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The battery should resist an attack in
Iront as long as it can tire without danger of
being capture!. 1t must not shrink from
Infantry fire. or even from the loss of guns,
if the obligation of remaining in its position
demands this sacrifige.

During the initiation of the engagemeunt
the battery can generally choose its position
with the greatest relative freedom, and with
reference principally to the effect of its own

re.

In the further progress of the action it
must, for the sake -of security, close more
upon the troops ; it must support them in
their advance to the attack by firing from
positions correspondingly chnsen, and, ac-
cording to circumstances, if its fire would
otherwise be hindered, it mustaccompany
them even to the limit of the most effective
range of inf{antry fire.

Positions on” the flanks on somewhat
advanced points have the greatest advant
ages,since the range thence is unobstructed,
the movemets of other troops are notim-
peded, all parts of the line are swept by fire,
and the support of the lineis facilitated in
the case of sudden flank attacks. ~

Formations behind other troops with a
view to firing at the enemy over their heads
at high angle are only to be taken up ex
ceptionally in grouund of a terrace like forin.
and where the position gives a command
over the other troops.

- There is litile or no instructicn in our
Drill book upon the handling of a battery,
It would be well in any future Red book
that some principles should be laid down to
aid a communder in placing his battery and
Carrying on the fire.

_The instructions for a division and a
8ingle battery is followed by the dri!l of a
brigade,which consists of two, three, or four
batteries. . The priaciples are the sama as
those laid down for a single batterg, and do
not . call for any particular remark.

The work we h:uve been noticing contains
all that is important in “the original, thé
translator having judiciously committed thit

- which is unimportant. Whether we can
avail ourselves of much or litile of the Aus-

trian drill, therc can be no doubt of the im-
bortance of its study to English artillerists,
und we heartily commend Colonel Good-
€nough’s trapslation to their careful con-
sideration. - 73,

P T
OUR MILITIA SYSTEM.

* 1f," say our Clear Grit Statesmen. ‘ the
Cour.try is to have perpetu.il peace through
the Treaty.of Washington, what necessity 1is
there for any kind ot a defence force? Be-
fore answering that question it might not be
oyt ot plaee to take aretrospective glance
&t affairs in a country at one time less likely
10. require the presence of an armed organiza*
tion than the Dominion of Canada. From
the time of England’s cessation of hostilit es
Wwith the Republic across the border in 1815
the.only enemy the. United States had, was
Lo: be found in the scatiered bands of Indians
along the western and north.western fronti
Ors, It is true. that our. cousins had the
Rilu'r rebellion as we had the McKenzie
tingoo. Theso risings were insignificant affuirs;
and afier Texas had been stolen from Mex*

Ico and California had been secured alleri

e same fashion, there did not appear, in !
the firtare, the possibility of danger or the !
It

ow of necegsity for an armed force,
Wis, we are told, & nation .of brothers. 1t
Was a republic in which but one feeling pre-
Ominated, and tha} feeling was of amity
®tWeen the component parts, and to hand

down to the remotest age a continent swept
throughout with the genial zephyrs of christ*
ian regard and of brotherly love. We were
accustomed to be told from the forum and
the pulpit that war was a resort not to be
thought of in the economy of a country with
universal suffrage ; and that peace for all
time to come was assured - in the purity of

thought of the source of all power, the-

people. The illusion of the great American
people suffered a ru le shock in the rising of
South Carolina ; and in the turning of the
guns of Sumter upon Federal authority our
consins awoke to the consciousness of having
made a terrible mistake, In the four years
following the memorable events referred to,

the people of the Republic more than once
found themselves intorduced to the horrors
of war ; and the wounds inflicted by one
section upon the other are not all Lealed

et.
y What has happened in the Republic is 1.o:
uulikely to happen again ; and a warin such
close proximity would entail grave responsi-
bilities upon the Dominion. More thart this
nothing is so certain to provde for internal
tranquility as the means to make tranquility
certain ; and we know of no means to that
end, or 8o likely to prove effectual, as the
presence of abLody of men who only know
duty and to execute that duty. So much
may be said in answer to the qucstion of
our captious opponents. Our credit in the
old world has to be maintained: and making
every allowance for the good intentions of
neighbors, and with the disposition among
ourselves t0 pursue our way in peace, and
1o keep faith in respect to all our obliga:
tions, still the capitalist of Europe and the
intending emigrant has n garantee in our
militia that is not inconsiderable; and not

indirectly but directly we have a full return’

fo the vutlay of a million dollars spentin
preparing ycung men for whatever contin®
gency may arise. No one will advocaie the
depletion of the public treasury that an
empty parade may be keptup. No one will
advocate the wuste of time or of money
in maintaining what is uunecessary. The
difliculty is to determine what force 1s requir-
ed,and to make that as eflicient as possible,
and at-the leust possible expense. Que step
in the right direction was the abolition of
camps as a yearly feature. But it i3 not ad-.
visable that the force shall come to end like
the Yankee's calf thap was nol Kkilled and
did not die but just “gi'en’’ out. :
The latest, indeed the only data as to the
cost of our Militia System, is to be found
in the Public Accounts; and the document
before us only brings us down to 30th June
1872. As the votefor that year and the vote

“for the yeur following differed but little,

and as the drill was on the same scale, or
nearly so, we have authority sufficient  for
saying that the vote of a million dollars is
ample Lo carry out the progromme of pre-
sent arrangements. It will bLe found when
the cost of transportation and of sustenance
at camps are deducted, with such other
items as are not features ot the Order of
May last, that the Comimons voted a sum
suflicient to clothe and drill for eigth full con-
secutive days at Company, or Batialion Head
Quarters the entire force.
tents and Llankets are in store, and beyond
the carrivge of these to and from points on
our railways back to store, the annual drill
putin as it should be under canvas, will enly
cost eight dollars per m.n and two dollars
for each officer ; which with a force of say
forty thousand men will not be considered
a very great waste of money. There is not,
we repeat, any necessity for dwelling on the
parsimony of the Opposition, It rests with

e necessary |

the Militia authorities to say what force shall
be mainteined and how. Ona future oc-
casion we shall endeavor to point out in
what way enconomy may be judiciously ap-
plied, and without in any way militating
against the efficacy of the force or interfer-
ing with the drill of the men.

. -
CORRESPONDENCE.
The Rditor does not hold himself responsible fur

individual expressions of opinion tn communi
cationsaddressed o the VOLUNTEER REVIEW

THE UNIFORMS OF THE MILITIA.
. PapeEr No. 1. )

1t is a vesy well known fact that almost
every day, now, some change o other takes
plice in the uniform of the British Army—
why is no attention paid to it by the Militia
Department at Otlawa, o that the Force
may derive some benefit (or otherwise) from
it? Who is to. blame that these several
changes are not notified- to~the militia at
large ?

On reference to the Army List for Sep-
tember 1872, we find the foliowing order :—
G.0O. TI—0OFricers’ DrEss. .

(Specially issued, 21st August, 1872.)

I. Her Majesty has been pleased to apj
prove of a scarlet patrol jacket for officers
of infantry. '

IL. The jacket is to be of scarlet cloth or
serge, according to the clinate, of the same
shape and sizo as the blue patrol jacket,wi h
collars of the regiucntal facings, The
sleeve brajded. as tha shell jicket, accord-
ing o rink.  Scictet shoulder strap with a
small button and the. number of tho regi:
ment in gold  embroilered figures, three
guarters of an inch high and half aninch
from the lower end of the strap. White
cloth edging all round, except the collar
and around the shoulder strap, Scarlet
lining, Field officers wear gold embroidered
collar badges. i

III. The scarlet patrol jicket is to be worn
without the sash at drill,and op parade when
the men are dressed in frocks, .,

IV. The blue patrol jacket may be worn
on regimental boards and on fatigue, stable,
or orderiy duties, but not on parade,

Officess of line regimepts are not obliged
to provide themeselves with hlue patrol jick-
ets, but may weatr the scarlet jacket on occa .
sions whean the blue is authorized to be worn’

V. A pattern of the pearlet patrol jacket
is deposited in the officei’s pattern room,
Horse Guards, War Oftice, Palt Mall.. ..

" Now, with referernree to the above; not the -
slightest notice hus been taken of it by our
department, vor did they ever issue an orde r,
i. @, the Llue jickel, though nearly every
{ine officer jn the force has either a cloth or
siege onc... . the only infantry regument left
in Moatieal, have the bLlue jocket, alsoa
white linen one for suwmmer, and are now

getting the scarlet— according to the new



