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every one being enpaged with their own or another's story, gently
tourching tho ann of Frodenck Bond, requested him to turn over
with her a portfolio of engravings which had been sent for hier .
spection,

With every appearance of carnestness, she descanted.on their
various merits; and then, while her oyes wero still fixed upon the
rame ohjects, and her voice maintained the samo tqnc. sho went
on to say, ** I hato nl) formal npgnmlmon(s; they frighten me to
death, “But I want to tell you, Mr. Bond, that 1 have formed a
deaperato resolutton, and I depend on you for helping mo to keep
il."

“ You know how cntrely I nin your dovoted servamt” said
Fredenck, with unusua! complusance, for e was just sufficiently
elated to be churmed, with limnself, and with every ono else.

 T{ush ! hash " =ad Lady Mornford.  * ‘That s not the style
of conversation I am desiting just now. You must answer me
«uickly, nnd to the purpose, for thin tale of the winds and the
waves will not last forever, and before it censcs, our tdle-a.téte
intist come to anend

“ (o on,” smd Freuerick, somewhat sobered by the unusual
gravity of lier inannor.

. \K:ll then,” (and Lady Mornford gagped as if her Jast breath
had been escapang from her bosom ;) ¢ 1 have decided tpon what
you recommetided o year ago. I cannot bear this torturo without
making Sir James as wretched us myself. 1 am determmed at
last to have an operation.”

Fredorick started, ** He had strongly recommended an opera.
tion a yeur ngo, but the case might now be materially altered.
Ho haa. however, been wonderfully successful in all the opera.
tiona he had undertaken, and if thuee was the shghtest probatihity
of a curc, he was nat the svan to fhach from tus duty.

“ But S Jumes 7 smd he, ¢ He was onposed to at before;
what docs he say now

“ He is to know nothmg of it until all is ever.”

Fredenck shook hishead.

« Ah, you may look s threateming ag you please, but tell me
one thing~—Huve I not o night over my own lifo 7

“ As far as you command it, you ccrtanly have.”

“\Why remind moe of that? ¥ mean, of conrse, as far as I can
command it. Now, hear my plun :—Sir James goes into Scot-
land to shoot, on the first day of tho scason ; 1 shull have a ncw
governess, who will know nothing, cxcept that 1 am taken i,
and you, and Mr. West will manage all the rest.”

“ Pardon me, my deor lady: Mr. West is o timid man. He
will never be brought over te ussist me, withont the knowledge
and consent of Sir James,"

* Nonscnsc—perfect nonsense ! Can you not make him under.
stand tho generous feching of desiring to spare my poor hushand all
the suffering he would endure to sco mo suffer; and tho delight,
the immeasurablo dehight, of recaiving Inm homo when all is oyer.”

* [ut suppoce—only for the sake of viewing the subject in every
light—suppose—~*

“You don’t mcan to say there 1s the shghtest shadow of dan.

er 1
g “redenck saw that she was watching lus face with an expres.
sion of almost frantic unxiety, and, unable to answer her appeal
ashe felt that he ought—unable i short to discuss the subject m
any satisfaclory manner, ander such pecaliar eircumstances, he
roquested permussion of Lady Momford to cait on her the follow.
ing doy.

g“ Ngt for worlds,” she answered; “not for worlds, until Sir
Jomes has left kome. 1 thmk he had some tine ago o furking
suspicion of my purposc, and tf lie had the least dea that I'\‘vzfs
plotting with you, notlung could wduce lim to lcave me. This
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wine, into which sho pourcd a powerful opiate, afie was seon enr.
abled to retumn to hor gucsts, with an appcarance of compusuro
by which they were casily deceived.

Shocked and perplexed by what he “iad just witnersed, Freder.
ick Bond felt no relish for tgo mirth or tho chit.chatpf tho cven.
ing { and un withdruwing ta a remote comer of the room, he found
there a little coturic of gentlemen, oll as weary as himoelf,

With mutual eonsent they Jeft tho dmwing-room, for thero
were other apartmcuts thrown open to the puests that night, and
happemng by chanrco or by chowe to return to the apartmient
where they had dwed, thoy soon found o use for the glasses
which still remained upon the table.

1n the mean time, Eleanor Bond was one of the most animated
and the most happy of the party who remaiacd.  Exulting in her
temmph over Miss Mastermun, she seated herself besido her with
srecat complaceney, and ¢ven went so far as to request she would
have the carriage ordered for them, to conduce her hume, aa hrer
residence was o little beyond their own.

Whother this proposal was made in pure kindmess, ur with &
desire of proving to the greatest gossip i the town, that herhus.
band could return from a dinner party. even 10 his own door, a
sober mun, it 18 not our business to inquire, Seffice it that the
offer was readily uccopted, und Elcanor watched with impatienee
for her husband’s reappearance, o ordor that sho mght inform
lnm of the arrangement she'had‘made.

** Where is your master 2 smd she to Sgunders, who assisted
it attending on the company.

¢ In the dinming.room, ma'am, with Sir James and three other
gentlemen.”

* In the dining-room ?* said Miss Masterman, repeating his
words with a pecubiar cmphasis; and Eleanor would certainly
have had some misgiving in the secrct of her heart, but for tho
confidence she still continucd to repose in her husband's word. Bt
was a confidenco which had never yet been shaken ; and though
the hour grow late, und many of the guests were gone, she stili
beheved his promise would be kept unbroken.

Miss Masterman was now becomng anxious to Icave tha house,
but having sent away her ownservant, she had no alternativo
but that of wutting until Mr. Bond should be pleased to appear.

**Go and tell you master that we wait for him,” said Elezaor
i!o Salundcm, a8 5000 as she could speak to him without boing over-

reard.

‘T'he servant went as he was ordered, and a scuffing sound was
soon after heurd on the stairs. At last the door of the drawing.
room was thrown wide open, and Frederick Bond appeared. He
did not, however, advance many steps towards the company, but
stood bolt.upright, Jeoking from side to side with a vacant leer,
and noddng tus head with such an 1diotic expression of connten.
ance, that the gentiemen found it impossible to conceal their laugh.
ter, and cven the ludies joined 1n 8 sort of suppressed utter, inter.
rupted oniy by occasional exclatnations of * odious,” * monstrous,”
and ¢ absurd,” with cntreaties that he might not be permitted to
come nearer.

Alus for pour Elcanor!  She had so loved tho world, and cour.
ted its approbation for the suke of ats fricndshup, its courtesy, and
its geatle dealng towards her and hers, that a bitter senso” of its
fickleness and its unigencrous treatment, now mingled with other
fechngs of disappomntiment and wounded pride. Every thing
acemed o be agamst her on that mserable night.  Not only was
Miss Masterman her compamon in the carriage, and wilness to
all the absurdiues of her husbaud; but Mr. Stanicy impatienty
awwited therr arnval at home, having called many times during
the evenng to consult hus son.u.law on some important busincess.
Escry thing sccmied to be agmst her that might, and she throw
herself upon her couch i a state of utter wretchedness and des.

18 the reason why I have choscn wo strayzre s sitttation for such a
subject.  But sce, we arc ohserved ; and now what do you think
of this moonlight scene 7 Our nrtists always make the maon her.
sclf, und the carth, and the water beneath, lovk cxactly as they
onght: but they rum the whole by rendering the clouds the most |
conapicuons part of the picture

«« Ah, Sir Jumes; are you, o, there? I am but ton happy .

u are come tu sufler under iy tromph.  Mr. Bond advisesme |
to purchase this—~und tis; and hie sa, s that favournts of yours 1s
a perfect horror.™

By this tune the company had gathered round ..e table, and
Lady Momford spread the engravings before them, with 3 sort of
dashing remark upoen each, when, finding tie party sufficiently
interested, she drew back unobserved. ‘The cirelo closing afier
her, she escaped into another apartment, whererefreshments wero !
already prepared, and after swallowing an unusual quantity of

pasr.

Not bing after this cvenmg, Sir James Motnford left home, as
hiad been expected, to cnpoy hus favonnte amusement of grousc.
shooting m the north of i)nglnnd ; and or the very day of his
depurture, Lady Murnford had a fong interview with My, Bond
und tus partner.  As Fredenick had predicied, Mr. West dechned
taking uny part in her scheme, without the consent of Sir James,
he cven went o far as to speak of danger, though neither of the
doctons thought of dissuading her entircly from the operation.  So
far from that, Mr. Bond was ratlicr anxious it should be perform-
cd, partly from personal regard, for i knew that she must other-
wige fall & victum o her malady ; and partly from the confidenco
he felt in Ius own skill, and the hope he enlertained thut a suc-
cuessful vperation would be the means of restoring in some measute
the reputation he was so much i danger of loging. He knew



