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lhejp 178 will not risk their own judgment, or the lives of
Therep.at'eﬁ{s, by recommending these ahominable poisons.
dogy, ;;s Springing up among us an authority which even
Ynilli(,n dare not impugn. In America we have several
Mi"ions of Total Abstainers, and. in England we have
lh as also ; in fact, the world abounds with Teetotalers,
W, 2BY countries the people cannot abtain these liquors ;
Wipg, "M% Us there are thousands of children, young people,
toy ta) Paupers, prisoners, &c., &c., who, though they have
be'era €n the pledge, yet very rarely touch intoxicating
Uring, 88S.  We have also erowds of workmen who never
rr.cﬁsumxl their work is done, and not a few drunkards
'bou,e total abstinence when they are following their
Teetol‘alﬂnd then we have also a glorious band ot voluntary
0"‘°ns €17, Of course, among these you have every variety
L . ‘,“lllxon, and consequently an array of evidenee which
my,ind‘cal man can confute. Here, then, are myriads upon
e« Who demonstrate that they can abstain.
toy,, 2duce these facts because we want to snpplant the
f’am““d ‘ cankoT,” by the simple anxiliary ¢ gawn.”? It
'y rer:rmorﬂhle era in the history of every individual, and
Mcon‘e_nce to every undertaking, when any one hecomes
S"]un‘:‘."“s of power as to he able to say, ¢ I can do it.”
‘Oa%; 45 he lives under the impression of a want of ability
M|,|mumphsh what is recommended, he will make no effort.
‘rhg are - languish all their days, and never rise, hecanse
1 Wt € Paralysed by this T cannot. Only give them enough
: 'hey e lemselves to induce them to say, T can,” and if
| lavg e ‘helrpower, their fortunes are made. Now, we
14 the'""_'lpm\ line, and precept, upoen precept, in a word,
Yaptio, v 1dence, and all the examples, which the most
d.elir Al can ask, which the most timid or cautious ean
"°n, o) Prove that all persons, of whatever rauk, occupa.
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gy ¥> age, constitution, climate, locality, or condition
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| gy A0 they please. In England and America we

: ckhe"'istme thousands of medical men, physiclogists, and
i '_iowle”, Who, from their prefound seientific and practical
?Ilh on 8¢, are qualified to judge in this metter, and these
[,a."’fe € ¥oice declare that Total Abstinence from PoIsons
ing 1. ond must be safe for every one; but if, instead of
2av§m°if“}xs, all these were againstus, yet the faet that we
sur tin 0N of Teetotalers ail over the world, who practise
Uifie;, Neiples without the least disadvantage, would be
‘b'nd{,m 10 show that all who like may atonce aud for ever
i u.“‘l! i[; the use of these pernicious drinks.

'h:r,fw 'S not always that we all do what we can, and

h uiq : 1tis often necessary that the incentive of obligation
o ux,el_&dde(l to the sense of ability. Itis important that
Sy J1ary ¢ must?’ should be added to the potential ¢« T
:hich € are all conscious of power to do a thousand things
rﬂly, a::ie never undertake. Conscience is the sense of
°‘>bn_h tos until this moral faculty is quickened and called
thilio Peak imperatively, a large portion ot our solemn
u:""«‘ienns will be nog.lec(ed. A man or woman without a
be convi'é'{ 1s unfil to live in civilised society. Animals have
Magy tions of right or wrong, and therefore can never
e the Moral or religious beings. Laws, books, the Bible,
% ¢, s°!’llmstry of the word would be uselesstif there were
T‘)"‘ g‘enCes to be called forth and wrought upoun.
' ]f"ot&reat desideratum in the Temperance movement is a
i Ml "9 conscience.  Until we have this we can do but
0 i”ies 15 often said |ha} our socielies are not religious
li"t of "1’ and that Teetotalism is not a duty. But thisis
l:"' any Most fatal heresies. It bas destroyed millions of
; abs‘ain fﬂomed.mynads of souls to perdition, Not a duty
p‘xth fom poisons ! Then it is nota duly to keep the
u,:cept (:xf"nandmcnt ! And if we may violate the sixth
(8 (o . the decalogue with impunity, what authority is
p:px of ‘h'"d us fo the observance of any of the other injune-
tony ¢ £, Almighty ! Not a duty to abstain from alcobolic

\wis not a duty to abstain from wasting the
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ug o belicve that a time will soon come when physicians | bounties of Providence, ner a duty to take care of our pro-

perty. Then we may waste our money, destroy our health,
corrupt our children, injure our intellects, inflame our pas-
sions, cast stumbling-blocks in the way of others, and im-
peril our salvation, and yet be innocent!

The more we look at this subject, the more are we
convinced that there is not a single obligation enjoined in
the Scriptures that demands more rigid attention than the
duty of Total Abstinence. A very little examination into
the immediate and remote consequences of drinking these
liquors would show, that there is not another practice in the
country more detrimental to the welfare of the nation, or
the success and prosperity of religion. It is an evil pregnant
with ten thousand ills and crimes. It is the prolific parent
of almost every vice. It promotes Sabbath-breaking, swear-
ing, sensuality, pauperism, domestic wretchedness, disease,
premature death, and shuts muititudes out of the Kingdom
of Heaven. It imparts fire to inflammations and fevers ; it
gives wings and viclims to the cholera; it adds venom to
diseases of the lungs, the liver, the kidneys, the stomach, or
the intestines; and arms paralysis, palsy, and apoplexy
with all their power te amite the nerves, the brain, and the
mind. Jt always begins with moderation. Here is its
fountain-head. Abolish moderate drinking, and there would
never arise another drunkard. There is, therefore, ¢4
MusT” as well as a ¢ can’ in eonneetion with Teetotelism.
We mysT abstain, or we injure our health, waste our proper-
ty, and destroy the bounties of Providence. We ntosr
abstain, or we eorrupt our families, injure society, promote
crime, weaken cvr intellectual and meral power, shorten
our lives, and put cur souls ig jeopardy. T can abstain, 1
smust abstain, should he the watchwords of every one who
loves himself, loves his species, or loves the Redeemer.

But there is one auxiliary more which should be added to
the two mentioned ahove. Every humane person, every
patriot, every philosopher, every philanthropist, and, above
all, every Christian should say, I WILL abstain. We have
shown that we have the power; we have demonstrated that
there is no duty more sacred or binding, and now woe be to
us if we do not resolve to abandon these drinks. We may
he told that many men who fill high stations in the chureh,
stand out stoutly and firmly against this daty. We confess,
with the deepest pain, that the fact is even so ; and we have
also to state that they have to pav dearly for their iniquity.
If they are saved, yet they are ¢saved so as by fire.” e
have seen them in this world enduring chastisements for
their sins, the narration of which would make every ear
tingle. We have known minister after minister obliged
to resign his office because strong drink had destroyed
his character. Some of these also have sunk into
the Jowest depths of degradation, and have been a
burden to themselves and a disgrace to their families
and to scciety. We could mention cases in which
nearly every member of the family of some eloquent and
popular preacher have come to ruin through drink, and,
alas, the father and the mother had been the first to create
in them a taste for these poisons. A poor wretched drunkard,
who has again and again redueed himself to beggary by
dissipation, said to us the other day, ¢ These liquors were
given me with my mother’s milk, I have drunk them from
my infancy, and must drink them now.”” This man’s mother
was noted for her piety, and his father is still a preacher of
the Gospel. Church membersare continually failing through
these poisons. Hundreds of children, the hope of the school
and the chureh, are yearly lost through these liquors.
Ministers, deacens, and other useful members, are every
year dropping into the grave through diseazes of the nerves,
and the brain, and other maladies induced by stimulants;

so that there is not a crime in the country so signally mark- |

ed by the displaasure and curse of the Almighty as the use
of intoxicatiug drinks. In this respect, Jehovah, in a re-
markable manner, ¢ shows that he is no respecter of persons ;




