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they had to leave the mission in the temporary charge of Mr. Hodges,
while they sought recuperation in the more genial climate of the south.
They have now returned, Mrs. Ward insisting that she must continue in
her widowhood the work in which her husband laid down his life.

This interesting mission is now in full working order, and will doubt-
less grow in power and importance and become the pioneer of other mis-
sions on the northern shores of Australia. Ilere is virgin soil for the seed,
uncorrupted with the weeds which the English settlers impart in the shape
of the vices of unchastity, intemperance, and blasphemy.

One great difficulty has been and must be experienced by all who at-
tempt work among the aborigines of Australia : it is in keeping these in-
veterate wanderers under their influence for a period sufficiently long to
benefit them.

Their nomadic instincts are apparently inéradicable, for after they
have known the comforts and elegancies of civilized life, they will return to
the ‘‘ wirley’’ (shelter of bark and boughs), the wallaby rug, and the
chase. The man who a few weeks ago was strutting about the streets of a
town, shaven according to the last fashion, attired in broadcloth, and
nicely shod, may be met in the bush with a black pipe in his mouth as
the only reminder of the civilization which secemed to have claimed him as
its own. It has been the conviction of some that only one effective method
could possibly meet the masses of the blacks, and that was to follow them
to their native wilds and accompany them in their wanderings. Long
years ago the Rev. D. Mackenzie gave expression to this conviction, and
urged that ‘¢ the Church at home should appoint some missionary of apos-
tolie zeal and self-denial, of robust constitution and unconquerable enter-
prise, to accompany the blacks in their wanderings and accommodste him-
self to their savage mode of life.”” It was in pursuance of this plan that
the Rev. James Reid, 8 man of eminent picty and superior attainments,
came to Australia. e left a pastoral charge in Scotland to undertake this
novel mission. The foundation of his intense piety waslaid in MeCheyne’s
Bible Class. He was author of a work of a philosophical cast called ‘ The
Sheaf.” At his own expense, moved with pity for the perishing tribes of
Australia, he landed in South Australia in 1861, and from that time till
that of his death, in 1863, he itinerated among the Murray blacks.

He was one of the most simply childlike of men, committing himself
to God amid all kinds of danger. Ilis escapes from peril were so extraor-
dinary that they conveyed the impression that he was supernaturally
guarded. He was accustomed to sit in the * wirleys’> among the poor
blacks with a Scripture picture-book on his knce, and by the eye as well
as by the ear he would seck to convey the saving truths of the Gospel and
the incidents recorded in the sacred parratives.

This was an experiment by a man full of heroism, but lacking many
qualities which alone could have made the experiment very successful. He
lived, however, to sce some fruit for his toils, and a heathen was baptized




