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of socety. Na man ena be truly said t te tuli
friend of 'tfli people' wliilc iniiînicai, or even indif-
ferent, ta tlic causc of nationaîl godlinc~. Nations,
once mast illustrious, have deciincd, and pc.'islicd froîin
their exaltcd station, wltcn public virtue disippcarcd,
wliichîneyer long survives the destruction of private
Principle. *Wliat signify alterations ilsftic forai of
political institutions, wlîich nxaty seni to consider flic
only tests of patriotisîn, if tliat influence Le aeglectcd,
wlieh can alone prevcnt flic niachinery tinus cected
from being applied ta fltc purposes of general and ex-
teive itijury 1

But, elearly as we might slîcw thc connectian be-
tween religion and polities, from. t neaxly universal
consent of mankind, the dîctates of sound reason ana
theo principles of social expedicncy, if is flot an these
we wish ta reat the chief support of aur argument.
The aecessity cf heving aur polieis in sulbjection ta
our religion, is distinctly asserted in the doctrines of
revelation. There, the Deity asserts hîs riglît ta go-
verts the nations oftlic wvorld, deelares liis detennînation
to puaishL disobiedicace tai Iiis will by the influctian of
national judgnas, and solemnly assures kingdloms,
tîitisuelu evils cen bc avcrtcd aniy Ly turn ing in truc
repentance fromn what lias caused these tokeas of lus
anger. A brief sumauary or the political duty, en-
aeted by thc Iiiglicst auîlîority, înay Le found in these
words, spoken by Jeremiali, xviii. 7-10. 1 At wvlat
instant 1 shall spcak conccrîîing a nation, and con-
cerning a kingdom, te pluck up, and ta pull down, and
ta dcstroy it, if that flnain against %liom 1 have pro.
noutnced, tuni from tieir cvii, 1 wiIl repent of thc cvil
tuait I thoughlt ta do unto, tlîcm. Aîîd at wvhiat instant
1 shall spcak conccrniin.- a nation ta hnil and ta plant
il, if it do evil ine my siglut, that ît obcy izot wiy voite.
then I wilI repent of the good wlîerewith I said 1
wauld benefit titei.' Cati any man receive tliese
words as thc declaration. of the uaeiuaagiuxg God re-
garding the principles of lis governixent over king-
dams of the warld, aîid tluen maintain flint religion lias
notliing ta do witlu politics 1 F or wha; aire polities,
but the principles on wlîich. the aetinga, of nations pro-
eeed 1I And if uliase bc in oppasition ,ta tue divine
wili, wbat Leliever in the doctrines of revelation eau
anticipate any resuit from actings tîtus directcd, but
national ruin 1 Evcry consistently religlous mxan,
wliethier consniltiîg the welfarc of 'tfli people,' or the
luonor of religion, is loudiy eallcd on ta do lus utrnasu,
that the polities an wlîicilic ue gislation cf h'is coun-
try praceedsbc agrecable ta te iiiiiad will of im,
whuose bîand unscen directs thc destinies af nia-
tiens.

Many, who, admit entirely tlue genceral principle wc
have been laying down, feel duerrtd frot asscerttung it
in thte face of %vorid, by tîteir drcad of cncouiiucring
tlic arguments brouglît agaiust if fromn the tdeninbke
luypocrisy of niany, -wlo haeused the sacrcd ninme
of religion onhy ta advancc tlîeir owtî iiîterested pur-

poses. But is thcrc any reason for titis fcar 1 lias
tiot tlic insinccrity of înany profcssing Christians led
tîtbelievers ta stigmatize, as hypocrisy, evcry profes-

sion of carnest %cil rcgarding religion 'i And oulit
truc Clîrîstians ta e bcdctcrred on tlint account, front
publiciy avowing tieir attachment ta him, whose they
-ire and whomn thcy serve 1 If is nlot ta be denied,
iliat înany have cndcavored to enlist religion en ono
sidc of politicwhhal no real concera for tlint whichi
tiîey oniy eall ta their aid in tlic scason of extrcmity.
But should tlint prevent ailiers from apposing every
systecm of politics, whiel tiîey believe ta bc opposed ta
the Bible 1 And ouglit tlicy ta be nshained of avow-
in-g tlint thc reason of ticir apposition is drawn, nlot
front thecir adlîerciice ta atîy of the shifting parties of
titis world, but froî.î their zeal for the authority of
God, whlicli no country can long forget with impunity?
Men are flot ashnmed ta avaw tîlcir connection witlî
thoso wvho are recagnized as flic leaders of the se-
veral parties of ilicir day ; and is it flot inost dis.
graceful for in to profcss ta believe tlic Seriptures of
trutlî, aîid yet ta fear ta bc ranked as supporters of
thic principles of legisiation, wlielî arc there held
forth 1

Blut, when wc contend for tue canneetion of reli-
gion witlî polities, wc do nît men, by religion, that
abstraction wlîicl may bc any th.ing or aotiting, but
that precise systein of trutz wliici is set forth, in the
holy Seriptures. And, ta be stiil more partieular, wc
hold religion ta bc flot ana or other of flic various cor-
rutipions of tlîis system, wlîicl tua waywardncss of
tic human mîind lias produced ; but thnt doctrine,
wliich flic fathers of the lieformation nsserted, wlîen
tliey raiscdl the standard of Pratestantisin against tlîc
inonstrous apostaey of Rome. Thtis is tue religion
wlîicli was jtîterwoven witi the wlîolc fabric of tie
Britisii Conîstitution, at tlic niemorable Revolutian, anti
wlicli lias sccured ta Britain marc internai peace and
outvard praspcrity, than ever was enjoyed .by any
eountry. The saie arguments wlîicit lead us ta be-
lieve, tîtat tliere is but anc book which contaîns the re-
vealeui %vill of God, Icad us tocanclude, lîowever much
%vc îay be opposed tae cnock libcrality of tue day,
iliat tItis revelatioti cannat have twa meaniîîgs essenti-
alIy opposed ta ccl otîter. Could wc but persuade
in ta malte titis truc religion, for the preservatian ot
wlîiclt aur fathers were more anxiaus titan for lic
maintaining of all their ailier privilcgcs, thc rulc ta
direct their political exertions, the result wauld be
quite the reverse of wltat ili informcd persans antici-
paie as tlie inevitable effect of religiaus .controversy.

Religion points out ta politicians the great rule by
wlkicli legislation auglît ta bc directcd, and at the sanie
limec prescribes thc temper and weapons, by wlîich the
cause of truth ouglit ta e bcîiintained in ftic warid.
Men, na doubt, have maintained wlîat îlîcy tcrmed re-
ligious coîitroversy, iii utter ncglcect of tlie temlper ard
spirit prcscribed by truc religion ; but tItis auiglit


