that tbey may be overcoîne. IV ecÏ. the

question loft to the nîissionaries, there would be no question as to tlie
result., but the consent of tixe churches in America, must be obtiincd.

Perhaps this union of Presbyterians with Presbyterians, and of
Meitiiodists wxith clodis is all that we eau expert for the present.
Sectari;.."isni is not yet dead. The last year bas demionstratetd tlint
fart Certa-ini associations lu the t:iiited Statcsi and One Prcsbyter,
wvere nîoved to, protest ag".inst union. There Nvere even threats of
wvithhiolding contributions froin ixetAmericanii Board if denoniiina-tinnal
pectuliarities wcere vieled for tlie sake of union. Certain Congrei
tional nxinisters and inewsp.apu.rs uised tîxeir influence te Linder thii
movenient. There are thus ininisters in the Unitedl States ivh.i
delibera-tcly set tiienîselve-s aginst union even on the foreignm field.
Sei, too, there are -a feu, missionaries wîo, value seetari:inisin. abeve
Chîristian unitv. Witlh Our srnall force and with the tremiendt-v
pressure of an uinconivcrte.d empire, they arc stili rea-dy to insist n~
flhe pettv details of inlxerited pulity. Such incxi are a smnall, iinin.itr
buit they must niot l>c fiirýgotteni in plans for uaion. Thon, finually il
iiiist be rcînenibered that the Christians theinscives ca-nnot iwi.'r
andl at once put aside party spirit, We cannoa cducate min fnr x
dfecade on strict den oînin tional Eues-, aî'd expert thxat aII %vil prove<
rèeadyl for uniioni %wleii the day bias coi. It . as parky feelinig aunxrg
thiijJap.-ncse that llnaUvl prev'eisted union hast year. let uis-sie te '.
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