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1 Peter iii. 8.—¢Be ye all of one mind.”

The injunction embodied in the words of the text, was not addres-
to @ small body of Christians, living in a remote and particular
lity, but to the Christian church diffused overa range ¢t country,
ring no inconsiderable proportion to what was known to be the
old, at the time the epis =0 was written. It purports to be addres-
el to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappado-
i, Asia and Bithynia. The term “strangers” in the address, 18 not
be restricted in its reference to the literal descendants of Abraham
sifing in those countries, who had embraced the Christian faith,
some suppose, but itisto be understood in its metaphorical
150, as descriptive of the external state of the people of God, whe-
rof Jewish or Gentile extraction, who up to this day even, form
mall minority, among a people whose havits of thought and feel-
,whose pursuits and whose pleasures are altogether alien from
tirs, in a land or country in which they have no other than a tem-
ry interest. The strangers were just the professing Christians
sident in those widely extended provinces, and from the circum-
to of being addressed to Christians scattered over a vast region,
b epistle came to the designated Catholic.
The circumstance of the epistle being addressed in a manner to the
tholic Church is important to b~ noticed, as bearing on the mean-
ofthe injunction chosen for oar text. Had it been directed to a
ull isolated body of Christians, it might be supposed that unanim-
wmong them merely was inculcated, not tl.at their sentiments
% to harmonize with the sentiments of Christians in other places.
theing addressed to the Catholic church, the doctrine that unan-
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