
MISSIONS TO TUE ABOUIGINES OP &VSTItALIA. IJ

they had to, lave the mission in the temporary charge of Mr. Hodges,
while they souglit recuperation in the more genial climate of the south.
They have now rcturned, Mrs. Ward insisting that she must continue in
lier widawhood the work iii which lier husband laid down bis l11e.

This interesting, mission is now in f ull working order, and ivill doubt-
less grow in power and importance and becomne the pioncer of other mis-
sions on the northcrn shiores of Australia. llcre is virgin soul for the sced,
uucorruptcd ivith the weeds which the Englîsli settiers impart in the shape
of the vices of unchastity, intemperance, and blaspheriny.

One great difflculty bas been and must be experienced by ail ivho at-
tempt work among the aborigines of Australia : it is in kceping these iii-
vetorate wandercrs under their influence for a period sufficiently long to
benefit them.

Their nomadie instincts are apparently inéradicable, for after they
have known the comforts and elegancies of civilized 111e, they will return to
the " wirley" (shielter of bath and bouglis), the wallaby rug, and thbe
chase. The man ivlio, a few weeks ago wvas strutting about the streets of ýa
town, shaven according to the last fashion, attircd in broadcloth, andi
nicely shod, may be met in the busli with a black pipe in his mouth as
the only reminder of the civilization which seeîned to, have claimed hlma as
its owyn. It bas been the conviction of sonie that only one effective înethod
could possibly meet the masses of the blacks, and that was to, follow them
to their native wilds and accompany themn in their wanderings. Long
years ago the Rev. D. Mackenzie gave expression to this conviction, and
urged that " the Churcli at home should appoint siome, missionary of apos-
tolie zeal and seif-denial, of robust constitution and unconquerable enter-
prise, to, accompany the blacks in their wanderings and accommodate him-
self to their savage, mode of life. " It was in pursuance of this plan that
the 11ev. James Reid, a man of cniinent piety and superior attainiments,
came to Australia. 11e left a pastoral charge in Scotland to, undertake this
novel mission. The fondation of his intense piety was laid in McCheyne's
Bible Class. 11e was autiior of a work of a phubosophical. cast called " The
Sheaf 2' At his own expense, moved wvith pity for the perishing tribes of
Australia, he landed in Soutlî Australia in 1861, and from. that time tubl
that of bis death, in 1863, hie itinorated among, the Murray blacks.

le was one of the most simply childlike of mon, committing bimself
to, God amid ail kinds of danger. Blis escapes froin peril were 50, extraor-
dinary that they conv;yed the impression. that lie wvas supernaturaliy
guarded. H1e wvas accustoined to, sit in t'ne " wirleys" among the poor
blacks with a Seripture picture-book on his knce, and by the oye as we0
as by the car ho would seek to convey the saving truths of the Gospel and
the incidents recorded in the sacred narratives.

This ivas an experiment by a man full of heroism, but lacking inany
qualities wvhich alone could have made the experiinent very ýeuccessful. Hec
lived, however, to sec some fruit for ]îis toils, and a heathen was baptized
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