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At the commencemeni of the present
year, we stated the position of our journal
in very plain language. We were then sur-
rounded with ¢ doubts, difficulties, and
debts "—in doubt as to the propriety of
continuing to carry on the paper at all;
in difficulty as to the mode of conducting
it; and in debt without any means to pay
it.

It is now our agreeable duty to inform
our readers that this state of matters has
changed, and our success during the year
which is now closing has removed any
doubt as to the propriety of our continuing
to publish the journal. The kind assistance
of mavy warm fricods of the Church, in
coming to our aid with original articles,
and attending to the business details, which
require so. much care and watching,
greatly lessened the difficulty of conduct-
ing the magazine; while the liberality of
our subscribers has not only paid off the
large debt which we owed at the com-
mencement of the year, with all the cur-
rent expenditure, but has actually left us
with & balance of money in hand to begin
a new year. This is a state of matters so
novel as to cause us some little surprise.
We never have been in such a good posi-
tion during all the fiftcen years we have
conducted the Presbytertan. We do not
care to enquire too curiously into the
causc of this snccess. We are satisfied
with the fact. Oar modesty prevents us
from ascribing it all to our own good ma-
nagement, and we most willingly give the
whole merit to our talented contributors.

We have done our best to give to every
subscriber good valuc for his subscription.
The Journal has been improved in foym
and increascd in size; original articles of
sterling ment have been sought for and
obtained ; and great care has been exer
cised in making sclections not only suitablc
but interesting.

We issned, without any extra charge to
our subscribers, vut at considerable expense

to ourselves, one double number; we
opened our columns freely for the dis-
cussion of subjects which, in our judgment,
affected the imterests of the Church and
people, and allowed our readers with per-
fect fairness to sce both sides of a question.
We are advocates for free discussion;
and we believe that the more all subjects
connected with the Church are brought
before the people and thoroughly ventilat-
cd, the better it wtll be both for the peo-
ple and the Church. 'We shall never be a
party to assist in the stifling of a free,
‘open, unfetiered interchange of opinion
between all parties in the Church, no mat-
ter how much they may differ from each
other; nor shall we ever withhold from
the people the most ample information re-
garding the rights, privileges and duties of
the Great Presbyterian Body in this coun-
try.

If in the exercise of our duties we have
ever given .ause of offence to any of our
readers, ~e are unfeignedly sorry: we
have never iutentionally wounded the
feelings of any one. Of course, we have
our opinions on the leading questions
of the dav; and these opinions we have
sometimes briefly but firmly expressed, as
we have an undoubted right to do. But
our readers will bear us out when we say
that we have occupied but a small space
in the Journal with our Editorial remarks,
and have always cndeavoured to state our
views calmly and courteously. If we can-
not conscientiously say as much for the
articles of some of those who have written
against our views and convictions, either
in regard to their length or their spirit and
mauner—the fault does not lie with us.

Encouraged by the success of the past
year we shall go on with the magaz.ne;
and we prowmise for the year to com: cou-
siderable improvement in different wans.
We have determined to print it upon a
better quality of paper, to have in every
namnber a greater variety of o ziual ar-



