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The announcement is made that Canada is to have a monthly magazine,
The Dominion lustrated, which has been a welconte weekly vicitor, and
has done much gocd work since its first publication, is to be changed 1o a
first-class monthly, such as our literateurs will be glad to contribute their
beat wotk to, and which will bea credit 1o Canada. The cry has often
been raised that we have no mogsrine that can compete with the grest
United States publications, but we hope this reproach will nos be perman
ently removed, and that the Duminivn Illustrated Monthly will be a success
from the word go. It will be under the same management as the weekly,
with Mr, Fdwards os head cditor.

Political speechifying has been rampant on both sides of the Atlantic of
late. Lord Salisbury and Mr. Gladstone have been *going it" at couven-
tions and elsewhere, and party feeling runs high. On this side of the
Atlantic a good desl of the talking has been done by Canadian leaders in
the United Statee, which is really a very strange state of 2ffairs when we
look atit closely. Would itnotappear cdd if Mr. Gladstone betook himself
to Frauce to talk about the affairs of Britain, or would we take much inter-
est in an Amcrican politician, even Blaine, Hsrrison, Cieveland, or the
famous William McKinley, were one of them to come to us with long stories
about their country—if they would do such a thing? Why cabnot our pub-
le men deliver their messages to our own people when they feel called upon
to deliver themselves? There is alwaps some excuse for these excursions
abroad, but they do not convey a semse of fitness to the minds of home:-
loving people.

An alderman of Philadelphia who conducts a successful private busi-
ness, boldly aseerls that under existipg circumstances it is iwpossiblo to
conduct the affzirs of the city on a sound business basis, In the Forum for
October he gives many illustrations to prove his assertion, of which wegive
the digest of one. Says Alderman ' Realizing the advantages of
open squares or breatbing places in the growing part of the city, I recom-
‘mended the couscil to purchase certain large vacant properties ; at the s2nio
time pointing out that Ly lccating on cach an open squore or small park
the contiguous larnd could be laid off into building lots und sold at such zn
advanced price a3 would enable the city to puy fur the squate out of its
profits.  The matter was referred to the Recorder, who advised the councceit
that the city could not go into land speculations, and thus the patriotic 1dea
was thwarted.” Whatis tiue of Phalsdelphia 1s Jikely to be truc of Hali-
fax, and this will prcbably sccount for seme of the transactions of the coun-
¢il which the putlhic have regarded as unbusiness-like,

Our wealthy blueroses who- purpese making benevolent and public-
spirited b. questa should tuke a warning from the outcome of the will of the
late Ssmuct J. Tilden, of New Yoik, and so srrange thewr affairs while
living as to msurc the carrping out of their purposes after death, Mr.
Tilden was a Jawyer of bigh standing, but in the making of his will ke
secured the assistance of tho best legal talent to be obtained in New York,
thus hoping to make his last testimony full and secure. He bequeoathed the
magnificent sum of £6,000,000 towards the foundation of a free public
‘library, but despite his owi care and that of his friend, the heirs discovered
‘% flaw in the will, and the courts have juet decided in their favor., One of
the heirs, who, under this decision, is entitled to 83,000,000, has decided to
allow twc-thirds of the amount to be appropriated in accordance with the
expressed wishies of Mr. Tilden. Had the testator, while still living, donated
$6,000,0c0 towards a public library, he would ncver have missed the same,
and he would have had the pereonal satisfaction of seeing that his money
was applied in such a2 manneras he desired.

The experiment made by the United States people in forming cavalry
troops aod infantry compsnies mado up of Indians, appears to be meetiog
with success so far as civiliziag the braves iz concerned. They are said to
make good soldiers, learn the drill readily, and are obedient, acd have in a
marked degree that esprit de corps which is necessary to turn uniformed
saen ioto soldiers. This ilustrates the trath so often spoken, that the
chacacteristics of individuals or tribes need only to be guided aud directed to
mako them of use to the pubiic instead of 2 menace. The Iadians are
naturally warriors, and when hostile to the United States are a troublesome
problem, but this fighting instioct tarned into other channels by the pale
faces becomes of value. It would be uscless to try and crush out instisct,
and to civilize the Indiens by main forae, but when once taken :nto the con-
fidence of the nation and made part of its fighting orginization, they reslize
that civilization a3 demonstrated to them 1s worth loovking into. Secretary
Proctor hopes that when the Indian troopers have served their terms and go
back 1o their tribes they will preach civihizaunon, It is 10 be hoped so.

The Manipur affair, which has growa faint in the memorics of many of
us, has again been brought prominently before the notice of the public by
the striking off the names of two officers concerned, Csptain Boileau and
Captain Butcher, from the army list.  Full reasons for this severe course are
not givew, but it 1s hinted that they were guilty of cowardice in the retreat
from the Residency, in which Mrs. Gnimwood joined. ‘The whole affair
appears to dave beena blunder from the first, tor Mrz. Grimwood, in her
book, states that her husband considered the Sznaputty as the most reliable

as well as the ablest of the Manipur princes, and 1t was against his advice | J

that the fatal cffort was made to treacherously capturs him. The Govern-
ment of India is comng in for a good deal of blamoe in counection with tims
blundering, and alikiough the ofticers who have been dismissed their regi-

ments may have acted in an unsoldierly manner, their punishment does not
seem to do all that is called for. Whatever mistakes they made originated
in mal-administration, and the entire dieaster should receive a thorough
investigation, Captain Boileau, it may be added, has an excellent record,
and his fricuds are unable to understand why he should be cashierod.

A London paper, speaking on the subjoct of tho surplus of women in
the matrimonial market in England, makes a mistuk= in indicating Canada
n8 o ficld for those who cannot find huebands at home. We bave quite ag
many, if not more, marriageable girls in this part of Canada than there are
husbands for, and other things being equal it s rather better for our young
men to sclect their wives frem emong their own countrywomen, than take
even the choicest from nmong those left over after Englishinen have had the
pick. There are quarters of the globe, we believe, where there are not
enough women to supply the men with a wife each, and a short time ago
The Popular Science Monthly and Goldthicaite's Geographical Magasine
contained articles on polandry, or the custom of one woman having several
husbanus. It ie up north somewhere, if wo remember rightly—Biffia Bay
or theresbouts—where this custow is still in force, so if there is truth in it,
we could have no possible objection to the Eoglish surplus shaping its
course for that place. We have little anticipation of the lorn fair ones
takiog a fancy to the climate or the inhabitants, so they will have to seek
som:e other aud more congenial vutlet, It would be a good thiog if this
matter could be adjusted exactly right, so that there would be a mate for
everyone, but it isa delicate matter to interfere with and must perforce
be left to manage itself.

The Toronto Globe would squelch 8l our hopes of a Nova Soolian win-
ter port at one fell swoop. Last woek it discussed the matter in a very
off-hand way, and diemissed all our claims, on the ground that geography is
against us. The Qlohe is needlessly severe in saying ¢ the case serves to
illustrate a curious weakness of the Maritine people—their unwillingness to
look facts in the face when the facts are disagreeable.”” We object to this
superior tone on the part of the Qlobs,; Maritime peop.2 are not at all
behind their compatriots of the Upper Provinces in good sense and ability
to distinguish hetween justice aud injustice. We will neser be sble to
agree with the Globe, huwever, that Canadian rairoads are compelled to
build up inland territory at our expense, and to give Cavadian ocesn ports
the go-by in favur of United States purts.  Of course there are difficulties
about procuring a fast steamsbip service between Canada and Great Briuin,
but they can be got over if the right means are taken.  Cunada cannot at
fist undertake to comprte with such steamers as the Tenfonic and others
masniug to New York, but it we hud a snuable lige estabiianed taere would
not be muca trouble ubout sccuring sufficient passeogers und freight.  The
travelling public will go by the best route, aud there is no reason why a Cana-
dian route should not come near enough to perfection to secure all the traffic
it needs. Halifak is a port with immense possibilities, and even if it be
¢¢ childishness,” as the GQlobe assumes, for us to continue “to keep on clam-
orilz;g year after year,” we have no intention of giviog up asking for our
rights,

& London has been experiencing the excitement of a sensational divorce
suit brought by a lady of rank, Countess Russell, against her husbsud, Eart
Russell, on the ground of cruelty of an extrome and extraordiaary nature.
The hearing of the case was bzgun on December 1st, and has attraced great
attention. According to evidence given by the Countess, her noble lord
compelled her to do menial offices, frequently told her to “go to the Devil,”
and reproached her iu the coarsest manner, because she had oo children.
Hia ill-treatment of Lady Russell appears to have been brutally persistent,
and according to the reports of the affair in court he treated all the Countess’
recitzl of her injuries ss a joke, and hid his face in his hands and laughed.
Lady Russell is a beautiful woman, and had, ss her leading counsel, Sir
Edward Clark, Solicitor-General. The Earl, who is only twonty-six years
of age, very plain and “ washed out” looking, was defended by Mr,
Lockwood and Sir Charles Russell. The latter, in concluding his present-
ment of the case for Earl Russell, declared that the petitioner was petulant
and nervous, with an exacting temper, and he ridiculed many of her state-
ments as grass exaggerations. Surely such things as these are no excuse for
a man's cruelty to his wife, however much they may annoy him. The dis-
graceful disclosures made by the plaintiff regarding the relations between
her husband and Professor Roberts, were such as to drive ladies from tb_c
court room—where by the way, they had no business to be. The fact is
that the carly training of Earl Russell was of a sort that would not be hikely
to produco the best of men, His father, Viscount Amberley, directed in
his will that his children, samong them the heir to the Earldom, won by his
father, the celobrated Lord Juhn Russell, wore to be brought up to disbelieve
in Christianity, and now we find that his infidel training is:not doing itsclf
much credit. ~ Of courae there are Christians, more’s the pity, who have dis-
graced their faith in the same way, but there is little doubt that if the
obligations of Christianity were altogether removed, we would suffer far
more from immorality than we do now. Infidels whoabandon Christianity
of their own accord are in a very different position from those who are
brought up without aoy regard for rcligion. The former are usually
thinkers, and act from conviction, but the latter have no standard, and do
right or wrong as they feel inclined. The summiog up of the evidence by
udge Butte took place on Friday last, after which the jury returned a ver-
dict for Earl Russell. There will, of course, be nothing to prevent the
Countess leaving her husband at any time, but she will have no claim for
alimony.
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