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THE COMMEBRCILAX,

A Partial Concession,

The question of how our farmers could most
profitably use the abundance of rough grain
and roots, and the bleached and otherwise
damaged wheat in their possession has been
agitating the minds of most people in this
country of late, and with the view of to some
extent sulving this question, the publisher com-
municated with the Honorable the Minister of
Agriculturo at Ottawa, on the question of
duties and quarautine on live hogs imported
from tho United States, receving a prompt
and straightforward reply. Tho following cor-
respondence is the best explanation of itself :

Winstree, Max,, Qctober 24th, 1890.

Honorable John Carling, Minister of Agricul-
ture, Dominion of Canada, Ottawa, Ont.

Hoxorastk asn Dear S1ik.—Permit me to
draw your attention to the situation as itis at
present stands with the facmers of Manitoba
and the adjoining territories, and bring before
your notice w inatter not likely to beso apparent
to you as it is to me, a commercial journalist,
before whom the notice of such inatters are
daily brought.

I refer 1o the stato of the grain crop in this
country, a crop which is certainly an abundant
oue, 80 far as quaatity is concerned, bat which,
owing to wet and unfuvorable weather during
the past two months, has lost inuch of its market
value, and quite a lasge proportion of which is
now uufit for milling purposes, and will have
great difficulty in fioding a market, even at
prices which meun luss to our struggling pro-
ducers I am not overstretching the situation,
when 1 state that there will be from three to
four millions of bushels of this season's wheat
crop uufit for milling pucposes, aud which must
be allowed to go to waste, unless it is fed to
hogs, the only animals to which such wheat can
be fed with safety and profit.

To enable you to fully comprehend how mat.
ters now stand with farmers in possession of such
damaged stuff,u view of thehog product situation
is necessary, and that view is anything but
encouraging, Several years of drought have
had the effect of redacuy the proluction of
rough grain and other feed in this country, and
the ciop ot 188) was so shurt in barey, outs
and root crops, that last spring hieavy importa.
tions of those had ts he made to il the local
demand.  With such commadities at ransom
prices, and the crep recuras 1o cash for other
products very limi.ed, oar farners last full
wers not 1 » position to winter over hous, and
t:y were cons quently slanghterad and sold
in the local markets dwing the winter for
what they would briug, auld with u pl-thora
of pork thus rushed in. p.ives were naturally
low. Mauny farmers were comnpelled to slaughter
pigs which did not dress forty pounds weighe,
for there was but one alternative, und that was
to let them freeze and dic of hunger.

I have given you the hog pieiuce of lasy fall
and winter, and 4 look at the picture this fall
furnishes an extraordinary contrast.  Beside
the mullions of bushels of damaged wheat
referred to, the country is lvaded with rough
grain and root products, muen of which would
have fuvud a profitab.e market in the westera
United States, buz for the :hanged situation
brought abuut Ly the celebrated McKiley
bill. Eastern Csvadian markets are such that,
unless in 04t3, the long haul and consequent
heavy freight rates put» shippiug there out of

tho question. The fact stares us in tho face
that we havo produocts which will lwying
millions of dollars of wealth to our farmers if
fed to mako pork, but which are practically
valueless if not utilized in that process. At pros.
ent therearepractically no hogs in the possession
of our farmors,owinog to last year'sindiscriminato
slaughter, and all they do possess would not
number 10,000 all told. You can drive five
miles through soveral of the ‘well settled dis:
tricts here, and uot hear the squeak of a pig,
and on the Winnipeg wnarket where in October
dressed hogs are usually plentiful, I havo not
heard of halt a dozen being offered this scason.
Our pork packers aro buying live hogs in
Ontario or importing dressed ones from the
United States, ia order to get enough to fill
their local orde ) and they are this weok
offering nine and a half cents a pouvnd for dress.
ed hogs, and cannot get them even at that
advanced price,

Uuless ouc farmars are to loso millions of
dollars during tho next year, there must be a
heavy importation of hogs this wiater, and in
their present pecuniary position our farmers
aro not able to pay fancy prices. Cur pork
packers are buytng live hugs io Oatario at 53¢
a pound weight, which ineans not less than Sc
a pound to the farmer, who woulil like to buy,
In Chicago the range of prices is from 33 to 43¢
a pound, and in the State of Jowa and Southern
Minnesota any number of the very class of hogs
our farmeis waut cun be had for 3t~ Rjca
pound, aud oven less than the lower fig e, for
our people can do best with animils nat fat
enough for the packer, aud ia the states I ~efer
to the failure of the cora crop will throw
huudreds of thoussnds of such stock into the
matket from men who ate not foolish euvugh to
winter hogs worth less than fonr cents & pound
on corn they can sell for about furty cents a
bushel. A novice ia pork raising can sce the
folly of such un uadertaking.

Now the gist of wny nppeal to you is, that
sowne ateps be tak2n to remove the duty oa live
hogs cuming into this provinee for a few montha,
amd at the same time remove the practically
prohibitory quarantiue regulatious which now
exist in connection with the import of such
stock, 80 thit our farmer may securs a supply
of hays for feeding snd breedinyg purposes from
tne cheapost possible market. Uunder the pro.
vision of hugs admitted free for breediog par-
poses, tiere should be nodiffi wlty iu aduntting
breeding sows and  Llooded stock boars, and if
the privileges were even xo limited, I believe
most of the ditficulties of the present situustion
woul i bs overcome,  Of course the quarautine
ra¢ulazttons would have to be limited to the
vimple passing of au juspection wathout uny
delay, otherwise tho tanff coucession would be
valueless,

I have taken the liberty of writing you per-
gonully on this tavter, believing that you aud
your colleagues 1 the Dominion Governmeat
will be ouly two anxivus 1o do all in your power
to mitigate auy bLurdeus ouc fariners wmay be
uneler ; wid becanse [ coasider a private letter
from one, who has every opoortucity of thor-
oughly uanderstanding the subject, is morelikely
to receive your favoruble consieration, than un
article in a newspaper, likely to be iaterpreted
43 un attempt to raise un agitation.

I vespectfully request thut you will give your
pronmpt atteotion to the subjoct I have reforred
to, and that you will bring the matter before
your colleagues, and use your influence to in

somo way mitigate the pressure, which tho un-
favorablo weather of the past two months has
brought upon our Northwestern farmers.
I have the honor to he
Your obediont servant,
Jasre E, Strrx.

REPLY.
Department of Agriculture,
Or:awa, Nov. 4th, 1800,

Sir,~Tho Minister of Agriculture desires
me to acknowledgo your letter of the 24th ult.,
on the subject of customs dutios and quarantine
regulations in relation to the importation of
swino in tho proviunco of Manitoba, in the special
oircumstances stated in your lottor.

Your letter refoerred to has been submitted
by the Miniater of Agriculturoto his colleagues
in Council, The most careful cousidoration hias
been given to the several represontations made
by you; aud it is desired to givo offect, in as
far as possible, to the rcquest in your letter.

With respect to the suspension of the tarift,
sofarasitaffectsthe importation of swine intothe
provinco of Manitoba, I am to stato that no
power is vested either in the Minister of
Customs, or tho Governor-in-Council, to set
aside its provisions, as adopted by Parliament.

It is, however, thought that the customs
duties would not bo an impediment to importa-
tion at the prices and in the circumstances
stated by you.

\Vith respeet to the quarantine rogulations [
am to infurm you that it is considercd advisuble
to give effeot to the recommendation in your
letter and suspend tho rogulation making a
quarantine of observation of tweaty-ono days,
necesrary at the port of entry, in so far as
relates to the proviuce of Muanitoba, until
farther ordercd, and the necessary stepe .ill
be at once taken.

T have the honor to be, air,
Your obedicnt servant,
’ J. Lowe,
Deputy of tte Minister of Agriculture.

Another (}a,ne;dian Tunnel,

The Prince Edward Island tunnel project is
revized by the success of the St. Clair tunnel,
I'hs Domiuion Government has beev asked to
assist in the scheme, for which preliminary
surveys have all been made. ¢ Theco are” snys
Engiee.ing News, ** vo great engineering ditli-
cultivs in the wuy ; tut at the noarest points
between Prince Edward Islund and the main
Jand a tuvuet G} iles long would be required,
and the estimated cost is 317,000,000, An
Euglish syndicate has offered 10 build the
wunel if the Canedian Government will guaran-
teo 6 per cent interest on the boands for vne
huodied yeurs,”

A communicativn hus been received at this
office adressed to *‘Tie Coserciar”, Winn.
ipeg, British Columuia.  This mistake was
probably caused by tho amount of attention
“Tue Comyerciac” has been giving to British
Columbia of late.

The Canadian Manufacturer, Toronto, an-
nouuees thut its subscription price will hereafier
be one dollar per year instead of two dollars as
heretofore. Thu size of the pages and the num.
ber of them will remuin unchanged, and it will
bu issued twice a month as it has been ever
since its establishment in 1882, It is devoted
10 the munufacturing interests of Canada,




