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Tise tiys of stage coanling are gentrally con-
oidereti as liclotigitig te atîcient histary. but
snch i, net tise caîe, as Up to the piasent dIAY
many aý nîcetai,î towe andi ining camp iii thse
,à itio West depeet i pou stage coud slinos as
theur chief menuis ofi com:nunicatiou wtith tise
iri-d at large. In tise hoart of our awn cocai.
try exists eue cf tise rnest importanit ot tîtoas

linos, that ni the ui'tisis Columbia 1,pre3s
Comnpany, runnin (reont Astieroit ta ail thie
nîînitig, griziug nudt sgiictilturtil districts et
the tiortis, rarryieg lier Mjety'4 maila inta
Lillouet, Cibiîcoteli. lai-so Fly, Cii-ilion anti
Poico River coatriss. Over this i-aute tîme
traveller înay journey ncsrly 701, miles in a
stage coacIt nlt unlike those cf wirisje Diekens
î',rote Bo graphically in describing his chia.
teraî' travelà top2 andi fi-rnt London. Insteati of
the livericti poat boys, hoircer, is tise rcgu
lai- western di-iver,wlîn tlîcugh lie gires lîimst-if
up tu dtiving natiier tisas tii-es,. is a more pic.
tur&equo figure than many a devetesi of lick-le
fashion. The driver needi, ta ba a inri of
nerve, skitl andi courage, for it is ne simple
trick te bigas-erettaiiircnindtieslarp
curves cf tho mountain roadtway,at( his charge
in an tirae us watt as; li satety je ait kieis ci
ýviretier. Tisen the tisys of tise i-oat agent are
met pat, anti whee cai rying t-aures ficm the
mines the driver keaws net et wviat msoment ha
may lie nkei nt tIse point ni a Wiiiche-ster ta
delieer up, fon sncb <liîiaet bas been made
exen lu civilizeti Briti3is Columbia îisrec, liane.%
within tia puat six ycars. T> pratect its own
in 'terests sud those cf lus patrons thec ccmpany
lias isince the tant robbery lut cii a gîtaîti.

Aithosigis tise country thrccgh whicl tlie
stage rues is vary différient frein that
ai-oued London, cccii n lien Dickents wrate ofi t,
ail along the raoute snay bis seen tlio'<mile posts"
Iwarking tise distance fçaie Liltanet, and 'lway-
sidc mne" irliere tise traveller is entertsineti in
a mariner wlaich je alirsys a pleasant surprise.
The "Cariboo roati" tisroîigliaet la kept ia ex-
collent condition, consitieritig tIse nature af tise
country tisrough which it ruets aen1 the amonut
of ti-avel aver il. For a distance cf flfty miles
fi-cm Asihai-ct it winds sloeg tbe valley cf thse
Iletiapatte rive.r,througli a pleasint andi pi-cape-
rocs farming countr-y. Anctlier fifty miles czr-
ries tise traveller aver a bleais andi dasolate

m~aouintain a(tor wiîiclî it descends jute the Lac
i. L% flarhe, valley, a nsagniticeut dairying auid

I grazieg district, wviicis extentis nortîîwArd an-
other fitty miles. Along the Fi-azer river ta
Queanelle, an agricultunal country ie traversati,
choe thse fanions Citibno mniui'g ccutty la
reacheïl. Tlîrouglî this tue stage ruas for a
dititance cf sixty miles or more, tise route terni-
inating at Barisarville, on Williani's Crecis-tbe
hi of Cario.

The coaches usait by tlie B. C. Expre3s Ce.,
ara the "Concord" pattera, fitteti with ',thor-
aughbrace" geariug, specially adapted ta moun
tain tracel, irbicl enabtes tise vebicie ta sait
atong the hilly mai lise a vcamet ce 'r a billowy
zça. Thse coanci iî hauleti hy four and six hoe
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tesms aeearding ta tise lbau, thse animaIt being
changeil about cvcry twenty miles, tise Company
Iîaving stables sîstioti attisaIdistance aialoiîg
theri-ea. Front sixty ta seventy iles a day is
nia-le and 100 herses anti tbirty mon tire cm-
ployai ii tise soi-vies. Fri-ci Cottrîiwotl river
ta Birkers'iIll, a distance of abouît 40 tuiles
îvbaro tha roati riszs te an alîtit-di of 4.09a to
6,000 feet aboya the sa, je thse mîntlis cf
Match andi Apil, s dog tuant la cmaployetl ta
cati-y the m.tii&. lie thse anatv faits ta a
deptis of 15 fet at tintes, ssii borins coulti net
gat tisrouglî. Thse dlogi kept fae the pirs-e
reaty isatîl theur barden ons tcboggaus. sud
inake gooet tinte. Tisa prinicipil stopping
places slong te route are Hlat Ci-eS, Mun-
dorf',#, Cliîîton, 83 Mile lieuse, Bridige Ci-coi,
McKuinielya (Lic 1.1 flache), 1:34 Mile lieuse,
150 MNIle FI.)use, Sala0 Cceeki, Qîsasueito, .,olin
Boyti'd, Stanley, sunt llarisorville.

As miy ha easily finiigiî'ed tisis systemn %vs
net pet tectei is a dey, or P. year. Iii the early
sixties Ni-. FiJ. B3arnardi M. P. ,ctrijei tîne mails
alotsg thse Fraser front Yale. Thmis ivas befere
tise svaggon rond! was buit and lite p.ukzud iL atm
bi% back. T(han Isidian% were e'.nployei misa
cariet kiic îiail.; n th~. *r ,.cant liton on
hei-ses atud mules ware pte6aci imite service.
Atilictîgi largo quietitias et gatl weýre caried
ie thoe days. ne loises or tn'ibttakes eci- occir-
i-ad, anti thcf.s %ve unlunown.

Deltz & Ntl-3on's express caried the mails up
the river ftcîn tise coat toalse, the prceciit
lirtitenset-governor being tise second înombar
cf titis tiim.

Tite Cariboo trsiLk i-cat freint Yale tai Barier-
ville mas ûponed inl IStI3, anti tisa tolluiwing
spriiag stages îs-era put oii by Mi-. Blarnard.
The first herses .i'ere bouglit freint i-. P'orter,
bittclier, et Victoria, Whio aI tîtat tune as
stageiîîg on tise Yale-Littozet route. Iu tîtese
tisys tise patýsenger fare in Yale te Bair-eci-
ville iras $130, aisd express maLter ivas Si per
pounti. As au offLet te tisis Mi-. Blarnard hatil
to psy as Itigl ai .30c. par pouti fer herse feeti,
10c. ta 20a. beitîg tise arinary prices. Iie
pi-usent isauriger of tîto express ccînpaiîy, ce-
taiet! tue cînpicy of Ni-. Blarnard in 1864 anti
the year follcwiug, the late Jantes Hituuttois
also engageti witli Mi-. B.irna.d. Laîci- lie be-
caine a sharetiolder in. tIse business sud con-
tinueà ih NditM. Binna-t tifl the tinte ef ltlq
deatti. lis ISGG tise Iig Bend axcitenient hi-oke
out sel sL.ag2Fwirie pu on tise route as tir as
Savan-t', Ferry, andi cannes bi-ougit trant tise
Fraser ivei %vero employeti ii earryieg freiglit
tramn tlsis point on Kiinloops liïs ta Stuisîvap
lake, fi-cm wlhcnce it iras pscked itt tIse Big
Rend mines.

lu 1868 tise express business hati attaitteti
such procportionts tisat enougli suitabie
herses coulti net bho btaleet inl Brit*si
Coluimbia, andi S. Tinglcy wus des-
patcieti ta Catiliernia ta secuna un-
mimîs. lIn Sttiscrn Caili-nia lie bouglit
anme, 300 hast whicl he drovo up ta titis coun-
try "overlandl,"tlîe drive accupying!iix iisonths,
Tîtesa hiaises re for bi-cedie;- perposas as ivell
as stageieg, anti a number of tise animaiîs %veto
lui t at Okattagan Like irere Mn. Bai-nardi tank
up a rancis, misere Vernon in te îtay, sud irbere
ho sud his asenciatesî have coutinet ta breeti
herses river- aine. 'Thoa st4ck iaportoti was of

extra got quity and the Barnard and B. 0.
Express Compatiles have alwaye bee noted for
their good thorteilesh. At tha timeof thiis im-
portation therd iverc onty tva or threc auttiers
bctwen OIag tu aud Kamloops.

About tItis tinio Nieagrs. Tiugloy sud liamil-
tan becanio paitnois, tho i-t» being known as
Barnat & Co. Da'itz & Nelson ivith *row fi-rnn
the Yale. Westminster route andi Barnard & Ca.
took over tisa esrryig ci thetimails betircen
thune points, aiso ruuîîiig tho express ta Vie-
toria. Steaners carrieti the nmails le sumnier,
andi ii w.aer oiocq, sleighs, audîtindians

b~cs cntiueltis ~trk.Capt. Bristol liad
charge ci tho Fraîer route for many ycats andi
proveti a mnt ellicient ant rustworthy offleer.
lie was note,! for bis punotualitv and roI-
ability, always buti;g on tine, no mnatter wlist
diti".elties ho hiait Io oivercome. Wade, awim.
walk or catîîoc, it madie no diffurenco to hin
hoe gat thore .just tise samne.

Branci-es of tha Bank ef Britidht Columabia
andi British Norths America. ware establisheti in
Ba.rke ville. Tlîey batiglit up the galti taken
out in those de~ys, anti shippeci it regulsrly ta
Victoria Iy Barcard & Co.*s Express. Fri-c
500 ta 800 pounds was hratight down ata trip,
andi on one occasion 1,800 pneitld ot uut,
$400,000, wat brought (Iowa by tisa express
btî6ge. Eacis of tise bauks sent out two armeil
usessengers andi thse Express Ca. ane. Thtis
guard %vas kcpt an uati I thea banks worc svith-
drawn front Bai-kerviiie, the conipaîîy retainiag
one guitrd fer ycars aiters-attis. Senator Reidi,
of Qan-snalie, ut one tueo was engageti as oee
of thue messeîîger..

lit 1878 tise concern wua incorporateti by Act
of Parlisîmient under the naine af the britisb
colituîbia Express Comapany, laking aver Bat-
isardl & Co.'a stark, aud bias bcen carrieti on
sinco under tîat, narmc, nt the present time bo-
ing one ot tIhe hezit kcaown institutions of the
upper country.

MNi-. l3arnarl anti bis succosiors fr-n '03 to
ltie presct date, ha.ve caried }{-r Mlajest.1 'o
rnsils ta Carilino, ex.,eliting a terni of tee
monthe. Thsis tinie it was carried b- athier
p.trcis Who faileti tc satiify the densauds of tise
department and Nir. Barnard was prevaileti op-
on to taise up their eontract. The- ccmpany
during the carlier years were obligeti te amploy
sction mec Wlsc devttd theur whlîoe tinie to
keepiîîg tise roadw.iy in gocd reliri, and titis
they tit lei wliole year round-, thec i-cat fi-rn
Yale to aa-ee li t 'ng the tvlld cinyons af
thse Fs-asev anti aiong the toi-tuons pathway
through the mieutains ta Cariboo being kept
in perfect order, every tact cf it being traverseti
twvice daity. Tnls care anti vigilance preveet-
cd any aerions accident occurririg, evea durn;
the building cf the C. P. 'R., when tisa roailway
w4s crassed in several places.

Refoe the busilinmg cf the C. P. R. tise E-,
press Conîpany's stag.'s irai-e the cnly regut.ar
menus et travel in the ccuntry-savc an foot.
Everyene frein thse muet humble andi
lhopefelt prospt-utors ta their excot.
Icticies thse Lord andi Lidy DflatTrie
rode in thsainae stage. Tite aid drivers tell cf
tise latter gatting out et Heligate; one of the,1
wildest peints ou tho Frauser Canyon, ta take
diner, aud they apparently enjoyeti th6ern.
selves, notvitbttandinlg their. stratigey 1wU.


