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grâce of Godi ae a protection, whiint ibcy themsolves wcro desp le-
ing tbat grace whiei lins bctn promkdeto us un the way of duty,
but noyer premnied te us witf piaciuig ourselves in the way ef
taniptatie». Wlien >idisposition te obey thc commnnd of Christ,
anti pronci te gospel te evcry creabure, qnti a wiliiztgncssi te fiifi
the purpose ef Getd ini tiis respect lias bcf-n nianifestoti, Got ihn fur-
aislitd bis people wibh the nivan. ef carxying eut iis dispsition.
Thn bas wcalth bec» given, but tbat wcaltli lias bc»n expentiet
in ruining te seuls anti bodies et tlsese to whem; itlibas lie»n given,
insteati of being appiieti te t116 purpose for wbich il was intendeti.
Su.ch has bec» lte expendituro in tii way, tîmat aur ewn nation
cipent in t»he cent ef tirunkennons, whioi cannot possibiy bave
bencfhtted any perse» in te sliitast degrec, anti muat bave injor-
eti anti ruinci nmany, as ;nucit wcaiti un weulti support a suffloient
aumber et misionaries te suppy te whoio beathen wrld.-
Ç700 000.) Tiic bemînties tfiod'a providence have becniibc-raily
mnpjid Ie us. These we have turnet irito poisons, whiohi wc
have calieti gwet ereatures et Godi; anti timon we bave deliherate-
.Jy citargeti Qed vith te ais witicit our own wiekudncs» anti
*prtrrity bave producti.

'Wiat ca» we expeol in sucit a stabe ef tbings as titis? s liL not
bMicah ii. 2.) IlThoy covet fieldis, anti take zlient by violence;

&nti bouses, anti take ltem away g, anti (iii. 10, 11.) Il Titcy
biuilti up Zion with blooti, anti Jerusaloni witb iniquîty. The
keasa~ tbcreutjudge mor reward, anti te priests tiereeftbeach fer
bure, anti te prepitets thereef divine for moncy; jet wilI titoy
Jean upon te Lrti, anti say: I.l net te L'trd anxing uns? none
evit eati cemo upen uns.» Even wlîile titcy have lie»n enirieiing
theniselves wibh thte 'ungodiy gains whieh they bave wrung frori
lte belpies peer, tbc witiow, anti te fatliîcress--tiione wite )ive
f>y eiiimmg, seuls te Satan, for f4v leus than Judas soîti Christ, jet
protes. te ican upon te Lord. May we net theretore
tipeet tiat, tbhe aven'ever eur tead nitoulti le brass, lte carbt
lie ire», andti titai» ot tite landi pewder and dont, titat tbc influ.
onces eft Lie spirit sbould bic restraineti, anti spiritual barrenness
stepii oversprcad te chureit ef Cod. Now, whîy is titis, is ib
Jeçauwc Gp,4 in unwilling tg grant bis spirit, or titat hae dees nuL
dciight in blesuiag 4J people?1 Observe wbat lic says in te se.
ventit verse. In lte spirit et thte Lord straibceti Are these bis
deingil1" Thtis etate et tiîings pomes net front hm, but front our.
paires. This sita et things is polioteti, anti blite protessiitg people
etCo Geiust arie anti depart fromt il, lest il ticstroy titem.-
Part et Lits citurei bave accu te svil, anti are arising te put it
away. IL bas bec» *ecwn Ibat te conme» drinking usages et
poeicty have bec» causing ail ttc cvil; tat ilie, qre iîijurieus te
Jieaiti, anti uitthIe mnd et mn for ai duties, but capccially

for te duties et religion. iL bas aise bee» sitewn titat tene cu.
Lqm arc centraiy te citristian cbariby, te foundlatîi ofe ail aur
inutual duties, anti timat the lkeeping up or titoe custoins is injur.
ing the cause ef Çi.krist in te werlti. IExertions bave therefore
&ie» put fortil6y those Who have s$Pen te greatn'eD at titis crying
cvii. WCa migitt at firet sigbb suppose tai ltent excitions wouid
4i i'igeroutsiy supperLed, but ini practice, we finti that a0 fat froin

ýw8 thcy arc ottengiy opposet. Thtis lcads us te consitier i

Il. Mie etaracter oi te prephets inentioneti in bte tuti. 4 If
a mati,' &c., in tite margin, 4'If a mn -vlk witit the wind anti
lie fs"sly,' &c. Suei in te eJ9.s whu maintaîn thte practices
witich we bave been considcring. -Many, after ail thc lighit
,which hau stenc upon this inatter, etil mttcmpt te tictenti the pro.
priety Ut citristiaus cneferning te the werld in> titis paricular.-
,%ams have attenipteti te do "r tmmm Lbe Bible, andi have endea.
youred s» te diat>xt Js pure andi ioly prcceptu, as t te theçollcn
ppeak k =yoi!yC*hir ruevelo ; but. bs ane a vgtia aiteinpt,

toi

andi auth prophets as the«e bave shewn, ia iiîey were et the
clas de-scribeti én the text. To suc> a tiegre are ibeso custemns
interwevcn in seciety, that thue Who attenipt te deed them, are
listeneti te andi dclighited in, as prephets whese views of peate ame
vcry acceptable te such christiano as have net moral courace
andi principle sufficicl)t te Icati thera te break through customs

Iiiel- liave bee': n mw te bo immoeral, because these customis
have bec» long in ute, are interwecn into ail lte concerne of life,
andi are vcry tienr te those Who have long practiacti theni. But iu
titis like cuttiug off a riglit bandi, or plucking out a right eyc wbcn
thes becormo causes ef atunibling or offience? T et znany wiIl ai.
tcmpt te kccp up these customs, andi prophcsty of winc andi strong
drink, wallcing with te winti. Sucit may expeet when they thus
sow the wind, that they shalh rcap the whirlwinti. When ail at.
tenipte te niaintaira those custoe by argument have faileti, xe.
course bas be» had te revilinglitese who oppose these ettoe,
but stili in vain for prevcnting thme progrcss of trutb. Ail thcsq
attempts ini the wey in> which tbey are made, are prools ofthlIe
faine feundation upen wbicli these objections rest, andi which can.
net stand te test of te lighlt.

111. Itiquiro why thoaec wio su.pport the drinking nages ineet
witli se muei favor andi encouragement. Suclipersons do reecire
mucit support cire» frein prefessing christians thieniselves. This
arises from te tiesireofe having imootit tbings r-pokcn, andi those
persona who wili net opposý vice, but will cry picaee, peace, wiii
mecet with mont favor. Christians, andi especialiy chrisin minis.
ters, are set up like the prophet of old as watchîmen, Codi sayn te
theni, I have nmatie thec a watchman to thc heuseof et Iel z
therofore hear the word at rny mout, andi give tlmem warning
froin me."1 Titis warning muat.bo delivereti cire» when disagrea.
able te those te wborn it is atidresseti. Aiihough mnen znay bic an.
gry wîth lite servants ef Cod for tclling bbc»> the trutit, thcy inuai
net on that accotint besaittate te declare the wholu counsci of Geoi.
Thoge propimets wili bc the mnet accepteble whe speak t.noeth
things, anti thus act lika tiie in ancient imes, ef wbeu GooI
sa, 98They bave liealeti the hurt of bhe daugiter ef mny people
aliglily, saying', peace, pence, wlien thore its ne vecace." Mwam>
builti thcrMscives up in this conformity te bte wvorld, erying paet
te, theMseIvos, a peace which thc word ef Ged dom net sana..
',*;n.

Whilo tho liglit of the word ef Goti andi of recon bas beon
breurrht te beur upen these practice, and îhey bava"lie»n sitowr
te bc inconsistant with Lime chrimian character, te conscquent
duby et christiaus bobh to aletain front tem andi te testify against
tbem, bas bie» bccoming censtantiy cicarer, hience thc teaisan
wity those wio atteznlpb te keep up timese practicost, se mut-h
dislikc bte discussion ot te subjeot. Thcy are tee, doar te lie
given up, anti theretoro thcy wilt net question titem.-This in
a preet tIret titcy ominet stand Lime test of the light ot argument
andti bb word ef Godi. Th'le abtempts ef te cimuroit in our
tinys te fpee bersef frein thiar cvil andi te put iL dewn, are elmargeni
as hercsy. Se bas cvery attempt at rcfermation lice» chargeti,
because evcry sueit attempt miust interfere with tiarlng practiecc0
which men are unwilling te give up. Whom lte apesties then
selves were geing about preelaimingý the gospel ef peate, thty
were speken et as disturliers ef the peace; ai turbulent and "edi_.
Lieus Persons, ringlcaders of factions, andi turning the werld ap.

ie down. la the saine manner are those treateti crer ince,
Whp have exerbed thienelve in premeting retennation. But Ibis
neeti net doter us frein urging on te work er refexrrmaion, andi
frceing te churcit ef Goai freont titis enormeuse cvii which pra.cs
upe» lier. We mnay say in Ibis maLter as tbe apostie ]Pau) nid*
witen charged wibb iereny, &4itis 1 confem, that aftcr tho wnty
wluch te 7 Cali beetyl e wersbîp i the G<Qd of My hihera?'


