
1U. P. RIUR01iH UeSTOItY. 296

as King in Zion, that the peculiarities of' the Rtelief' Church'proerly consisted.
À. clearor distinction wfls now boginning te' ho discerned between the ICingdrM
of Christ and the kingdonis of the world than formerly, and they set Up their
denoininatioa in the acknowledgrment thereof. They hold that the Kingdom
of Christ wus two-fold-ossontiai and inediaterial! lis essential, lingdom is
111e by nature, as the Son of God, and oqually belongs to Ilim with the Father
and Spirit. Thjis Kingdoni ie equally thon natural righit and proporty ef God,
tho Father, Son, and Ileiy Ghotit, as the powerful Creator, Preserver, allwîse,
and I]iUghteous Governor of tho universo. Clirist's essentiallKingdomn is ofvast
extent; it extende to the whole universe et' thicgs, and commande every thing
that bath being; universal nature i8 suilject te fis control, and is disposed of
by fiim, according te is pleasure. Ail ocaturos, animate and inanimate,
material and iînmaterial, througli the wide extont et' creation, are the subjeots
of' is governnxent.

"lBesidos Ilis essential Kingon as the Son eof God, as; IMMANUEL, or God
and man in one porsoa-IIe is invosted witIî a delegated power and authoràt
bv the Father, for carrying into execution fis mediatorial administration, til
fie p rosent ail fis redeemcd people faultless and spotlest * fore the Throne
eof G ed. The universal kingdom of Providence and et' Grace, is, in the cha-
racter eof Mediator, committed te Iim. lus Miediatorial Kingdom, however,
is more especiaily confinod te the Churcli. flore ho rule.i ia the perfection ef'
wisdem, clomency, and grace. As fie is the author et' tiie irst creation, and
universal Governor, as God; se as iMtediator, by spocial donation, Hoe is placed
at the hecad eof the ncw creation; being made KCing in Zion, and hcad orer al
thinge unte the Church. fIe is hier hed eof government, as by is mediatorial
power, lie gives lier an entire systen eof laws, suited te every etate eof hier
being. fie is lier hcad eof vital influence, as lie cemmunicates out eof fis ewn
exhaustiess fuinese, the quickeniiig,, sanctifying, comt'orting, and establishing»L
influences of Ris Grace.

The truthis et' the Gospel will make their way la the world, by their own
internal. beauty, excellence, and importance, and the enorgy of' the Spirit eof
Grace attending thern, without tho absurd, irratienal, and heterogeneous power
et' the sword, weuid mon enly leara the wisdeui te suifer the Kingdom eof
Christ te romnain distinct from the worldly kinjedoms, and fight its battios by
weapons that are net carnai, but spiritual, like itself. This Cliurch-eState;
or estabEslhment eof religion, which ie constittuted by human atushority, or
which. cannot live wçithout it, is net frein Christ, it is net hie Kingdoi.., nom
hias the lcast connection with it. It 18 only a worldly kingdomn or politicai
constitution, framed and established by Chumelih and State peliticians, which,
Messiah the Prince will nover acknewledgo for fis Kingdom; for Jus King-
doni fie lias established flimeîf' te stand tlirough~ ail ages, and has net left it
te ho framed and censtîtuted by States or Churches.

"lNons have a right te usurp dominion ever the faith and consciences of
nien. The inspimed Apostles themselves ciaimed ne such poeor ovor chrîstians
in their day. Theso venemable, holy mon, inculcated the righits et' consciene-
and private judgmont in their excellent writings, and sacrcdly observed them
in their practice. To commit depredations on the righits et' conscience was
Ieft te the prtended vicar of Christ, and tiioso succeoding ages et' dospotism,
%Yhich have disgraced the annals et' the Clîurch, and stained them, with bar- -
barity, carnage, and blood; but in the primitiyo apostolic, ago, tliey wero
unknown in the Churcli itsoif, whatever injuries se sustained frein other
quarters.

"lThe civil magistrato lias ne more right te dictate a rligieus creed te his
subjects, than tlsey have a right te dictate a religieus creed ta, hlm. By being
placed at the head et' the state, to gIve law te the subjecta of the state, hoe je
net thcref'ore placed at the head et' the Church, te give- law te the body of
Christ. If ever ho assumes this eliamacter and power, ho, transgresses the just
limit.s et' bis authomity, which is civil, net religions, iavades.the dominions eof


