
THE CH-ILDREN'S PRESBYTERIAN.

the littie book; ire live, ini a botter lieuse
now, and father don't drink, and mother
gays 'twill bo ail right again."

Doar littie Johinny, ho had te, talk se
faat;, but hie eyce ivoro bright and epark.
ling and hie brown faco nli agiow.

" I'm not soiIing niany papers now, and
fathor sa, ye innybe I cari go te echool thie
wixîter."

Nover did I so cravo a momcnt of tUnie.
But now the train iras in motion. Johnny
lingored as lotie as prudence would alloir.

" It's ali the littie book, " sounded in my
ear; tho littie book that teld of Jeque and
hie love for poor, porishing men. What
a change! A comfortable home; the man
no more a slave te sitrong drink. Hope
was in the hearts of the parents; heaith
mantled the cheeke of the children. No
wonder Johnny's irords came brekenlyl
Fromn the glom of despair te a world of
lighit; frein being poor and friendless the
littie boek told themn of One mighty te
save, the very Friend they need, the
p recius Eider Brother, witli a heart al
love, and tenderness.

Would tlîat ail Johnnys who sol pp
ers, and fathers that drink, and mother
that weep over the ruine ef once happy
homos, took te, thieir wretohied dwellin4s
the littie book4that toiles of Jesus and his
love! And net only these, but ail the
Johnnys thnt have ne papors, living in
coilare, and sleeping ini filtlî and îvretch-
ednese-would that they could learn
freon thie littie book wlat a friend they
have in Jeau.-Appea:.

PUNERALS IN CHEINA.
Wlien a man's friende are sure hoe ie a-

bout te die, they inîmediately begin prep-
aratiene. If lie han none on hand, suit-
able clotiies are purchaeed, coneisting of
waddod garinents and a ceremeniai eht
as handeome ns the circumetances of the
family ivill allow. Ris head and face are
neatly shaven, his queue braided, and hie
new clothes put on. While stili living,
ho ie thon romoved frein bis brick bed te
a stretcher, îvhere lie braathea hie last.
In the drese i wvhich hoe dies, ho je sup-
poed te appear bofore the authorities
of the Cther world-that Cther world,
irith all its paraphernalia, being a coun-
terpart of thie. It weuld ho culpable
neglect te nleir a pereon te die en tihe
Me, or witheut a suitabie dres.

If a coffin je net already in ws.iting for
thre dying man, the gift of an affectionato
son, carponters are called and set te work
n tire court outeide the sick man's min-

doir. There the boards are sawn, fittedi
and nailed, ail the partieulars being dis-
cuseed in tho presonce of the sick maon
and gonerally participated in by him. Hé
scsa that hie body is te have a comfort-
able resting place after deati.

Asi the breath ]caves the body, the
family wail lu concert, led by the eldeat
son, wie je chief mourner. Relatives
comes in bringing offeig of papor mon-

ey te ho burnd for the dead: T ho prin-
cipa inourners, dreesed- in sack cioth,
with large, loose hempon ropes nround the
head and waiet, draggingUe ground beo
hind, take a boNi e fgmillet gruel te the
neareet Tee Di temple, peurît eut, and
bat the god'e permission tii open tire door
of hades thnt the departed spirit may en.
ter. The funeral notice, in blue letters
on a white tablet, le placed outsido the
street door. A pavilion of matting in
erected in front of the door, lu the stroot,
for the mueicians. A pair of gigantie
tîgors guard the entrance te tAîis pavilien
wvhilo taîl polos bearing orneamental flage
and streamers snrround it. Deafoninge
straine of musio are poured forth until
noon of the third day, îvhen the burial
genoraily takes place. These deys are
oceupied in -%ailing and entortaining
gneste, who, are constantly coming and
going. Among tho wealthy, laree nuin-
bore of Buddhist and Taoist prieBs are
employed te chant for the benefit of the
departed spirit. Candles are kept burxi-
ing at thé hcad and foot ef the ceffin,
and efferinge of food sot i.pon a table. On
tho third day, when the procession je
formed, tables heaped with offeringe of
food are plnced at intervais along thre
street, and heaps of paper nroney burned.
Mouirners folleir the coffin according te
age and reiationship, wailing an they go.

On the seventh day, another feat is
held in houer of tire dead, and a cart anid
mule, witir driver and servants, ail of pa-
per, are burnied for hie use. A feast is
heid agiain on thre twenty.firet, and eneir
saventh day te tire soventir or forty-nintir.
After this, one is held annualiy for threo
years.

The wealtiry spend enormeus sunîs on
funorals. Large numbers of prieste are
employed, the ceremont-m are ail on a
enagnificent scale, and each one's ingen-
uity 'is t4xed te devise neir and imposing
waye of spending meney.-M. F. C. ini
Religioun Herald.

"SET DOWK THAT GLASS."
If mon could es the lust glass, how

xnany are-there tînt would take the firet?


