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the careful iemembrance of the Sabbath, which, as the Israclites know, alrealy eaisted.
Now the use to make of this illustration in connection with the teat and the particular

oint at present before us is just this: The commandment enjoining the observance
of the Sabbath is part of the moral law of God. The fundamental reason of its pro-
malgation is the possession of a moral nature by thuse to whom it is addressed. But
this nature is common to all men. It was the nature of Adais and 1t is the nature of
all his posterity. Thercfore this particular commandinent must be intended to pre-
serve and promute the design which Goud bad in view in the institution of the Sabbath
the very next day after the first man was made, nauely, the establisking of an ordi-
nance adapted to tho nature and necessities of man as a moral beirg.

With regard to the fact that 2 number of ceremonial appointments peculiar to the
Mosaic dispensation were assuciated with the obscrvan. e of the Sabbath, aud that this
day served a variety of temporary purposes in the Hebrew commonwealth, this is to
be admitted ; but surely it ought not to form any difficulty in the discussion of the
&xcsx,:'-n or in the aduption of the views we bave been propounding. The truth is

at “hese appuintments were of a typical character casily distinguishable from what-
ever pertains essentially and permanently to the Sabbath.  They arc abrogated becauss
they are no lonzer of any use. The better things which they fureshaduwed have been
revealed. The rest, which they prefigured, buth as to the subtauce of it in the bless-
ings of the new covenant, aud as to thesign of it in the Szbbath, remnaineth fur the
people of God. But divested of these, as of an old norn out dress, the day itself upon
which they were grafied for a seasun, a sabbatical seventh day, survives according to
the original desigy, to bless and benefit maukind, by furnishing them with means and
opportunities for moral improvement, by atfurling eujosments and priviieges pecaliar
toit-elf, Ly reviving the associations of the past and strengthening tue auticipation of
a glorious future of endless sabbatism —evermore Gud's Wittuss as at the first that it
was made for man, because of man, for the good of man.

But finally, as illustrating the doctrine of our Lord respecting the dJesizn of this
ordinance, the manner in whickh God constituted the seventh day a Sabbath is most
sirmificant and pertivent.  That day dawned upun the wotk of creation all finished
according to the Almighty Maker's perfect plan, and it 1s recurded that he rested
thereon from ail his work which he had made. This is true in point of fact: for the
cbrious interpretation is that this particular kind and part of his work being completed,
be ceased from duing any more. Absolutely, however, it is nut true; fur as God is
gever weary and needs to rest, it would be wrong to suy he did no work of any kind.
The new-made world as well as the whole boundless universe, in which it is Lut a
little speck, required the constant exercise of his superintendit.g wisdom and preserving
power. aud from this work he did not desist.  The meaning therefure is, he Jiscounti-
nued one description of work, no longer necessry, but stupped not any of these cease-
less operations, by which he marifests himsclf a presiding Deity (very day and every
moment. This is an essential part of the constitntion of the Sablath, and i1t is & proof
that it was made for man. Uulike God, man needs rest. and the Sablathisthe divinely-
appointed provision for this necessity.  Bat it is a provision, the true use and cnjoy-
ment of wh.ch are as mach dependent upun the nature as upon the existence of the
accommodation granted. Man is a complex creature.  The counstitation of his being
consists of several parts, and is sulject to a variety of wants. In a properly appor-
tivned attention to these, his duty and happiness chicfly Liee His bodily appetites
dea  satisfac.ivn, and cannot be neglected with impunits.  To satisfy tucir crasings,
be m.... eagage moure or less in secular employments.  Bat his spisita: * accessitics are
even more urgent and certinly far more wordy of regard.  Now the Creator’s ex-
ample in resting upon the first made Sabbath is our safest guide in respect to these
mstters.  God rested by ceasing one kind of work and continuig anvther.  Sov ought
w6 t¢ rest from all worldly pursnit, bat only that we marg engase mute vigutously
with our whoie soul, in those religious daties and services by which our spiritaal
nature is devcloped and matured. What we need, and what is ¢ver found to be the
bes. thing for ns, is not an entire cessation but a change of work. The great first
work of glorifying God, our Maker, is one which we should ncter cease from day to
day ; bat forasmuch as we are in constant danger of being carried away, oppressed,
and ruined by the coarse cares of life and an exassive attachmernt to malerial objects,
we have been gracivasly furnished with a Sabbath whose regular rclum arrests our
bodily t.i, and affurds must precioas and salutary opportanities fur directing our minds



