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news

WINNIPEG, SEPTEMBER 22,

THE DUTY ON OATMEAL.

The deputation of oatmeal
millers  which waited upon the
councll of the board of trade
last  week to urge a renewal

of the effort made in 1897 to secure
from.-the Dowainfon government an
equalization cf the duties upon oats
and ocatmeal made out a strong case.
The evidence advanced in 1897 in
support of the request was recapitu-
lated and 1t was further polnted out
that under the present arrangement
of duties the oatmeal milling indus-
tryof this province, and In fact of
all Canada I8 belng seriously crippled.
Under present conditions the industry
has %een -found to be unprofitable and
mills are closing down. The fine new
mil of the Oglivle company at Winni-
peg has not beéen ‘in operation for
some time and.ft2 is belleved will not
be worked again until something s
done in the way of adjusting the du-
tles. Other Aanitoba zuills are In
the same position. In Ontarle the
difficulty - has not been felt 50 quickiy
or 80 acutely as here, but this year
the mills in that Droyince are sajd to
have been hit pretty hard and adout
forty o2 them-are now closed down.

The troublo in Manitoba Is that
there are not enough oats grown &ere
to keep the mills running all the
time and the duty on oats is so high
that they cannot be brought in from
the United States, which 4s our near-
est source of supply, ¢0 compete with
United States oatmeal, which is sub-
Ject to a low Tate of duty. The duty
on oats is 10c per bushel, and it takes
about 414 bushels to make an 80
pound sack of oatmea); while the quiy
on the Iatter 138 20 per cent. or 22 to
22lc per sack. This makes a  dls-
Srimination n. favor of United States
mills of about 100 per cent.

These faots were 1ald before the
goverament in 1897, when the difii-
cuity first appearsd, but no notion
was taken for the reason that ‘the
sovermment was afrald of offending
the farmers if the duty on outs wes
lowered and- afraid of the political
consequences if the duty on the meal
was ralsed, as they were pledged to
reducté~ in duties. The obvious in-
Justic of the tariff was therefore
allowed to remain and a promising
Canadian $ndustry 1s belng slowly
strangied for purely political reasons.

All that the millers ask i3 that a
simple act of justice be done. The
present situation Is & Derfcetly ridic-
ulous one and bhas nothing whatever
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to commend it to the intelligence of
the people. United States industryis
belng favored at the expense of Can-
adian. The duty into that country is
80 high that there 18 not the slightest
chance of Cansdians securing  any
-business there when they have oats to
mill and they have to stand by and
8eo thelr own markets dn the hands of
southern millers for geveral monthe
cach year. Representation will again
be made by the Winnlpeg board of
trade to the government and it is
hoped that this time the request for
Justice will not be made in valn, )

THE NEW GRAIN TRADE
ACT,

A synopsis of the new Mapioba
8rain act 18 given In another part of
this issue. This act i3 the embodi-
ment of the recommendations inade
by the royal commission which in.
vestigated the grievances of western
farmers as to the manner in which
their grain products were being hand.
led by the elevator men, raflway com.
banies and others. The commission, {t
will be remembered made a tour of
the west nearly @ year ago, taking
evidence at all the leading grain cene
tres and afterwards reported to par-
llament making a number of BUEBES-
tions which have since been embodied
in this statute. The commissions®
work was thorough angd its conclus-
fons clear cut and conelse, coverlng
all the vexed Questions of elevator
charges, dockage, ~flat wareliouses,
shortage ot cars, ete. It performed
the work given it 'by parlament in a
nanoer which seems to have been
satisfactory to all the interests con-
cerned and did it In an expeditious
and economical manner. The total
cost to the country for travelllng,
keep,” clerical assistance and salarles
was- lese than $14,000, which, consld-
ering  the gistance covered, the
amount of time consumed and the
amount of evidence taken was cer-
talnly a modest sum.

FProbably the most important rec-
ommendation made was for the ap-
rolntment of a warechouse commis-
sloner and this official has been ap-
pointed and s already dlscharging
tho duties of his office. He has been
glven™arge powers under the provis-
fons of the act and if he properly
performs his work will do much to-
wanrds- smoothing out the differcnces
botween the farmer and elevator men.
The farmer has also now the right
to ercct flat avarehouses when it
pleases him to do so0 and he s so pro-
tected in the use of these by clauses
which should prevent any holding
back of grain thereby blocking the
warchouse. Shipment ismade compul-
sory within & specified time, it the
warehouse operator desires it. The ob-
Ject of this clause Is not as some
would have the “farmer belleve to
‘harass &im dn ¢hé use of his
flat warehouse, bu* 1o facilitate ship-
ment from it and thus glve all a
chance to ghare in its use.

Another Important feature of the
new act s the provision exacting
bonds from all grain dealers and ele-
vator -owners. This should -give the
gralin producer more coafidence in the
integrity of the men with whom he is
dealing, weed out the.adventurers and
frresponsible men and make those In
the trade more circumspect in thelr
dealings. In principle, of course, this
provision secms hardly a falr one.
The government might just as well
compel the couniry store keeper who
buys the farmers dbutter and cggs
from him to glve bonds. The principle
wouid be the same. But there s no
kicking belng done by the responsible
graln dealers of the country ans they

feel that If it will reassure the farmer
to know that the man he eclls his
wheat to is under bonds which may
become fortelted If he cheats in his
dealings.

It is hoped that the naw order
of things !n the graln trade will have
all tho good effect it 13 intended to
have. That the farmer, grain dealer
and rallway man wilt learn to know
that their interests are identical, that
what injures one Injures all and that
confidenco will ‘bo again restored. It
18 also hoped that those who have
been most active :n working up the
fedling of the farmers agalnst those
who handle their grain will have the
good sense to let the new regulations
have a fair trial and that all criti-
cism wiil bo honest criticism prompt-
ed by a desire to promote the inter-
ests of the parties concerned, not to
stir up class hatred and stirvife.

THE MAIL ORDER NUIS-
ANCE.

As is usual about this time of the
year, the west 8 deing flooded just
now with the catalogues and other
Jiterature of eastern departmental
stores. The retafl traders of the west
have always had a grievance against
these sStores for Stepping into the
fleld fn this way at the season of the
year when there s a lttle extra
money in clrculation and the farmer
has some cash with which to make
purchases, and they are quite justi-
fled In feeling as they do about it.
These departmental stores will sell
only for cash, they never lift a hand
to carry anybody over 2 bad year,
and they only soliclt business in this
country when they know there will
be a little ready money to be snap-
ped up. The western retatl merchant
i3 called upon to supply consumers
here with goods at all seasons, to sup-
ply them on credit when there is no
cash to pay with and to sometimes
carry accounts for years wWhen hard
times strike the country, or when
there has been some individual case
of'misfortune, and to the credit of the
trade it .may be sald that they never
shrink from dolng &ll that thelr capi-
tal will allow of this sort of thing,
and sometimes a great deal more, in
spite of possible disastrous results to
themselves. It does scem, therefore,
too bad that when there i3 some
cash trade going these eastern sharks
should slip in and tal.u: it away from
local traders. And morc 80 because
there is no good reason whatever why
these should get the business. They
do not handle better goods, nor dc
they offer better bargalns when
everythlng s taken into consldera-
tion. They make no redress whatever
it goods are not what have been or-
dered and in the case of mlsca.yﬂnge
in delivery they do not hold them-
sclves responsible. The goods have
all to be ordered from catalogues and
price lists and are often made to ap-
pear very superior to what they real-
‘ly ave. The mora! of all this is that
western consumers should keep thelr
trade at home. The remedy rests
with them.

.

CURRENT COMMENT.

A great mistake §s madoe by some
merchants who are otherwise up-to-
date in the matter of returning money
for §o0ds which have been bought dy
a customer and afterwads found un-
suitable for some reason. As 2 gen-
eral rule it is better for the merchaat
to return the money-in -such cases,
even though he may fcel sure that it
will be spent for an article of the
same kind in the store of = x?ml.
There’ are, 0f course, cases where the
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merchant would be doing himself an
injustice to humor a customer by ro-
turning money tor gal taken from
his store, but these ake exceptional,
As a rule, the privilege will not bo
abused and will win many a good Cus-
tomer to the store. When it s made
@ feature of the advertising that this
will be done there should not e the
slightest hesitation in carrying out

the promise when asked to do so.
? » -

A rotten state of affairs has been
revealed In connection with ¢he recent
follure of the Montreal Cold Storage
and Freezing Company. Bogus ware-
house receipts 40 the amount of $550,-
000 have been Issued by this concern
to bolster up an otherwise fnsolvent
estate, and now the perpetrators ot
the fraud cannot be found. The offi-
cers of the company all disclaim re-
Sponsibiity, the bank which held the
receipts as securlty denles all know-
ledge of the crooked work, and so far
the source of the fraud remalns
undiscovered. Investigation into the
affair is still going on with a view to
locating the criminal.

L -

The Pan-American exposition to be
held in Buffalo next year from May 1
to November 1 promises to be ¢ re-
markable affair in many ways., Itg
purpose is to celebrate the achleve-
ments of civilization during 100 years
of development dn the western heml-
sphere. The resources for the pur-
pose of the exposition are $5,800,000.
The site covers 350 acres, nearly haig
of which consisis of beautiful park
lands and lakelets. Over 20 Jlarge
buildings are now in coursc of erec-
tlon, besides a vast amount of con-
struotion work about the grounds.
Architectural and landscape effects of
great beauty are befng planneq. Many
states and count.les have slgnifled
their intention of belng represcnted by
bulldings and exhibits. The electri-
cal display will be particularly fine,
embracing the very latest of every-
thing in the way of clectrical scleace.
Power from Nisrgara Falls wfil be
used to run the machinery. A lve
stock exhiblt covering ten acres will
be a feature. These are only a few of
the attractions.

C. P. R, Machinists® Strike
Award.

Robert Strang, the third arbitrator
In the C. P. R, machinists dispute, hag
completed his report and given his de-
cision to the C. P. R. represcntative,
J. A. M. Afkins.

His award provides a schedule al-
lowing the men & minimum wage of
3%c per hour at Winnipeg. The men
asked for 28%c and had been pecelv-
4ng 25c per hour heretofore. Thus an
increase of 13 to 2¢ per hour is pro-
vided.

The machinists from Fort Willlam
t0 Laggan receive an fncrease of two
ccnts an hour, and from Laggan to
Kamloops, both points e¢xclusive, onc
cent an hour, and from Kamiueps {o
Vancouver two cents an hour, The
probationary rates of new men and ot
old men who have served thelr time
in the company's shops will.remain as
before, but the perifods of probation
are reduced from one ycar 20 Six
months and from two years (o one
year respectively. )

The one cent rate from _Lasgm o
Kamloops Includes the West Koot
oenay.

Sale of Sheepskins.

London, Scpt. 13.—~The sale of
sheepsking was xcld to-day. The nume
boer of skins offered was 3,233. There
‘a8 the usval attendance, but coms
gcuuon was unshiusfactory, much of
the stock being withdrawn et an
average decline of 10 per cent, com-
pard with the August figures, Afer-
fnos and finc ¢ross-breds were !/gd_to
3 farthings lower, and corse stock %4
lower,



