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licensed to preachi whien lie was oîîly tweiity-twvo years of age, aald
M'as ordained as a pastor at Cavendish, iii Prince Edward Island,
withiiî a year thereafter. Ile wsas connected with a church compara-
tivcly small and jiool', aiîd iinabie to afford more than a scanity iîîcomne,
oftcn mnuch iii arrear, to its mninisters, yet hoe liad tlie courage to pro-
pose that a Foreign Mission should be adopted. It is recorded tixat
w~lieni lie niade kniovn his views " there was not a mnan iii the chutrcli
who thotight it practicable. Maîîy looked uponi i, as uitteriy chhneri-
cal, and were ready to 1p0ur1 contempt uipon iL as folly, whie ev'en bis
friends receivcd the proîosal wvithi a sinile of iîicreduility." The
Chiurcli had iii ail oîiiy tliirty congregations iii flic Provinces, and
înost were poor aîîd srggig.Mr. Geddie, however, persevered,
and ini tic course of a few years, carricd bis motion in the Synod.
Wlien flic proposai to scek, a mîssionary wvas made, it ivas carried only
by a majority of one! Tue attention of the Board wvas directed toward
the islands %vhere John Williams laid down lus life, and at leîg"th it
w-ts agreed that New~ Caicdoîîia shouild be the field of tlieir mission.
That island hadi been namied by Mr. Williamns to the Secesbioii Clîurcli
iii Scotiand as a sphere that miigit be occupied by tîleir agents. Mr'.
Geddie beiongcd to tiat branci of tlîe Presbyterian Cliturch iii Nova
Scotia. le offered liiinseif to the work, and w'as accepted. HIe
knew how little cotuld be exlîected iii the way of support; but lie wvas
iotVo be dauîiitut. Aftui-visitiug-allcl coii-re-ationisof the Syno ci,
and endeavoring to ex cite a prayerfuil auJ liberal interest iii tie inhs-
Sion) lie stuidicd inedicine fur a tixue. Iii Noveniiber, 1846, lie sailed
along with luis wife aiîd family. Hie w'as detainied at Boston for two
mionthis before lie foiund a, vesbel ,ailiiiî- fur tlue Pacifie, auJd even then
tue port to wh1icli a p)assage could bc got w-as Hîonoluluî, iii tbe Sand-
wichi Islands, faîr fu'oxu tAie conteiinplated spiiere iii the South Seas.
Six dreary înlouîths wure spIeiit in rouidîig Cape Ilorii ere tliey reaclied
llonolului, and seveiî weeks passed before a passage could bc got to
Samioa. Mr'. Geddie had, iîowever, ail opportuniity of seeinu the
wvorking of the llawaiauii iuu, auJ afterwards tlîat of Sanioa.
Wheuî lue reaclied the latter'pae lie fouiid that ic opportunity cculd
be got to reacli «New Caledoniia or the Loyaity Islanuds for six or
seveiî montlîs, whieu the miiss,-ion vessel Johnb 1lillicille wouild cill.
Besides, theru fliei seeined no oiueniuug in fliesc isiauîds, as the cier-
getie Bisliop of NwZealand (Dr. Seliiu) liad expressed a wish to
conduct missionary woi'k tmure. Oiie of the islauids of the New IIeb-
rides afYorded a siingle gylia of hope, anid Mr-. Geddic, witli the
advice of bî'ethrîeu at Samnoa,,are to undertakze a nmission tiiere.
The venerable Mir. Murrav, whlo s;till survives, wvas a cliief adviser and
luelper of Mr. Geddie dturiiig tlis period. It was proposed fliat one
of the Samoan iiissionaries sluuuld aiceouiiupauiv -Mu'. Geddie for a yea r,
and the Rev. 'i. Buhllen was clioseui to du s,) but ainidst l)1e)aitiou


