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“Oberste,” meaning highest or suprrme,
and s assistants arve called “Qbarslicu-
tenant” and Major. All of these oflices
aro known as ‘fregimental officors”  or

a1

- - - i

Iumit up to which a goud cliicar cnn proper
1y exereise this persomal suparvision,  Just
Vlere accurs one of the browdest and most

inspon tant distmctions between the Germans

“Tattahion officers’” beginge their duties' wald Russmns on the one hand, snd  the
are general in the regnuent or batvadion, | Foneh, Fueglish, and oweolves on the
and have uothing (0 do with the dotatls of | other— u di-tinetion wh.ch walely sffects the

gervice 1 any particulwe enmpany,

They ! cutvee iy systent,

It is the q estion of

aro *also  sometimes designated w8 < fiokt! Lngo vereus @ dlenmpanies. 17 etiorman

ofticerss  The ¢ general oflicers’ are thuse
albove the grade of colonel, aund,
beginning with tne lowest, sre. i our own
anid the Luglish servicer, brigidicr general,
or genersl of byigude; wajor gencrsl, licu-
tenant general, and in the  English
mmy, field marshal, In the French :amy
there avo generals of brigade, generals ol
division, and nnuushals, In the German
army the brigade is hbitually commanded
by & major general, the division by a leue
tenant peneral, the corps by & general of
infuniry, cavalry, ete., winle the proper
commingd of a field murshasl 18 na army
In Austrin the lerm licutenant genersl is
replaced by that of * Licutenunt Feldmars
chiadl?' and thut of general by * Feldzeng:
meister.”

But whatever may be the particular terms
employed, there is in every well organized
Luropean armny a grade of general ofticer
for the apecial contmand of each great unit,
viz, the brigade, division, corps, aud army.
Of course it happens not uafrcquently that
a general officor exercisesa command tugher
than that to which his grade entitles hun,
aud it often nxppens in war that brigades
are comnnded by colonels.

We may notw revert 10 e considecations
which should regulute the sticngth and
composition of the various companent parts
ol an army. As already stated, the com-
pany of infantry is the lowest orgamzeu
unit of that xrm of service.  1n other wouds.
itis never bioken up, uever removed irom
thie immedinte supervision of s comnrn
der, unless for & strictly temporary pur-
pose ; us, for ex.mple, when o guard, an
escort, patrol, or sumilar detaciment is re
quired for a few howms or days o less force
tan a comprny.  Not oniy is the connpany
the smallest organized umit, Lut itis also
the most impurtant ; for it s here that
youny suluier receives his whole military
educution, and passes fiom the mw recruit
into the thorongaly disciplmed aud instruct
ed vetersn. The compauy is the soldier’s
fawily and  home, and us the campany is,
so will the soldier, the regiment, sand the
mmy be. The army, after all, is only an
aggregation of companies, and the mterme
diate units aresimply sabordmate agerega
tions of companies nuude lor convenience.
Lut in which the compauies are never merg
ed, sud never loso thair indentity and in fi-
viduality., There 1s no point in the organi-
zition of stmies more impartant tha that
of securing the best possibte company offi
cers und non  conunissioned officers; with
them n goodd army cin slways be muade;
without them it i3 unposaible. The com-
pany commander i3 1w innnediate contaet
with all his e, and s duectly responsivle
for thueir heslth, comfori, goud order, discy
pline, snd efficicacy; he conducts them
personatly in battie, and directs their indi
vidual movements—all this wirls the assis
tince of bis Leutennnts and ron commmis.
sioned oflicers, but with thedirect respon
sibilily nlways resting on his cv.n shoulders,

It is unpossitie to vversate the uupartaice
of the captiin’s duties, »nnd the absolute
Necessity of the post being held by cow-
prtent :aud fally instructed gentlemoen. It
follows liom nll this that the strengthofa
ompany sohuld reachand not exceed the

compmnics on the war fuoung conssst of 130
ot comissioned  ofticers  anl privates,
while wite the Buglisly, and Freucls, and
vwselves the maximum number is about
109, alth ugh the Foench i some ¢i8esin

crease the nnmber somewhat. Too full
number of camp v otlicers i the Gonam
sy s five, wigie with the sl compnies
1L s three, £o that for every 1UU) men the
Germms provide taenty company ofticers,
while the French hove thuty.  fhe Gerwan
arrangenent pesults in . great economy n
expense apl mrteriad i the smdler nam

vet i3 se'hcient. wineh the expenencs of e
CenL ears seens nxly 10 prove. Iu feet,
consequencs of the then 1ecent mctense tn
the suengthof ther sumy, the Germans

soldam had the tafl nnmber of officers with
therr ¢ apumes du fog thew bate wars, It

s tente that they e xperienced consueravla
incmvenience from the short supny, but it
is claar that the full number would have
been  wpple. The Gemans  have in
ey compiny  twenly nun comnussion-
ed offic .5, inadditionto  twenty lour limce
corporals awml  pe enlistod  men gerving
in tuwe  racks, but avamlable o re-
place st once any disablad non commission®
ed officers.  'he French have fouateen non
comzausstaned uflicers per company,winle we
haveonly ten.
Expericnce  seems to  hzve demon

strated Lt 250 men are quite witkin the
control 2nl personal supervision of » cape
tatia, s ded by gooad  lHeatenants and nons
commmizianed olticers, both withi regatd to the
purpnses o admunstration, diseipiine, and
instruction, sud to their proper employ-
ment in Lattle” A comp iy of tlus sireng.h
forms a conpact mass which is very effec

tive 'n batde, aud is found to be far more
readily  han-lied and  controtled than the’
Frenchi battalion, while a company of 100
menis o weak to effect any important
purpnse by uselfl  Tho waus of 1806 nd
ol 1570 71 atlord many instances i which
single companis, properly  suppuited,
elfected important results, and clearly es

tablishied the vilue of these strang conm

proies. winch arve really the efivctive unis
of buttle as well as of mstructivn and ad

ainisttation. It ey be remarked, in
paseing, thatin the Genmanservice the cap-
taing ot infiutiy me mounted.  Phesound
conclusion with refetence to the strength o!
the comgutny, tavsedd upun ampleexpericuce,
would seew 1o be tint, in awell organized
army, with atelligent and el diseipuned
soblers aud comuetent aud wett instiucted
oficers and non commissioued athicers, the
German systesr of  large  compaties s .0
every respect the most cliictent sud econoe
wica], und thatit permits muost 1eadhly a
sxprd eXpansion on the guttereslt ol war,
w the comrary Case it may be pmeterable
to employ the wesk compunies, especially
when tne batt dion comwinders s {ally
competent, undd can partly supply tho de-
tictencies of the company oftivers.; ne
such cases it would prclably bo founrd ausi
sable to 1educe the number o} compnaies
a battalion beluw ten.

Both in Englaw ana Fiance this questicn
inregand to the p:oper strength of the
compuuy of infaniry is & subjeot of grent

l

interest and much discugsion among the
most intelligent officers, but no otliclal
nction has yet been tnken in mithor of these
armis to modifly the old compiny organi-
zatton, ael it ¢y not be said that there is

nuy probabiity of immedinte action in this

dircction by citber, But it is probable
that ultimastely thero will be cousidera-
blo increnss in the strength of the com-
panivs,

(Tu be continued.)

FREXCH ~RIFLE TA#GETS.

‘I'he shiooting-ranges at liavre, where a
party of our Volunteers are trying their
skill ngainst French marksmen, sre peculiar
in theit arraugement. There are ten ranges,
enclosed between brick walls, and the
shooting is entirely under cover. ‘The per*
son shooting stands at a species of window,
and he shoots through a series of amall ob*
long squares, at the end of each being the
target. ‘I'he bull's eye isof oblong forma-
tion also, instend of round, like those of the
Euglish targets. The dist»nces, of course,
wte measured by metres which very nearly
uwssimilate to our Euglish yards, being s
fracuion over 39 inches in length.. The Lrst
or shortest ranga of the Tir is 65 metres for
small weapous.  rhe turgot is composrd of
asmall picce of white cardboard, about 4
metres square, with a number of concentric
circies 1outn.d il.e bull's eye, which is about
an inch in leugth aod agauter of aninch
in width, the buil's eyo being bluck, The
bull’s eya count 3, the next circle 4, and so
ou outwarrls to 1, Thus ie tne principle upon
which the whole of the targets ure construct-

ed. Tueranges run at 170 metres, 225 me* -

treg, nud 3V metres, which is the greatest
distane, il which means in Eaglish ex-
wtly 327 yards.  There is also a raoge for
prstols, or pusifolets d¢ tir, ut 2 metres, with
hult's eye of 4 centuncties, and arangs
sorthe Cartine Hovert, used for teaching
20y 3 the dimensions of the cirton, being 10
centunetres, on tho model of that used at
the Soctetie Centrae of Parnts,  The novelry
of the arrangements evidentally aftected
the shooting ot the Euglish competitors on
the fisst day, when tho best of them came in
third.

The first torpolo vessel of the British
vy bas beun launched at Pembroke Dock:
sard- She 18 called tho Vesurius. The
Broad Arrow desciibes her as a handsome
li.tle vessel, which when fully equipped
will have her huil only sowe three feet sbova
the water, and the screw below. Her prin-
‘ipal dimenfions aro~—length between per
pendiculars, 900t 5 | ~eadth extreme, 220t ;
Aepth in hold Il «3in, ; displacement in
tons, M1, Sbeis propelled by twin screws
driven by engines on tho surfaca condeser
i rancip’ s, of 360 ndicited horsepower, with
woilcts bewaing a pressure of 701bs. to the
squave wnch. She will not produce zny
«muke—coke only being used, and the
Tunnel is 2 hotizontsl one, lying along the
deck, which is seonwoval. The crew will

astati med Lelow, and yentilation will be

pvided by a draught of air pleduced 1u
lurnaces by hand, until steam s goi up,
altarwards g-nerated by means of a donkey
engineg, whichdrives & fan in addition to her
targe engnes uscd for various purposes.
Sho was designed by the chief naval archi
tect at the Admiralty,



