Jesus aaid to ins disoiples.
thatlam?

Simon Peter answered and said +
she Son of the living God.

And Jesus answering, sad to him :
Axp I saY 7O THER : THAT THOU aAnT PETER;

uroN Tilis Rock 1 wiLl puiLd MY ChHuncl, aND
GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT,

Aap I suary cive to THEE riz Kevs or Tz Kine-
And whats.aver thou shalt bind |
upen earth, it shal} be bound slsoinheaven : and what- -
sogver thou shalt loose on carth shall be loosed also 1n

DOM OF HEAVEN,

Whom do yau say i
Thou art Christ

Blessed arnt
thou Simon Bar-Jona * becauso flesh and blood hath
not rovealed it to thee, butiny father who s in heaven.

AND
THE

- Was anything concealed from Prrer, who was
styled the Rocx on which the Church was bult. whoe
received the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and the
power of looging and binding in Heaveu and on earth?”
—TrrTuLLiax Prescup xxn.

* There is one Geod, and one Church, andone Cha.:
founded by the voice of the Lord vrox PrTen.

. nay other Altar bo erectad, or a now Priesthood esta-
biished, besides that one Altar, and one Puesthood,
is impossiblo. Whosoever gathers elsewhere, scatiers

Whatever is devised by human frenzy, in violation ot

the Divine Ordinance, 1s adulierous, 1mpious, sacrile-

gious.’'—St. Cyprian Ep. 43 ad plebem.
¢ All of them remaining silent, for the doctrine was
beyond the reach of man, Prrer the Prince of the

Aposties and the supreme herald of tho Church, net

followmg his own inventions, nor
i reasoning, but enhightened by t

That

gorsuadcd by human
e Father, says .

. 3 xvi. 15—10. him: Thou art Christ, and not this alone. but the Son
hoaven. 8. Marthew xvi. 151 : of the hwing God.—St. Cynl of Jerusal. Cat. x1. 1.
VO, 4. BRALIFAX, JUYLY 1, 1848. Neo. 24.
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T T CALENDAR.

Jriy 2-Sunday—IIl aRer Pent Visitation of
B.V M. G Doub com &e

3—Monday—St Paal, 1. P. and Conf.

4—Tuesday—St. Barnabae Apost. G Doub

5V cdnesday—St. Anselm, B. C. and
doctor.

6—Thursday—Octave Day of the Apost.
Doub.

F—Friday—St. Bonedict Xt P. C. Doub.

8—~Saturday—St. Eiizubeth, Queen of

Portugal, Widot.

[
AT
ON THE INVOCATION OF SAINTS AND

ANGELS.
(Continued from our last.)

V.~—From the Charity which animates the Saints.

Chanty 18 a virtue,—a principle of ardent love
towards God, 2ad goodwill 10 men, which un-
<easingly inchines such as are endowed with it, 10
glonify heaven, and 10 do goud towards others.
¢ Chanity never falleth away ;¢ and, consequent-
ly, the saints above who are glowing wuh the
purest—holicst fervour of tlus virtue, must not
only Jove their brethren, whom they have left be-
tuw, as they love themselves ; but alse study
how o procure for them a participation in that
beatific happiness which they themselves arc en-
Jjoying. The only way they can command, of
effectually contributing to realize the desires of
their chanty, is prayer, through which they in-
tercede in our behalf. The man who refuses to
acknowledge, that among the spirits of the bless-
ed, such interest is talicn about mortals, surely
entertains no very exalted opinion concerniag the
intenseness and extent of action belonging to that
celestial charity which animatesthe inhabitants of
heaven ; at the same time that he tacitly, though
necessanly admits, that the wflueace of thus love
of our neighbour, can be, since it has been, exert-
ed 1n 2 more praiseworthy manner, sven by the
damned themselves, than by the blessed spisus
— The nich man died, and was buited i hell |
and addressing humseif to Abraham, he said :
kaier, ! beseech thee, that thou wouldest send
Lazarus to my father’'s house, tor I have five
brethren, that he may tesuly untv them lest tuey
also come unto thus place of torments.t Lhis
ainglo authority from scriplure would warrant
the docile peruser of s sacred conients, 1o pre-
sume that the saints 1n heaven ieel tor the hiving,
quite 25 much chkarnty as any damnned soulin heit
can possibly experience ; and therefore as Dives
tnterceded for hus brethren, so Abraham and La-
Tarus, and all the saints cunttnuaily present thewr
prayers, with unwearnied charty, in behalt of
-every true believer.

Havisg proved that the angels and saints do in-
terest themselves in our behalf by praying for
us, wo will now proceed to esiablish by an ap-
pesl to the sacred valume, that, on our part, 1t is
good and profitabie, suppliantly to invoke ‘he
angels, and the saints ; and 10 have recourse to
dieir prayers and assistance.

V1.——The invocation of Angels proved from Serip-
ure,—f10m the Psalms,—from Genesis,—from
the Apocalypse.

While reading the Psalms, cvery ono must be
struck with those beautiful invocations to the an-
ge's uttered by tho royal prophet. ¢ Bless the
1nord,’ be exclaims, ¢ all yo angels ; you that are
mighty w strength, bless the Lord, all yo s
hosts, yor miaisters of his thatdo s will’}

®3 Cor. C.oxv. V.8,

¥ & Lukr, C. xiv. V. 292,27, 28

1 Psalm. ai. V.20, 21. Pio.estant versioh—
cin. V. 20, 21,

David was awaro that the sun, and moon,, and
otars, and other portiors of inanimate nalure,
could neither heat lus volcaynorchaunt the prhises
of the Crentor, bus he know that the sngohic
spinis were hovering around him, and qapable of
mingling their songs of jubilation with s own ;
fot he assures us that * tho angels of the Lord
shall encamp round abous them that fear him.*
—God hoth given hus angels charge over thee,
to koep thec in all thy ways.t

Just before Jus death, the patriarch Jacob, af-
ter he had called upon God 1n favour of the two
sons of Joseph, Manasses and Ephraim,—thus
invoked an angel's benedicuon uyer them,—
* The angel that delivered me from all eviis, bless
these bovs.’} Jacob consequently addressed: 2
prayer of intercession to an angel.

That the charitable assistance of the angels
may be lawfully requested by the true behever,
18 evident from the words snd example of an
Evangelist.  St. John, in wnting 10 the seven
Churches, greets them m the following manner :
—* Grace be unto you from the seven spirits,
which are before the throne ;'§—a form of be-
nediction which, while it assures us, that we
may have recourse with much profit to the kind
entreaties of the spinis which stand around the
Majesty of heaven, in order to obtain grace, the
spiritual gift of Giod ; at the same ume ex-
hbits an example for our imitativn ; for the
Apostle, by desining that grace migiiy flow fFord
the seven spirits, 2ssuredly invoked them to ob-
tain by their entreatics, such a favour from Him,
befure whose throne they were ; since God only,
is the author and distributor ot grace,
VII—Invacation of Sasints proved from Scripture.

These several extracts from the holy scrip-
tures, that constitute such an immoveable foun-
dation for establishing 1he doctrine of the invo-
cation of angels, are equaliy avajlable as a sold
basis to uphold the invocation of saints.

This is obvious from many other poriivns of
the lioly voluine. Christ humself assures us that
the saints in heaven *are equal to angels, and
are chddren of God.”] Like the apgels, they
receive a power uver the kingdoms of the eanh,
and theur whabianis , for our blessed Redcemer
thus declares .—* He that shall evercome, and
keep my worhs, I w.ll give Liim power over the
nations ,f—and it is observed by St. Paul, that
—* We 2re now through 2 glass in aun obscure
manner , but then, jace 0 face. Now,” says
the Apostle, * Tkaow in part ; but then 1 shall
hnow, even asTam known.'®® Tha langua,c
of St, Jubn 13 sull more remarkable, fur he says .
—* Dearly beloved, we ate now the sunsof Gud ,
and it hath not appeared what we shail be. We
know that when he shall appear, we shall he
hke to him ; because we shall see bim as he
is.’tt The power, thetefore, and the know-
ledge, with whirh the angels aro cendowed, and
the same solicitude and chanty fn; man which
animate them, are equally atiioutable to the
saiats, whu are now enjoying the beaufic visiun
with tho angel spirits, and participate with them
in all the privileges of heaven,—discharge ths
svme kind offices ¢ / brothotly afiection towards
us poor mortals, and aro equzlly entitled to re-
cewve the tnbute of our honour and our rever-

* Psalm xxxiii. V. 8. Protestant version—
xxxiv. V. 7. .
v\‘ Psalm xc. V. 11. Protestant version—xci.
. 11,
% Gen. C. xlviii, V. 16.
Apoc. C. 1. V. 4,
i 8¢ Luke, C. xx. V. 36,
§ 4poc. Cii V. 26.
*¢ 1 Gor. C. xiii, V. 12,
1t St John Epist. 1, C. iii. V. 2.

ence , and like thom may be profitably inveked

(0 ass1st us by their intercession at the shrone of

mercy.

VII—Holy men have, even sn thislife, been savoks
ed by others.

It is an occucrence, which is very often naticed
in the Old, as well as . New Testarant, that
tho servant of Ged who had rendered himself
conspicuous for his virtues and his piety, was
whilst living, continually solicitzd by his admir-
g bretiren to intercede with heaven in their
favour. ‘Thus itgvas that the children of lsrael
entreated holy Skmucl ;—"* Cease not to cry to
the Lord our God fur us that he may save us out
of the hands of the Philistines ¢ “Ilie Lord him
self directed Fliphaz, and Baldad, and Sophar,
1o go to hus servant Job, and to request the favo-
rie of heaven to pray for them f Wuh St
Paal, 1t was perpetvally the practice to solicit &
remembrance 1 the prayers of the fanhtal. ¢ 1
beseech yuu brethren,’—swrites the apustle of the
Gentiles to the Romans—* through our Lurd Je-
sus Christ, and by the chumy of the Holy
Ghost, that you help me in your prayers fo: me
to God.’Y A sumilar request he urges in his
Lpistles tothe Ephesians,$ to the Thessalomans,
to the Colosstans, 5 and 1o the Iebrews.**

‘That the apostles were sedulous 1o discharge
in their turn this debt of Chrisian kindness,
which they so earnestly solicited from the cha-
xity-of others fur themselves, we may be certsin,
since St. Paul repeatedly announces to lus con-
vert3, thut he did not cease to pray for them :f}
and St. Joha resteraies the sume assurance.i}
Whulst, therefore, the apostles and those who
had been mwitated into the mysteries of the Faith
of Jesus by therr labours, demonstrzied in their
daily practice, that they beheved that the pray-
ers of the ¢ just man availeth much,§§ althuugh
i moany things we all offend Jif and even the
yust man falleth seven iimes ;%j9] and if we say,
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves %, ¢ they
must have been persuaded that the prayers of the
saints above—of thuse why Jdwelt *in heaven
wheie nuught defiled can entes,’{yt and whete
thes do nut—cannut fall 1nw the very smallest
sin, were gified with far more efiicacious vir.
iues, aud avaded much more, than the prayers
of any mortal buing Loweser nghieous. Inde-
pendently, therefore, of the ductnine of the i
fallible Church of Chust, that has wvariably in
sisted on this dogma from the moment of her
birth up to the preseut persod, we may conclude
fium these various .cfleclons, that we are as
much authonsed at present, to beg of St. Peter,
aud St. Paul, and of every oiher saint, to pray
for us, 8s was uither of these glorious servants
of the Lword to request that lus fellow brethren
should pray for iim ; or the primitive belicvers
to supplicate their martyred teachers—those glo-
rious apostles—to remember them in keaven, and
1o offer up their datly supplications in behalf of
their necessittes.  Whoie pages might be Jaden
with weighty extracts from the writings of those
early fathers who have so eloquently attested the
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belief of the apostalic times, concerning the .
vocation and intercession of the saints, and the
reader who may wish to satisfy his curiusity ou
thia portion of she sobject, is referred to a learre:!
work which has already been pointed out to his
notice.*

‘There are, Lowever, two eminent early Ghris-
tian writers, whose testimony on this and other
points of doctrine 13 so lucid and conclusive, that
they mus: not)lie passed by without beiog intro-
duced to the acquaintance of the reader, whose
attention will be again directed to them in other
parts of the present volume. These writers are
St Paulinus of Nola,t and Prudemius.} If de
words ot the fervent example of an enlightened
and holy pastor of the Church, as far back as the
closing of the fourth century, can produce anv
effect, then must wo acknowledge, notonly that
it1s lawful to invoke the intercession of the
saints departed ; but also admit that their pray-
ers are highly availlable in our behalf. Ia tu:
third ode in honnur of his favorite patron S:.
Felix, after proclaiiming tho juy he felt at e
annual celebration of his fesural, the pious
prelate thus addressed ihat saintand martyr —

Hic amor, hic Jabor est nobis ; hze vota tuorem
Suscipo, commendaque Deo, ut cum sedu g cLrs .
[ ) L] [} [ ]

Quem ULonttate pium, sed maiestate tremendum.
Exora, ut precibus plenis meritisque redonet
Debita nostra tuis, cum tu quoque magne pro-
rum
Portio regnantem Felix comstaberis Agnum ,
Poses ovium grege nos statul, ut sententia
summi
Tudicis hoc qnoque nos iterum :ibi mumere done
Ne male gratatis levos adjudicet heedos.
Nat. iii. 8. Feheis, V. 117, &e.
This is our labour, this our work of love,
Receive our vows and offer them above.
- L

[ » Y

That God of fearful majesty whose sway

Is mercyeguided, Felix, for us pray,

That unto pray'rs and merits such as thine,

For all our faults he would a pardon sign.

And when to thee amid the sacred band

"Tis giv’n arourd ihe spotless Lamb to s12nd,

O sue that we amongst his sheep be plac'd,

Not mid the banish’d leR-hand goats disgrac’d ,

And thus shall we, asecond time, be blessed

By heav'n’s mild sentence, at thy kind behes..
In other odes composed in honour of the same

St. Felix, Paulinus manifests his devotion to hum

in language equally clear and energetic , and de-

clares how confident he feels of receiving benefic

through that martyr's Intercession ;—

© Faith of Catholics.

Dr. Adam Clatk in his * Concise View of the
Succession of Sacred Literature,” published 1n
1830, admits that Onigen, a writer of the Greek
Church, and who was born fn the year 185, 1n-
sists, in his treatisc concerning prayer, on the
mediation of saints in heaven,

1 Pontius Meropus Paulinus was born at Bour-
deaux, in the year 353. and very eatly in life
was selected to dischargs the must dignified func-
tions in the Romsn Enpire. In 392 he recoived
tho priesthood ; aud towards the end of the year
499, was clocted to the episcopal chair of Nola.
His literary acquirments were such that St Je-
rom writes of him :—* Every one admired the
purity and eleganco of his diction ; the delicacy
and clevation of his thoughts ; the strength and
sweetness of his style ; and the playfulpess of
lus imagination.’—(S¢ Hicr, Epist. 101, 102.)
His works that havo been hitherto collected,
consist of letters, eame of which arp interspersed
with original verses ; of short poems mostly or
rcligious snbjectr ; and of hymns, or rather.
birth-day odes, ir heaour of St. Felix, for
whoso memory Paulinus cherishicd the most de-

vout respect.



