454

THE COMMERCIATL,

Montreal Markets.

Flour. -‘The wmarket is fairly active on local
account, but prices are easy, 11 sympathy with
outaide markets, whichsevn to have no bottom
to them It is sail that straight rol.ers have
I'cen offered by a Western miiler at 33.30 iu
car 1:ts on track hore; but it is contonded that
it will not iurpect straight rollers. Other deal.
crs state that the Jowest price they can get mil-
lera to offer good straight rollers va track here
is $3.48, or a.. $3.10 at tho mull.  So that the
offcrs at $3 f.0.b, aud uader in tho west canooy
Lo guud flsur that will wapect. A lot of 1,000
barrels of straight roller was placed at $3.10
f u.b. in the west. Choice YU per cont 18 quuted
at $310 t0 320 in the west.  Stcong bakers
fluur, city Lrands, are stul quoted at St to 4 v,
but it is said there is nut much soll at vver §4,
while some is sold iader that figure. The sale
of a lot of choice strong bakers, Manitoba
ground, was sold at $3 93, 2aid to be as good
us the fincst city strung bakers. The export
trade is ‘very quiet, and prices oo che other
side ace tuv luw to induce shipwents being
made ia any quantity, Regarding straight rol-
lera on spot, sales are being made of choice at
£3.60 vo 3.65 delivered.

Qatmeal —A fair enquiry is experienced for
rolled oats which are qaoted in carlots on track
at £3.85 to §3.90, althvugh some mills ask $4.,
00, Thereis very little doing in granulated.
We quote jobbing prices as follows :—Rolled
and granulated $4.00 to $4.03 ; Standard $3.80
t0 §395. In bage, granulated $2.00 to $2.05,
and standard $1.90 to $1.95.

Mill Feed.—gran is in fair dereand, both
here aad at the mulls in the west, and sales of
car lots have been made at $13.00 to $13 50.
Shorts are quiet, but steady at $14.00 to $15.00
avd wmouthivat $19 00 to $22 00 as to grade.

Wheat—A fusther declive in the price of
wheat 10 Upper Capada has taken place, red
and white winter wheat being frecly offered at
61 to 63c, but as there are few buyers the mar.
kot continues to ssg. It seems that farmers
are more anxioas 1o scll to-day than when
prices were over S1 per bushel.

Barley—There has been further businessdur-
ing the past week at within range of
current rates, which we quote 43 to 50c for
malting grades, and feed at 38 to 41c.

Uate—Oits are freely otfered at points west
at 273 to 28c per 34 lbs f,0.b., and are quoted
here at 313 to 32c per 34 lbe. The sale has
been reported of No. 2 white oats delivered at
Halifax at 37c. West of Toronto fales of No.
2 white oats have been made at e with a
through freight to Liverpool of 30c per 100 Ibs.

Pork, Lavd, &c —The prics of pork keeps
high, and the belief is that it will go higher
sull. Iuthis market further sales of Carada
short cut have been mude at $19.50 to $20 00
per vbl, with a tirm upward tendency.  There
arc orders in this matket from Newfoundland
for Chicago regular mess pork, but they are
far below current valuos in the west. Iu lard
the demand keeps fair, with sales of compound
at $1.75 per pail, and of pore leaf lardat §2 05
to §2.10 per gail.  In smoked meats the de-
mand countioues fair, hams selling at 11 to 11jc
for large and at 12 to 124c for choice small and
medium weights. Bacon is still in limited sup-
ply with sales at 11 to 12¢.  Dry salted flanka
and bellies are atcady at 9 to 94c and long clear
Lacon dry salied 9c.

Dresscd Hogr.-—The market for dressed hogs
coutinucs 30 high that buyers take ooly what
they require from day to day. Sales have
been made in this murket sinco the present cold
spell set in at §7 90 to §300, and prices aro
now fuoted very firm at $7.90 to §8.00 for car
lots.

Butter—A few amall lots aro still goiog for-
ward to the English market, costing 22 to 33¢
for creamery wnd 19¢ for western; but shippers
say that 23. is a very extremo figure for crcam-
ery. An enquiry has been received for choice
creamery from British Columbia. Cream-
ery, choice fall, 224 to 23¢c; creamery, good to
fine, 21} to 22c; Eastern Townships dairy,
choice fall, 203 to 2lc; Easterr Townships

gond, 20c; Morrisburg and Brockville, 19 to
210; Western, 17 to 195 About lo may be
added to above prices for choice selections of
singlo tubs.

Choese —Tho market here keeps very firm
withactus) salos of finest westernat 1130 and l1c.

Eggs.-—At 16 to 170 for Montreal limed;

oarer qualities selling at 143 ro 153~ Held
resh are quio! but steady st 1% to 20¢, and
striotly fresh, 22 to 24c.

Dressed Poultry. — The demand fur turkeys
has been extraordinvarily good. sales of choice
dry picked uofrcz«n birds fetching 1040 readily.
A good portion of the stock, however, has besa
finzen and these kinds sold at 93 to 10¢, one lot
bringing 8c.  Cboico youug untrezen chickens
Ro'd at 8c, and other Juts of scalded wud fruzen
brought al! the way from 5} to 7.. Guud large
white gevse were enquired fur at 6 to G3c, und
somo fancy lots brought as high as 7e,  Scalded
lotg sellivg at 5: to 53c.  Ducks are scarce at
84 to 9fc.

Apples. —~The local market is very yuiet,
round lots of winter varicties being yuoted at
$2.25 to §2 75 as to quality.

Hides. —The demand for hides is falily brisk,
the Quebec tanners taking all offerings at 5ic
for Do 1, and we hear of 53¢ having ueen paid
for a few lots.  Thegeneral price, however, is
53c, and we quote 53, 44 avd 34c for Nos 1. 2
aud 3. Desalers ave paying 5, 4 aud 3¢ for Nos
1,2and3  The supply of hides is limited at
the moment, as thers 1s scarcely sufticient com.
ing in to satisfy the demand.

Vool.—The only transactions worth men-
tioning being io Northwest, one or two
lota being clused out at between 12 to 132, We
quote:—Capa, 14} to 154¢ anl Canadiaa fleeco
17 to 18¢c. Szoured nomigal.—T'rade Bulletin,
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Railway Statistics of the Unifed
States,

The fourth annusl statistical repart of the
interstats Commerce Committee has just been
submitted. It showsa total railway mileage in
the United States on Juno 30, 1691, amountiog
to 168,402.74 miles. "Lhis _totul indicates the
length of mingle-track mileage, the total mile.
age of all tracks being 216,149.14 miles.  Lthe
increase in railway mileags for the year was
4,505.69 miles, which is less thua the aversge
for some years past. Rulway building was
most active in tho states lying south of the
Ohio and east of the Missistipi rivars, tho in-
crease in this section amounting to 1,670.83
miles.

The raitway corporations covered by the ro
port numbered on Juvo 30, 1891, 1,783, of
which S89, or a little less than half, were in-
dependent companies for the purpise of opera.
tion, 747 were subsidiary companics, and the
remaiader wero private lioes. Sixteen roads
wero abaudoned duriong the year, aad 92 roads,
representing a mileageof 10,116 25, disappeared
by purchase, merger or consolidetion. lu spite
of the fact that a considerablo number of new
lines were cherrered during the year, theactual
nuamber of ralway corporations isless than that
existing in 1800, when 1,797 corporations were
reputed. the tondency to consolidation sp-
pears to go on stealily. According to some
statistics given in the repart there were on
June 30, 1891, 42 railway companics each
of which coutrolled a mileage in ecxcess of
1,000 milcs, aad ncarly one half of the mileago
of tho country was tho properiy of these 42
companics. Qtherstatistics show that at the
same dato these were SO raitroad companies
cach of which had a gross rovenuu m excess of
£3,000,000. These railways controlled 69.48
per cent. of the total mileage of the couutry,
received §2 09 per ceat of the umount paid by
tho public for ralway service performed, $3.76
per cent. of the total passenger sevvice, and
$2.66 per cent. of tho total treight service of
tho couniry, and oat of u zutal of about
81,074 000 tous of freight carried omo mile
carried 67,005,000 toos

Tho total capitalization of the railways of

the United States amounted in 1891 to
§9,829,475,015, or 260,942 per milo of line,
an increase of $002 per milo of lino as
compared with the preceding repuit.  The
figures show aa inurease of the amount of cqurp.
ment trust obligativas fiom $49,478.215 to ¥54,-
735,137 —a fact which goea counter to an im-
pression fornerly provalont wsmong iailway
men, naely, that the practico of leasiog equip.
ments was disapptaiog.  Gruss carniogs from
operation during the yeut amonnted to $1,096,-
761,393, or §6,801 per mile of lino, and operat-
iny expenses amvuated to §731,887,093, or $4,-
538 per wmile of line, leaving o net weome from
operation amounting to §3¢4,873,502, or 82,565
per mile of line, a decrease of $37 as
wmpared with the net iocome per mile
of line fur the precuding year. An aoalysis
of the statistics of iucwine shows that
freight traffic gave rige to 67.17 per cent of the
total earnings, and that passeng-r traflic gave
riso to 23.64 per cent of sach earnings. U1 op-
eratiog expenses 33.08 per cont was chargeable
tu the [assenger service aud (2,92 pu cent te
the freight service. The per centsge of operat.
iug expuases to operating incowno was 66.73 per
cent.  Of these per coucages those indicating
the proportion of revenue arising from passen.
ger servico and from freight servicerespeciively
aud the propurtion of operating oxpenses duo
to freight service show decreasss as com-
pared with the preceding year; the others show
increases.

The passengers carried during Lhe year num.
bered 531,183,988, an increase of over 39,000,
000, as compared with the precediog year, and
the number of tons of freight carried amounted
to 675,698,323 tons, an incroase of over 39,000,
000 tons as compared with the preceding year.,
Tho total number of imles run by passenger
traius was 307,207,925, and the numberof miles
run by freight traws was 446,274,508. The
number of passengers carricd one mile was
12,844,243,651, aod tho number of tons
carried one mile was 81,073,754,121. The
average journoy p2r passenger was 24 18 mileas,
aud tne uverage haul per tao of freight was 120
miles. [ho averiga revenue per passenger per
mile in 1891 was 2.142c., and the average
reveaue por ton of freight per mule was .895¢.
Both thase items ehow reductions as compared
with the preceding year, the revenue per pas-
senger per mile being 2,167¢, in 1890, whil= the
revenue per ton of freight per mile amounted tw
.O4lc in that year.

More locomnotives were used by tha railroad
companies duriog 1891 than durlug the preced-
ing year. Thenumber in usc on Juns 30, 1891,
Wwas 32,139, a1 increass of 1,939, and the cars
numbered 1,215,611, an iacreaseof 45,944. The
smplryees numbered 784,233, an increase of 34,-
981, More accidents are reported than for any
previous year covered by the commission’s sia-
tiztics. Tho number of perzoas killed in such
accidents numbered 7,029, aod the number in-
jared 33 SS1, as compared with 8,333 killed
aud 29 027 injured in the year before. This
part of the report brings into promiacace the
need of legislution comprlling railways toadopt
train brakes nad automatic couplers, of takiog
some stops besides the adoption of the train
brake to prevent the frequency of casualities
from falling from trains and evugines and of rome
extensive use of thoe block system in the hiand
ling of trains, ay well asa moro perfest appli-
cation of the principle of personal respiusi.
bility in case o?accidcnu.

Tho repor: suglests certain ameadments
to the Intorstile Commerco act with a view
of remdering the statistics of the business
of transportation more complete and satis.
factory. Amoog other thiags it is reccommend.
cd that cxpress companies and water carriers
cogaged in interstate commerce make reports
to the commission aimilar to those now wade
by railways, and that persoav, coinpanies or
corporations owniug rolling atock used ia in-
terstato Liaflic should bo obliged ‘o make anoual
reports 80 far as niay be necessary for a com=
pleto atatement of the kind of rollingstock used
by railweys,




