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11OR -TUE orniTio.] "Shure it'B a gond missus ye aire, mum, an' cverything is plisant an' Mine
like around, but mie ripitation as cook is what l'd flot lilce to bc io8ing ;

A P O ST C R IP T ,tlere's many a place whlerc the master has ainse enuugh, saving yer prisince,A~~~ ~ ~ nu 1EcS S iE~I? .m to know how it takes wood to build a lire, an' nat to, tell ye, Il guess
<fi R.u b pickin' up omething tols ethe day,' wheniver ye speak ofithe

waflt of a stick for the day's bakin'. But don't worrit yourself, l'Il not bc

<Continued.) speaicing of it outside, for iVs niany a kind word ye've given me, an' Mary
Ann Hoolinan wiII ncvcr forgit that same."

At Iast ha broke the silence ; saying, " couic Astor, we'iî canccl ail to* . n ah0vsa 'o shrwr.N n u ai' afsaeJs
night's play, I had no riglit to go on winning as 1 did. Look !" sie, suspected that there was any reason for hier leaving.

And ho threv some ecraps of' papor, wyhich represen;cd his winnings, Alter that Mrs. Lee did her own work, and neyer complained ta thei
into the ire. This was the rman who was tinpopular ; who allowed ilimself' deacon, who always found his ineals well cooked, neyer inquiring how thoy
to, be universaily disliked ; who was thought mean, callous, :alculatin. became no; and as timo rolled on, his confidence in lher abilities ta"I pick

Fora mmen Asor amzedouto!ailspechsai nthig, is9ur up sonne pieces about the yard" grew sa great tixat it seemed to hava crow
p ri a at mohen extnrc factz ohat f toal speech sieai o Sl s' c sar-e ded ail knowledge of the uso of an axe out of his head ; for beyond drawing

piwas o su e dxis aye ; but a totan h e w inde orf the caaquckly up a lot of oid rails when he put in his now w.re fences, he kift the gctting
aosu aungriydslyd;bt%ýe cda idwrste aeqik of the wood, as well as building fires, entirely to Katie

:mo, have ilos adwl a.n caiy adngi People driving by admired the wcl.-kept yard, and said ta each other
So dismissed, Smîles witli a sigh went slowly away, his footstcps ccloing 'wlatd a "ner nDeaong Lee wate keaep o every hipy ant piee f o

along the empty corridors, and then on the baîrack square benenth. E ikdup-ee rcmn owKtesarhdfr vr taybtta
thing was still again, but for the sound of a rasping pen, for rcscot was uiight make kindling, Tunning in if ahe saw a carniage comiîîg l'or fear the
writing a hurnied note. That finisbed lie wrote a second, and a third. The occupants womld se how she was empioycd and censure the deacon for
flrst lie thon addrcssed to hie mothor, the second to Smiles, and the third his neglect.
to the Astorbolme lawyer. This dune hie blew out the caudles and by the "lGreat things fron uittle causes flow," and so it was tlat the dcacon
faint light of the fine made his way ta a chest of drawers, froni which, ivith owed bis relormation ta a cail mnade by Jessie and a friand one cold day in
a shudder, he drew ont a revolvor. spring. The fine got low, and Mns. Lee excusîng berself for a moment, Icft

He crept over to the fine and standing before it, inch by inchli î~coni- the room, Jeaving ber little thre.year.old girl in Jessie's care. The chil d
nîenced raising the pistai. piayed about the zoom for a few tnomen'-z, then taking bold o! the window

Oh 1 Astor ! Astor!1 and that note within a few feet of yom ; if onîy you sili with her chubby hands, raised berscll'up and looked ont.
could guess %ihat il contams ! IlMa's iuin wood," she said, as Jessie lookcd at ber ; Ilshe's tutin

Still bie is naising the shining barrel towards bis Iivid face, gbastly, with wood 1"
the sicicening fear that struggies with bis detonmination l'or mastery. A sec- Miss Davis was talking and did not notice ; but Jessie did, and the words
ond moie and- confixmed a suspicion she hadl had for sartie time. She found it hard ta

,,Hlait 1 who goes there ?" rings ont below the window, and the revol- be enitctaining until Mrs. Lee came back, who, after repleni8hing tle fire,
ver ropswit a cash o te flor.renewed he.- conversation with Miss Davis.

"Relief retmraitng," responds a distant voice. es e seemed very mucli occupied with ber own thouglits next day as
"Pass relief rcturning, all's well 1" cries the sentny. and vrent about ber %York. At last a gleam of rajachief came iuta ber eycs,

Silence again. adshc seemned tu bave arnived at srne determination, for, as she lmog
Astor is trembling so bie cannot stoop to pick up the revolver. ie the last piece of ber snowy iraujing on the clothes-bars, shte bnought lier

strikes a light. WVatching it butn in a dazed manner, lis dazzled oye Tests small foot down very eniphaticaily and said:
on a picce of p2per, leaning against bis dlock, on it lie rends: "ll'Il do it, if I ever bave a chance."

,,P.S.-My deanest Prescot "-Great beavans! hal knows tbat wri'.ing, lier chance came that hayinr- Lime. fleacon Lee had a nico lot of hay
trembling ail over le grasps it, rends it tîrougl, and tmrning ta the othcr to put in, and, as it was the fashion there for the l'armera ta change work,
side scs the vcry words he read in the evening. 1 he concluded ta, have a bec. Accordingly be asked a nuniber of his l'riends

For a second he stands jimovable, like one suddenly paralyzed. jta came, and made arrangements for a big day'a work.
Thon with a cry he tlirows the revolver into, iLs dnawer, locks it, catches But ivben hc returned tIcth bouse, after mowing a roadway ta the north

?p the thrce letters lie lias written and flings ibmr into the fire ; when, flnd- ineadaw, lie fomnd that Mrs. Lee bad been taken suddeniy ill. The doctor
ing lie bas donc ail his strength will allow bum ta, lie fails unconsciaus into 'vs bastily sumnmoned, and said iL was necessary that the patient bo kept
a 10w chair by the table. perfectly quiet; 8he must not be worried about anyîhing, or it would ïoesuit

Spnigs coming un ta waken bis master next morning l'ound bini, mucli to in brain-fever. He left two ar tliree boules of medicine and went away
bis surprise, up and dressing. As ho busied himseif about the untidy noonia again. Ieaving the deacon aimaist in danger of brain.l'cver hiniself.
Âstar said, What shouid le dot In spite of' bis tboughtlessness lie dcarly lovcd

"You put a note ai mine on the mantIepiecce last niglit ?"Katit and was vczy anxiaus about lier. In addition ta this auxiety wert
"Ves, sir." lii thoughts of the bec and the care of bis littie girl and sick wire. Wbal,

." on had read il ? wonder tbtbis face was very grave as le aned aven bis wife, asking if
A pause. "'Yes, sir." there was anything be coula do or get for ber ?
"Why dia eou ?» He bad lier welfare too mmcli at beant to say anc word that wauld wvorny
"Well air, 1 knew yau was i4p:t by that 'cre note, 'cause 1 watcbcd >,,» lier, 0 'wbeu site began ta speak ai ber wonk, le kissed lier foreheai and

read it, and I gai a bit curious and read it myscif aimait witliomt thinkin', iota ber that would be ail riglit. But lie was relievcd wben site mentioned
and kriowin' you 'adn'î seen the inside bit yourself sir, as yon dropped it Jessie. Ho want ta the window at once ta wvatch l'or sanie ane passing
mter lookin' at the firet page, I put iL wberc I thought you'd sec iL before byivon ho could send word; but as no ane camne, bc was obliged ta have

turnxn'in air" ltI1e Trot go for the neareît neiglibor to stay witli Katie whulc lie wcnt after
This was perliaps tlie longest speech Sprig8 lad cver miade. le aston- 3css

ished biniseif by it, but Astor's reply aetounded him still muro. btHe l'ound that young lady willing ta coma and take care of ber sister;
"V ou wene wrong ta read a letter of mine, but you saved my luec." bta look the deacon did flot quite undoratand, or like, flashed iat ber

Nwmost of the siory is told, for you can ail understand hoiv it %vound face whcui the bec was mentioned.

up. Astor and Miss Carteret wene married of' course. SIc bas flot added 1 ' oit nw on"sesiI hte a okt utyu o
a postscript ta any letter since, and Astor neyer reads a note of anv sort knowl 1 am rathen particular about what 1 havc ta woxk with, and my way
witbaut loakiug for one. I noverhliard how Astor gai out ai his pecuniary may nat be a way you'd likc."'
difficulties, but believe that a distant relative left hi a corrfortable -.arn Nod the deacon prided huiscîf or. keeping a well-futaished store-zoaom
juRt boit rie the wedding. Aîid ivho do you think was godfather ta, thoîr ndgood kitchen earden, sa he sunilcd ramuer complacently, and ncplicd
flîst chi.d ? why, iL was no ailier îhami the nican, callous, upapular Sîniles. that if sIc was obigea ta prepane a diffierent dinner ta wliat she would do

TISE XN ai home for iack ai matenial, te wark witb, ho wouid bc satisfled witli what*
cver she did prepare. .. =- *t...~.

THE DEACON'S ]DINNER.
Wben Natie IVeston became Mys. Deacon Lee cvenyono said what a

good match she lad made ; l'or tle deacon was an honorable, upriglit mnan,
pleasant, kund and gcerous; in addiî;on ta this, licwas tle owner af the
boit farm for miles around, inciuding a large piece af woodland.

Sincc evcny anc thouîht af i i as a model busband, tley neyer drcamed
of aitributing the banc ivom look thai grcw on Katie's face ta any fault af
lie. How could tboy, wben ahe, layai littic woman, always spake ai him
witli sa mucli pnide and respect that tIc village gossips could find nothirng
of whicli ta complain 1

Even closc-mouthed Joruas, the grocer, said lic "lnover sec so gond a
provider as tho deacon was.' I>erîaps le migbr have %bought differentiy if
hc bad heard a few reuiatks Mary Ann Hoolihan roade, whcn aiter working
at Deacon Le' a couple ofiweeks, aIe announccd lion intention ai Ieaviug.

lier cyca as she said: Idyon make me that promise, do you ?"
He auswered, "lCertainly," rcadily enougli, thinking, moanwhule, o! the

cxcellent dinners bc bad lielped ta, cat that Jcssie bad prepared.
Tbe dinner.beli at tho l'anm-housc rang out clecnily at a quarter tW

twelve next day, ana tIc deacon, with a sauisfit look at the anlouunt 0!
work accomplished, throw down bis rake, and witb bis mcn sarncd for the
barn. Tlerc ha icit theni Io aec ta their tuamns, white hc burric odt Kifit's
rooni. SIc was considorably botter and lic was feeling very glad and
gratelul. As lic lingened witi lier, Jessies voice auddcnly callod lim (0
show tIc men ta tle dining nooni.

l was very ploasant and cool in the sladed roonm, suspiciausly so; but
thc deacan never noticcd tbat. He led tIc way ta the table, and whea al

i iere scated, bowcd bis bead revonently ; but the blcssing lic was about tO
ask, died away on his lips, as lis downward giance feui on the dish ia front
of aiim, on whicli was tastcfnlly sprcad LIe park steak lie bad bought tbô
night before, ana which, thc deacon wav iornified ta sec, was still raV.


