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OUR OPPORTUNITY IN CHINA.

BY REV. JAMES SIMESTER,

Met1iodist~ Effi.copfti Mission. Foochow, China.

ELINA is the centre of the
world's tlioughit to-day.Ç Capitalists, inerchants,
statesmen, and war-
riors are ail looking to
that land as beingr of
vital importance to
their various interests.
]lailroads and mining,
buiying and selling,
diploinacy andl war-
ships, scem. to have the

righit of way just now.
W'liat interest bias the Christian

Churcli in China, and what should
be our attitude at this crucial mio-
ment? In addition to the command
to go into ail the world, the Churcll
has obligyations in this land -which
must be met. Truc progrcss resuits
only when Christ leads. China
muay be covered with, railroads,
honeycoxnbed, with mines, the great-
est commercial couxitry in the world,
withi a government as good as any,
yet without Christ these blessings
would prove a curse. Twentieth-
century civilization is the resuit of
Christianity. To grive the resuits
without the cause would be unna-
tural, and. therefore, unprofitable.
In advance of Western learning,
imuprovemnents, and inventions, must
go the Gospel.

The achievemnents of Christian
missions in the past makze the obli-
gDation stili more binding. Experi-
ence lias shown that the Chinese
can be saved. One hiundred and
twenty-:five thousand. baptized Pro-
testant Christians, witha as xnany
more probationers or inquirers, at-
test the success of past efforts. The
Ioyalty of the native Christians dur-
ingr the Boxer uprising of 1900
attests the thoroughness of the work

donc. Schools of every grade have
been established, and have cvery-
wliere surpassed the expectations
of the most optimistie. Printing-
presses are payingr their own way,
and hospitals arc everywhicre a wel-
conmed hlessing in a land Nyhere dis-
case is columnon and the art of heal-
ing practicafly unknow~n.

But every converted Chinese
ineans hiaif a, dozen awakened, and
every churcli built mneans several
new fields opened. Thle schools
have awakened a more greneral and
more intense desire for learningr,
and, the presses bave created, a de-
sire for literature impossible to
estimiate.

1. Four hundred. and six millions
of people open to the Gospel. Ten
vears ago there vec nine hiundred
walled cities of China the mission-
lary iras forbidden to, enter, and in
five whole provinces nliissionary
ivork iras practically unknown.
Now the missionaries have entered
every province, and the gates of
cvcry walled city swing open to the
mlessengers of God.

This vast population is practi-
cally a unit. There is no 1North
and Southi in Cinia,, no race prob-
lecm or interxningling, of different
nationalities. The Chinese, whether
found in Pekzin. or Canton, in Ki-

ansuorS-Cuaare fundament-
lly hiomiogeneous-. Intellectually

and morally the Chinese are the
best p)eople in the beathien world.
The nissionary of the Cross may go
anywhere amiong this people, great
in numbers, in attainnients, and in
possibilities, and delîver biis mes-
sagre unopposed.

2. Two hundred, and fifty thou-
sand people who mnight be reached


