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A ilnoîncîît's rofection svill show in2 regardl to the agitation
in progress for theabolitionof Separato Sohools iii Manitoba,
tliat toïnterfe SVjtli those sehoonis idira,~ rires of cîtlier theo
Provincial Legislaturo, or, lot that inatter, of tic Parlianicuit
of the Doinion. The simple fact, as wvas malle clcar ia
tlîeso coluinnls at the Lune tho storas broke onit against the
Sep-Lrate Sci2èoisystein iii Oîîtarîo, is that Separate Sclîoois are
guariiteed ta Cittiiolies u2ider t1w Britishî Northi Ainerica
Act, and that Act is an linperial statutte. SQetion 93 of tho
B.N.A. Act provides that ini andi foi: eci Province tie Lcgis-
laturo îîîay cxchîsivaiy maie laws in relation to education
stibject to certain iniportaîît provisionîs. The first oft Lieso is
tiiat

,\'olliùiq il% aîmy sacli law ithali pri'judIiciaI1y affect *sny rigui or prim.i-
Zege %vitit respect toacdeîomilatiomat SCIIOola which ally class of per.
sono haeve by law in the Province nt the Union.

At tho tinie cf thse Union of Manitoba with Canada uîîder
thie Act o! 18G~7 anÙ subsequent, Iniperial Acts, the Frenchs-
spcakimig and Cathlii inliabitastta o! tlist province liad, under
flie Mailtoba Act, a cnstitaîtional garantee agaiist proju'
dicial iegislatioîî afTeeting the riglîts or privileges ivitlî respect
to dcîîoiinational sclîools possesscd by thern at tic Union.
IL lias been urgedl Uiat the Manitoba Act cf 1870 being a
Dominion Statute is not se binadinig as tima B. N. A. Act, and
that flue Manitoba Legisiature, under the clause allowitig iL
La aiend the Constitution of the Proviîîcc, niay alter tlîat
section of tlio Mansitoba Act. But, as the Hon Wns. Mc.
Dougall, svhoseopinioias hadbeîm askced, has samd if the Attornoy-
Gencral cf Manitoba, lit. Martin, is basing ]lis proposeil
legisiation1 to abolisli Separate Schools mand the use of the
Frenîch lauguago on1 that assuînption, lie must have over.
loolkcd thc Imperia] Act of 1871, wlîiciî confirmas the Mfani
toba Act of 1870, thercby giving iL tise force and effect of an
Impèrial ineasuro wvhicli cau neither boe repcaledl or aiucnded
by Provincial or Dmno lgsmtoî

It is plain thereforo tbat under theso conditions t12o

aitatioiî igaiinst tiîo Manuitoba Separate SclîooIs, inust
prove futile. ll Manitoba, lis ini Ontario two years tigo,
the party of fanaticisi appear to bave faln intoe i rror of
supposing Llîat Lile Provincial Legisiattîres stand iii the saine
relation ta the Separate School icgislittioii as tlhoy (Io ta tlia
Publie Sclîool Litv of the Provinîccs, and eau> alter, or iiuîeild,
or abrogato it at ivili. il is in thus tlîat tihay are inistaleuî.
Oui' Uhe 'Public School Laws couac %witin tic absoluto coîîtrol
of the Local Legisiatures. lThe Public Sciîool Lawvs are o!
their espt'ciml creation ; tic Separate Sciiooi Lîts aire flot of
tlîeir creatiu. he lIrat Sepitrato Sciîool Legislation was
obtninced iii 1868, four ycsrs before Confcmlration ; anti î'iîcn
Confeckeration caine, tlie riglite and privileges so couîferrcdl
were securüd in the section of tic il. N. A. Act, one of the
clauses of syhicl i ve have abovo quotcd.

*lIîce Coînntissioziers appoi?îtcc by flic Miinistor of Educea-
Lion ta eîîquire int Uie tcachiîii of Eii-lisli iii tic French
sehools of the Province, hiave mamle their Report, thc contents
a! %vhich are uîoi public. The Coininuissionis appeur ta have
lierforiiîcd tiîcir task %vitli care anti hrotigliiîcss ; anîd Vie
state of tlîiigs revcalcd is net nearly so alarnsing as tho
frcnzicd uttorances of Uic anti-Froieli press hs(l led Ulic pub.
lic La think iwould be. Altitougli the Frenich popuilation ini
Prescott, Rîîssell aîîdl E ssex bas inlcreaucd %vifiin recent yeuxs
grcatly, aud altholiog nîiche diflicmihty is expcricced ii pra.
cmiring for ie French scicols teachers whio are proficicat in
Euîglisli, yet the Coininissioners Nvere able ta report (1 i tiiat
sauna Eiuglisit is tauglit iii every sclicol ; (2) that the Onîtario
readers hiave bccîî aatroduced iuta cvcry schoal ; (.13 thiat the
puipils are isually sycli supplicti witlî Engiish réadling books;
(41) that i it etoIat 12 schools tha wark (toilnc fa nglisI i f
much beyond the arnouuit prcscribcd ; (5) Liait in 2.1 sehools
more Linie is givemi ta Eîîglish thiiii tiîat prescribe i tl ie
circiîlar ; in (; tc finie prescribed is given, anîd ia 28 les
thu tic tiiinoprescrmbed fagiveni; and (6) that iii very few sehools
lias sufficicuit atteiuton been ,,iv'en ta colloquial exorcises.

The Coînniiissioiicrs add iliat it iloes miot aippear that tIsa
continued uso of Freiteli tcxt books airisps frain a desire on
the part a! Uhc Frechl to excîndo Uic Eiîglisli hînuiage frani
the, sehools. Tise> couîvcrsed with ail classes of Uic French
people, anîd tlîey invariably expressactinoselvcs xiaL only as
iwilling, but aiq desiroue that tlîcir elîidreu siiomuit learis til
Enigsli Iaîguage. Tliey aire desirous aiso thtat tlîcy shall
learn ta reiî andi Nrite iii Freîmchà-tlieir icaher toîmgue.
WVe fear that it is quite truc, as La Minere ciaiied saine tinia
agO, dit Vie Frenichi]have always proved theuuuschves more
rcady ta hearia Engliis tutu have the liîgilisli to learn French,
andi iva have ouI>' otarselves: te bhsnie, if ta tiat oxtenti they
bave tins adranuige af lis. Anîd whiia iL is pcarcehy hikel';
that the Froicli .Yàll ever supercede Eîlsias Uice latiguade'
o! thus Proviticle, yet ive inutat e\xect tiat ut ivîll couic
naturally to tie hijîs of flie chiIdreii cf Froîuch.Canadian
puarents, evoîs tiiougli tiicy do liappen to ]lave been boni oui
buis sida cf thc Ottawa. ll latigiago, as iii ail cisc, Lierd us
stch a thnig as "I atural selection," and Lue survival of te
fittcst, anti in iL, as in ail tilings cisc in nature, ive uaiceu-
sciaus>' confonun to tae clenicntary nataral law~ cf foliow-
ing, what the biologiste ternu, Il the lineocf thsa Itat resis-
tance."


