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grace of God as a prolection, whilst they thomsclves wero desp in
ing that grace which has been promised to usin the way of duty,
but nevor promised to us whilst placing ourselves in the way of
temptation. When « disposition to obey the command of Christ,
and proach the gospel to every creature, gnd a willingness to fulfil
¢ha purpose of God in thisrcepect has been manifested, God has fur.
niehod his peoplo witls the means of carrying cul ithis disposition.
Thus has wealth been given, but that wealth has been cxpended
In suining the souls and bodies of those to whom it has been given,
instead of being applied to the purpose for which it was intended.
Buch has been the cxpendituro in this way, that our own nation
cxpends in the cost of drunkenncss, which cannot possibly have
benefitted any person in the slightest degree, and must havo injur~
-ed and ruined many, as much weulth as would support a sufficicnt
number of missionaries to mpp!’y the whole heathen world.—
{700,000,) The bounties of God's providence have been liberaily
supMNed to us. Thess we have turned into poisons, which we
have called guod creatures of God ; snd thus we havo deliberate-
1y charged God with the evils which our own wiekedness and
perversity have produced.

What can we expect in such a state of things as this7 Is it not
{Micah i, 2.) * Thoy covet fields, and take them by violence;
sad houscs, and take them away;” and (iii, 10, 11} * They
build up Zioo with blood, and Jerusalom with iniquity. The
Leagds thereof judgo tor reward, and the priests thercof teach for
fire, and the prophets thereof divine for muney; yet will they
fean upon the Lord, and say: Is not the Lord amang us? none
evil can coms upon us? Even while they have been enriching
themselves with the ungodly gains which they have wrung from
the helpless poor, the widow, and the fatherless--those who Jive
py ecliing, souls to Satan, for £3v less than Judas sold Christ, yet
profess to lean upon the Lord. May we not therefore
gxpect that the heaven ‘over our head should be brass, the earth
be iron, and tho rain of the land powder and dust, that the influ.
ences of the spirit should be restrained, and spiritual barrenncss

. shopld gverspread the church ef God. Now, why ie this, is it
because Gpd is unwilling to grant his spirit, or that he does not
delight in blessing hjis people 7 Observe what ho says in the sc.
venth verse, ¢ Is tho spirit of the Lord straitened 7 Are these his
doings 7 This state of things gomes not from him, but from our-
pelves. This stato of things is polluted, and the professing people
of God must arieo and depart from it, lest it destroy them.—
Part of the church huvc‘accn the evil, and are arising to put it
away. It has been ghewn that the common drinking usages of
pocicty have been causing all the evil; that these are injurious to
health, and unfit the mind of man for ajl dutics, but capecially
for the duties of rcligion. it bas also been shewn that theso cus,
joms are contrary to christian charity, the foundation of all our
mutual dutics, and that the keeping up of thesc customns is injur.
ing the cause of Chyist in the world. Exertions have therefore
been put forth by those who have spen the greatngs of this erying
evil, Wo might at first sight suppoec that these cxerlions would
by vigoronaly supported, but in practice, we find that so far from
this, they ato strongly opposed.  This leads us to consider:

I The character of the prophots mentioned in the text. *If
& man, &c., in the margin, ¢ If a man walk with the wind and
lio fadscly,’ &e. Such is the ojges who maintain the practices
which wo have been copsidering. “Many, afier all the light
which has shone upon this matter, still atterapt to dofend the pro.
priety df christians conforming to the world in this particular,—
Some have attempted to do go fram the Bible, and have cndea-
youred 8o to distort ifs pure and holy precepts, as to meko them
speak fayotably.of their revels; but this bas beon & vain attempt,
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and such prophets as theee havo shewn, that they were of the
claes doscribed in the text.  To such a degree are theso customs
interwoven in society, that those who altempt to deferd them, are
listened to and delighted in, as prophets whoso views of peace aro
very acceptablo to such christinng as have not moral courage
and principle sufficient to lead them to break through customs
whicl: have becn shawn to ba jmmornl, because these customs
Iiave been long in use, arc interwoven into all the concesns of lifo,‘
and are yery dear to thore who have long practiecd them.  Butis
this like cutting off & right hand, or plucking out a right eye when
thess becoma causes of stumbling or offence 7 Yet many will at.
tempt to keep up these gustoms, and prophesy of wino and strong
drink, walking with the wind, Such may expeet when they thus
sow the wind, that they shall reap the whitlwind. When all at.
tempts to maintain these customs by argument have failed, re.
courso has boen had to reviling-those who opposo thexe custorns,
but still in vain for preventing the progress of truth, Al thesq
attempts in the way in which they arc made, aro proofs of the
fulsc foundation upon which these objections rest, and which can.
not stand the test of the light,

1. Tnquiro why those who mupport the drinking usages meet
with so much favor and encouragement.  Such persons do receive
much support even from professing christians themsclves, This
arises from the desire of having smooth things spoken, and those
persons who will not opposc vice, bat will cry peace, peace, will
meet with most favor. Christians, and cspecially christian minis.
ters, ave set up like the prophet of old as watchmen, God says to
them, “I have made thee a watchman to the house of Isracls
therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning
from me.* This warning must be delivered cven when disagres.
able to those to whom it is addresscd. Although men may bo an.
gry with the servants of God for telling them the truth, they must
not on that account hesitute to declare the whols counsel of Giod.
Those prophiets will be the most aceepteble who speak rinooth
things, and thus act like those in ancient times, of whom Gq}
sayy, “Thay have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people
slightly, saying, peace, peaco, when there is no peace.” Many
build themnselves up in this eonformity to the warld, erying peace
to themselyes, a peace which the word of God docs not sanc.
4jon,

While the light of the word of God and of reasen has been
brought to bear upon these practices, and they have been shown
to be inconsistent with the christian character, the conseguens
duty of christians both to abstain from thom and to testify against
them, has been becoming constantly elearcr, hence the reason
why those who aftempt to keep up these practices, so mush
dislike the discussion of tho subject. They are too dearte bo
given up, and thereforo they will not question them.—This is
a proof that they cannot stand tho teat of the light of argument
and the word of God. The attempts of the church in our
days to fsco hersclf from this cvil and to put it down, are charged
as heresy. So has every attempt at reformation been charged,
becausc every such attempt must interfero with darhing practices
which men arc¢ unwilling to give up. When the aposties them
sclves were going abont proclaiming the gospel of peace, they
were spoken of as disturbers of the peace; as tutbulent angd sedi-
tious persons, ringleaders of factions, and turning the world up.
side down. In the samc manner aro those treated sver sinco,
who have exerted themsclves in promoting reforsmation. But this
need not deter us from urging on the werk of reformation, and
freeing the church of God from this cnormous evil which presscs
upen her.  We may say in this matter as tho apostle Paul mid,
when charged with heresy, * This I eonfees, that after the wey
which they call hegesy, to worship 1 the God of my fathers®




