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is soou mended ; theru is noiv not the slightcst likelihood that ive shaih ever
se one anotber again. 1 regret vcry much that I should have seemud
impertinent. Good morning, Miss Nettley."

He raiscd bis hat, rcceived a stiff bow in rcsp)onse, and wvas goDe.
The little scenle lied happoncd so qtiickly that hie could hardly believe

il lied flot been ail a dream. Blut lialf an hour ago hie and his lady-love
had been ccinversing liku the oldeat and best of friends. Now they wcre
friends no longer, but sonîcthiug vcry like eneiiîca. Hoe cursed his folly
again and againi that lie had been so precil)itatC, for, hiowvcr augry hie migbt
he ait the contempt with wbîch his proposaI nad been treAied, lie feit with an
irreprcssible pang that hie sll loved the girl as fondly, ns ever. lIe had
pride enougb, howcver, flot t0 lingcr after bis curt dismissal. He left for
London early the flext norfling.

And will it bu belicvcd that 'Miss Lum Nettley, mniber of the Il best
family in tbe country," went home in a shocking bad teniper, thougli with
ail ouîtvard coi-posure ; tbat Lizzie, tl.te maid, had a bad tîme of il that
day , and th.it cven the old Squire wondercd what liad tiiappu)ned to diý,turb
his usual ly good.humoured and lively daughter ?

Il finust also bu stated that Miiss Laura hiad a hearty lit of crying wlben
chu %vent te bed, and that she feît cxcccdingly miserable. Thui fact is that
Miss Laura hiad made a discovcry. She lîad neyer stopped tu think
whitber shu and Carlton wero drifuing the last few weeks, and the suddea
declaration of love had ilhrown lier off hier guard and exposed the weakest
side of lier character. That she lied mierely meant te amuse herself wiîlî
Carlton in the first instance is true enouglh ; but it le alsc, truc that she had
beguxi, in spite of burself, to like him exccedingly well ; nay-tvhy should
we mince matters 1-shu wvas teal!y almost as much in love wîth hini as lie
wîîh her. Stàe had flot tilt now suspectcd this , Aie would have denied that
il was so but yesterday. WVhat a mystery is the feminine nxind

Well, it was aIl over now. Howv miserably small, file rcilected, that
speech of bers about ber family liad been. Sho had no idea tbat sucb a
cofiteml)tibîe thought could be in her niind; elle baad spoken as tbough M'Nr.
Carl.on hall not been a gentleman. She %would do anything noiv to make
lîrn bel jeve thnt she really adxîred bina. WVas il. not bu wbo bcd wishied
for an introduction to bier friends-to her father 1 If she could only set
hiersel! righit iith him ahe would be content, even if she neyer saw hlm
afterwards. B ut it was aIl t00 late nolv, the mischief wvas done.

Il seeîned oficious of Lizzie to annouince that Mr. Carlton bad lefî 'lhle
Bllue Fox-"l been called te London on a sudden," the landlord said, and
very sorry to part with such a gond lodger.

And tiow tbu duli life at Lulhington Hall returned, and by contrast witli
tlie pleasant wveeks wlîicli wcre just gone seemed t0 one yonng lady more
dreamy than ever. To take walks alone now was intolerably solitary ;ade
was aIl vcry w~ell, but- Then Mr. Carlton wvas such a brilliant taîker,
and reemed I0 know se much about qverything ; and be had been s0 ready,
too, to listen to ber, and ibis young lady flittered hierself x'pon ber con-
versation a good deal-it hll ail been deliglîlful.

ibus it îvould secm that hure were two people in love %çith each otber;
but, unhappily, Carlton thouglit that the lady scorncd bis addresses, and lus
pride wvas %vounded too deeply for any further word Io corne from liîm, and
.Miss Nettley felt tbat sbe miust bu despised in bis eyes. Hoxv could bu, she
said to berself-hotv could bie continue to respect lier?

CHAPTER III.

'l'lie long sunîmer, as il lias a trick o! doing, caine to ail end. Carlton,
ini London, ivas trying by dint of liard wvork te drive: aiay aIl tlîouglit of
bis love ; tryîng t0 forget, and succcrdîng as well, or as il], as sucli people
gencrally do. Nliss -Nettley was tryîng t0 forget too ; to go bick to the old
file bexiore sile liad known Carlton. lier studïes becaxnc a weariness to the
flesb ; even lier beloved violin failed to bring her conîfort. The one tor.
nltiiing thooght that gave lier no pecace- was that she bad huniiliatcd lierseli
belore Mlr Carlton, and she longed in lier very îîride to rc-establish bersel
witlî bîm. At Inet she miade a resolutioîî ; she would at Icasi write ana beg
pardon for bier rudencss. She liad C.,rlton's card wîîli bis London address
upionii . It bad bcen kept %vith tegrcatcc.t care 1 promise you. It cost 1
grent sirtîgglc bcfoic tlie proud Ntiss Ncîtlcy could force herself te thîx.
apology, but at last it.was donc, aîîd the leittr was dcspatclîed. It le noi
gotid tu triumph over the humiliation of one'li frîcnds, and 1 shaîl flot givc
the Icitir litre. There was nothing in it t0 bc aslinned of ; it ivas a simple cx

lircssion of lici feelings. Slîc bad bccn wrong nnd askcd forgiveness.
Bti oactual wvords of love werc spoktn in the letter, there 'vas I

sudi a tender loue of regret and regard for Carlton as sont that gentltemar
int n very seventli hcaven of juy and cxcîtcment. Wbere now was bui
resentment, lits amu rJf? Ile dasbed off in a cab to the station, anc
in an hours uie wvas wvelî on bis way 10 Lullington.

The last stage of bis journcy was to ride atop of a lumbcring old omni
bus. Car l onî's impatience %v oui d flot brook thc slowv p rugrcss as Lulli ngtoi
-l'ad nearrd. lie gut down, and, zcnding bis bag; In the inn, struck acres
the fîcids. %Vîîh tic sigbt of old scenes and their associations aIl luis loy,
rcturncd upon liîu a thousandfold. 11e felI into au cxqnisite day-drearn a
be walked.

Il s inedîtations were suddenly sent flying t0 the winds ; Laura's do,
was spriDgîng round bîm, uttcring sharp barks o! glad wclcome, and bere-
oh, joy ol joys !-advancing ahyly 10 nicet lim was bis divinity hîerse]~
wî:li a roey biusli suffusing lier ebarmning face, and wvill a half-faltzring timi

marner so différent froni the proud carniage of thrcc mnonîhs back.
Il] ain glad Io Fcee you," sîxo was beginning softly, but witb such a lige.

of love shiuing in the brown eycs that Carlton, crying out, Il my darlinîl
niy darling 1,caught ber te bis brcast.
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